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Siddharama’s Sonnalige (a Cultural Study)

By Dr. G.N. Upadhya

Transalted to English: 5.5, Kelwadi (Advocate High Court)

Today Solapur is one of Maharashira's
famous culiural centres. This ity occupies
the pedestal place in the field of religion,
hterature, education and culiure. s
original name was ‘Sonnalige’ or
Sonnalapur’. Siddharam was the chicftan
of the city. Sonnalige plaved prominent
role in the 12th century in prime time of
Vachana - movements and during the
period of Kalvana revolution. Depicted

D, G. N. Upadhya's research work
on the socio-cultural aspect of
12th Century Solapur was
published in the form of a book
"Siddharama Sonnalige” in
Kannada. Here we give a few
salient aspects of the thesis for
the benefit of readers in English,

here is the role of Sonnalige in its political,
religious, historic and arfistic irselivicuality.

2. In my opinion, there is no city
other than Sonnalige which attained fame
by ceaseless effors and tenacity of one
Sharana (ardent devatee) who tumned one
small village into a ity and a big cultural
centre and a religious abode. Here iz an
attempt at exhibiting cultural significance
of Sonnalige which was an ancient and
famous place in the then Kamataka state.

3. Bom in 12th century, Shivayogi
Smdhnremmsanmmgmdimgpemm]ihr
whe put in his efforts for renaissance of
Veerashaiva Dharmma, on the progressive
foundation of compassion, freedom, social
work, spirited work, culure and respect
et for construction of a new sodial order.
He belonged to one of those new
oenerations of Harikaras who proclaimed
that the body of a Shivyegi should not be
wasted without effort and workmanship
should continue forever. By his glorious
personality, he became a legend in his
lifetime. There are several facets to his
personality. This is an effort to shed light
on different aspects of his inner and outer
phases of life,

4. Sonnalige was the workland of
Siddharam, Believing in Shiva, leving
Hirn and remaining devoled to Him, he
made adventurous efforts in turning

Sonnalige into a New Modern Shreeshail’,
Historically he is known as ‘Siddharam of
Sonnalige”. Analysed in the light of histony
are the life-achievernents and social reforms
implemented by him. Today Solapur is
one of the famous cities of Maharashira.
There i a historial research finding
indiciating the pivotal place it occupied in
ancient tirmes of Kamataka’s political and
culbural histony.

5. Kalamukh Shaivas were very
influential during 12th century A D, in
South Maharashtra. They were experts in
constructions, establishment and
management of Muts. But the Kalamakh
Shaivas hailed from north. Thewwan love
and respect of the people and the kings
wherever they established themselves. Siill
Kannada was not their medium of
languege. Mo evidences of their having
used Kannada as their medium, are
obfained anywhere

6. Siddharam did not belong to
Kalamukh Shaivas” lineage. His was the
Kannada Shaiva lincage. Kannada was
his sole breath.  This language of the soil
becarne his medium, Thus he established
his own lineage. That is called
‘Siddharama's cult. He preserved his own
individuality, different from other heads of
Mutts. Though it is tree that he had built
up Mutts, temples, tanks and canals. etc.
he did nol make them the centers of his
administration.

7. Although he followed the model
of social services of Kalamukhas he did not
appease the political powers. at any time.
Mutts only were important for Kalamulkhas
But for the sole purposs of public welfare,
Siddharam undertook the social services.
Afterwards he accepted the sacrament of
Veerashaiv Dharma and became fameus
as o among the five elements.  Buili
herein are the shrenuous efforts of
achievernents of Siddharam who carved
out a distinct and permanent place for
Sonnalige incur cultural map. Mentioned
herein is the work of Kannada cultural
study and findings of research available in
Sonnalise.
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