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( THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION, )
BOMBAY.

MAGHI GANESH JAYANTHI

On the auspicious occasion of
Maghl Ganesh Jayanthi on 31st
January 1998, special Pooja will be
performed at 7-00 p.m.

All are cordially invited to
participata in the pooja and receive
the prasada. Lo

Members desiring to do poojain
their name on that day should contact
the office.

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION FUNCTION

There will be a function to
distribute the prizes to the winners in
the sports and talents compefitions
held recenrtly, on Sunday the 15th
February 1998, at the Association,
at 7-00 p.m.

Shri 8. Doreswamy, President
of the Association will preside.

The Fine Ars section of the
Association will present Dr. Kirthinath
Kurthukoti's play "Aa Mane" Diracted
by Dr. B. R. Manjunath.

After the play, the prizes will be
given away by Smt. Lalitha
Doraswamy.

All are cordially invited.
Hon. Secrelary

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC |
AND INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

CONTACT

AUGUST
TRAVEL
SERVICE

Agents For
-~ INDIAN AIR LINES,
EAST WEST,
MODI LUFT &
4ET AIRLINES

REGD. OFFICE:

3/15 ASHIANA, SECTOR 17,

VASH], NEW BOMBAY.

PHOME: 76825 G1 * 768 25 58
T67 0902 ¢ o

GRAMS: AUGTRASERV

ALSO AT:

2/16, KABBUR HOUSE,

SION (E), BOMBAY-400 (22.

PHONE: 407 29 84 * 408 35 73

"

\ 407 77 50 )
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In life, we do come across -
though not very often - a person
who |eaves an indelible good
impression on us. The remarkabla
thing about such person is that the
creation of such a good impression
is not limited to a select few, but is
generally across the board,
amaongst all those who interact with
that person. Usha Jairam was one
such rare person. Although she is
no longer amidst us physically, she
occupies an irreplaceable position
in the minds and hearts of her
friends. Friends who have closely

REMEMBERI

e

worked with her Iin various
organizations, are flooded with
thoughts of Usha ateach andevary
stap.

As a tribute to Usha,, we have
brought out a section of Nesaru
titled “Remembering Usha Jairam”.
A few friends of Usha have shared
their remembrances and feelings
with the readers, inthese columns.
There are many more friends of
Usha who, we feel, would be
carrying similar feelings. Such was

- the personality of Usha.

— Editor

USHA MY FRIEND

Very rarely you come across a
person who makes such an
impression on everyone Usha Jairam
was one such person. | know Usha
for almost 35 years. We became
close friends around the time of the
fund raising programme for Kannada
Vanita Samaja. Always smiling,
willing to help whatever the cause
may be, if it helps the other person.
There was no thought of any cast
community or organisation.
llearntirom Usha, to helpis Humane,

She found time to sit and chat.
She found time to sing.

she found time for poems.

She found time for play.

She found time for acting.

She found time for a picnic.

She found time to sit and enjoy a
meal.

She found time for National and
International I'I'IEH‘HI'IHS.

She found time to be on many a
committes.

She found time for a marriage
function, a upanayana or a birthday
or any other function, with the same
zeal.

Most of all, she was with sick,
neady and unfortunate, who need
the help most.

This iswhat Ushawas that | knew
& know and now | miss her.

| pray for the family to have
strength to bear this loss. -

— Leela Rajkumar

T EE————— ]
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— Tara Shah

It ks but natural that our haars are
touched by the sufferings of other
human beings. Yet vary few have the
innate strength and sensitivity 1o work
forthe unforiunate vietims with complste
devotion and sincerity. Our Usha was
such a person, who never thought of
her personnel comforts, mame and
fame. Her capacity to organise, look
after minute details, her modesty and
eamesiness won ovar every one who
come towork wilh her. Allthat was best
in her came out during periad of crisis
like the riots of 1982 in Mumbai, and
the relief woark for the earthquake
afflicted of Killari.

On behalf of the Sion Wadala
Branch of All India women's confarence
{APWC), we have been working
amongest families leading a very hard
life. But what we saw in the Mahatma
Gandhi Magar ZJiopadpati near our
Mandai, with more than 200 families

All that was best in her came out
during period of crisis like the riots
of 1292 in Mumbai, and the relief
waork for the earthquake afflicted of
Killari.

flabbargasted us. Like a bolt trom the
blue, antisccial elements looted their
houses, even killed some of their near
and dear ones, giving the whole affairs
& communal colour. This was the first
time we weare faced with such a situation.
Where o start relief work? How to
pacify tha hundreds of men, wormen and
ghildran? The inhuman barbarities
commilted on each othar ware beyond
everyone's imagination. This was the
first time we were facad with such a
crisis,. We decided to take up the
challenge. Usha contacted the Times of
India Riot Relisf Committee, and through
them many NGOs. We had made a
survey, and put before them our needs.

The Times Relief Committes gave
e

blankels and cther house held materials.
Other NGOs sent milk powder, medicines
atc, Other branches of AIWC came to
our help, donating rice, sugar, oil, and
other consumer articles. Books and
unifarms  were distibuled amongest
needy children, More than that, great
care had to be taken to soe that the
really, affected got help. For that, under
Usha's directions we preparad identily

Groat care had to be taken o see
that the really affected got help. For
that, under Usha's directions wa
prepared identity cards and
distributed amongst the neady
families.

cards and distributed amongesi the
needy families. She enthused our
members and halp came from varous
sachons.

Then came the news of the terrible
earthquake in Latur Districl. Thousands
died, and many more ware rendered
homeless. Our Work-Canire membars
worked day and night, while others
collected clothes, madicines and ather
necessary material, Two of our well-
wishers collectad two truck=-loads of the
articlos, and parsonally distibuted every-
thing in killari, one of the worst - alfected
lowns, Usha, as one of the secretaries
of tha Mumbai Branch Central
Committee (MBCC) decided to wisit
Killari along with her two colleaguas,
They visited some wvillages. besides
Killari, and brought back reports of the
pitiable condition of women there,
especially of those, who has last their
husbands. Inspite of Ihe troublesome
journey to Killari, Usha visited the many
times and made good contacts with a
local women's crganisation there, which
could be a base of our aclivities there.
M.B.C.C. constituled a Reliof
Committea, which draw up a plan to
build a Training Centre in Killari, to

m
i-'Ii:;I:il:‘-::l Joridard, BEaLOT - 1057 |
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enabla the women to get training in

REMEMBERING USHA JAIRAM
USHA AND RELIEFWORK

vanous professions, and becomea sall-
sufficient, Funds were colected, and
inspite of our congistent efforts, the plot
on which we ware to build the training
Centre, and which was promised to us,
Is not being sanctioned by the officers
concemed. The anquish being falt by
us,is much maore because Usha's efforls
are not bearing fruits,

For today's up and coming social
workers, Usha was a real role model, In
every sense of the word, she was very
'hurmnan’ At the same lime, she never

- balieved in giving doles to the cppressed

and the needy. She believed in
empowering them, making them seif-
reflant. For ihat reason only she rushad
lo help the unfortunate women of Kiillar
and surraunding villages.
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REMEMBERING USHA JAIRAM

USHA & THE MANDAL

— Purnima Srikrishna

Tak& a directory, a dictionary,
vellow pages, who's wheo columns and
whatever else you can think of and
make a homogeneous mixture - rasult
- Usha. Honestly she was our reference
book. No problem was too big or too
small or too difficult for her to tackle.
What does one write about a PErson
whose void cannot be filled? What does
one say about a person who has been
a rele modal 10 evervone who calls
hersell & =ocial weorker? Ushaben -
Ushakka or plain Usha lived and
breathed social wark. We would like to
think Mandal was top on her priority but
se would all olher organisations she
was associated with, such was har
dedication,

Take a directory, a dictionary, yellow
pages, who's who columns and
whatever else you can think of and
make a homogeneous mixture - re-
sult - Lisha.

Starting with a small but fiercely
dedicated band of like minded social
workers she was instrumental in con-
ceiving project Mandal which aimed at
empowering econcmically and educa-
tionally backward women with the means
to hope for a better future. With single
minded devollon she supervised sach
and avery aspect of the mandal. Right
from the constitution of the mandal to
the mundane things like whera to get
paper al a bofter price. Usha was
always conscious that the cause of
women whom the mandal attempts to
help could ba best sarved by offering
some productive work 1o the women of
the econamically depressed strata of
soclety. She strained every nenve lo
ensure thal. Towards this end she
roamed the length and breth of the
society In search of new a venues of
work for the needy women of the
Mandal. Thanks to her persuasion par-
sistence and perseverance mandal has
been successful in providing useful
work for women not only to sustain their
families but also give them a sense of
pride and empowerment.

What does one say about a person
who has been a role model to every-
one who calls herself a social worker?
Ushaben - Ushakka or plain Usha
lived and breathed social work

Crganising was her forte. From the
choice of the chief guest to the last pin
coeuld be left on her overburdened
shoulders and she would deliver with
style and aplomb. So top on her prioTity
was the mandal thal she would cancel
or even give up important perscnal
engagements just to see the programme
or preject through. Such was her dedi-
calion.

T T e
Organlsing was her forte. From the
choice of the chief guest to the last
pin could be left on her overburdened
shoulders and she would deliver

with style and aplomb.

From the presiden! to the newest
imcumbent in the mandal Usha knew
them all. Not jusl their faces but their
namas, their intercsts, their problems
their familles - |ittle detalls which made
all the difference. Like a benevolent
teacher she would nat only scold, cor-
rect and pull up any one but also showar
prases on the smallest of achieve-
ments.

Usha not only put forth her best for
the mandal but had the unique ability fo
avoke the best in every member lo
serve the cause of tha mandal. That js
the true lest of leadership and Usha was
a leadar in the triue sense.
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REMEMBERING USHA JAIRAM

USHA and AIWC

— V. Lakshmi Sharma

Usha belongs to a family of AIWC
members. Her mother, Smt. Bharatibai
is a wall known Social Worker of All
India Women's Conferance in Banga-
lore. Her sister, Sudha Acharya repre-
sents AIWC at the United Mations at
Mew York for nearly 30 years. Inciden-
tally All india Women's Conference is
the only National Organisalion which
has an NGO Status at the UN. Her
sisters Rekha and Geeta and her daugh-
ter Sarita are all Life-members of AIWC.
Sarita had taken leave from her office
and along with her colleagues took part
in the relief work at Dharavi during lhe
02-93 riots. With three generations of
AIWC members in the family, no doubt
that Usha has unstinted love and coms-
mitment fo the organisation. Not only
the women in the family but also the
man in her life (Mr. Jairam) extended
his full co-operation in har work. Nt all
successful women have such a helping
man behind them. He was always ready
to help her with his car, his name, his
presence at all functions and his skill in
drafting, typing etc. whole hearediy.

“Why should an organisation com-
prise of poor people only to do
social-work? Poor people are
weighed down with their own day-to-
day problems whereas the elite can
devots their minds, money and time
for the sake of thelr less fortunate
sisters & brothers"

When there was criticism about
AIWC that it Is an elltist organisation,
Usha used to vehemenlly argue that it
is not and even if it is, there is nothing
wrong in it. “Why should an organisation
comprise of poor people only to do
social-work? Poor people are weighed
down with their own day-lo-day prob-
lems whereas the elite can devole their
minds, maney and time for the sake of
their less fortunate sisters & brothers®
was her logical argument. It is no
exaggeration to say that Usha was such
a loyal member of AIWC that she

ceaselessly thought, spoke and worked
for AMWC work. Her telephone was used
for AIWC work, her transport was for
AIWG work. Even her STD and I1SD
telephone calls to her mother and sister
were used more for an update of AIWC
information. Whenever anyone wanted
information about AIWC, Usha was ready
with it at her fingertips. All the names,
lelaphone numbers, addresses of the
members, their portfolios and branches
were stored in her super computerised
brain. May be malignancy felt jealous of
such a brain and since there is no place
for it there, it invaded her brain. Usha
always opposed the suggestion that in
these days of inflation, we should accept
atleast our transport expenses from the
organisations. She said that it is a
donation in kind to the organisation and
instead of spending the money on cther
luxuries like jewellery and entertainment
she is spending on social work, She
never gave denations in cash saying that
she does not want to announce how
much she is spending on social work.,
What a rare Quality!

Lisha never posed far a photograph
or sat in a chair during any meeting. She
was s0 camera shy that after her demise
it became difficult to search for good
phatograph of hers to be enlarged and

kepl. She was the life of our annual °
d

conlerences. She was the leader a
organiser right RS :

from distribution @
of delegate
forms to mem-
bers, booking E
the railway res- j&
ervations with §
concessions and g
organising the B
whole trips with 8
well chalked out [
menus for travel, [E S

Even though she SRS
was pleasure EEEEEES

loving she was @8
equally consci- [

E.I' with nher workers in Mesrme! Childrens project

entious about the code of conduct for
the conferences. She never missed amy
meeting for the sake of sightsesing.
Sometimes she only attended the meet-
ings foregoing sightseeing or shopping.
She represented Mumbai branch in
various capacities at the centre as
executive committee member, standing
committee mamber and as minutes
secretary.

Usha always opposed the sugges-
tion that in these days of inflation,
we should accept atleast our trans-
port expenses from the organisa-
tions. She said that it is a donation
in kKind to the organisation and in-
stead of spending the money on
other luxuries like jewellery and en-
tertainment she is spending on so-
clal work.

She was one of the founder mem-
bers of the Sion-Wadala-Kurla-Chembut
Mahila Mandal (AIWC Branch) and
worked as secrelary for threa larms and
as President and was incharge of the
work centre, She was the secretary for
Mumbai Branch for 3 terms, Secrelary
for Hotel Committee, Vice-Chairman
Education Committee. Whatever is the
designation her main aim was to wark
continuously irrespactive of the position.

AIWC is unfortunate to lose such a
dedicated and self less worker as Usha
Jairam. Lastly she lock up the strest
children’s project with a lot of zeal but
leit the children doubly destitute with her
loss. Her radiance from far also shall
lighten up their lives with hope.
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REMEMBERING USHA JAIRAM
USHA -

BEYOND COMPARE

um

AN ORGANISER

In 1966 Kannada Vanita Samaj
(KVS) started with 5 Kanndigas at RBI
quarters, Bombay Central. In the
beginning only bhajans were
conducted. The membership increased
and Usha Jalram joined KVS. She had
the idea that good progammes should
be offered for ladies apart from the
bhajans, so that Ladies should do seme
useful work for the society in their spare
time. The idea was very novel but space
was the biggest eriteria to conduct any
programme. Atthat lime even, to acquire
any property in Bombay was a herculoan
task with no funds on hand. With Usha's
determination and bold step the idea of
raising funds for the project emerged. In
1968, a small benefit programme at
Blind school hall - Worli was arranged.
With full enthusiasm Usha did the Lions
share of work. From the printing and
selling of tickets, collecting advis. for
souvenirs organising the programmes.
In every aspect she helped us immensely
We could muster some funds but not
enough for even a small flat in Bombay.
Again in 1871 a mega prog of Kishore
kumar nite was arranged al
Shanmukanand Hall. The prog. was
bocked in the biggest hall of Bombay
and prog. by film star member a real up
hill task. The committee was skeptical
about the sucecessful collection of funds,
since the expenditure was very high. But
Usha just plunged into the project deeply
and made it a grand success. She had
te her credit maximum MNo. of tickets and
advis. for the Souvenirs. S Jairam was
always behind her success and he too
was co-operative with all our projects.
He took charge of printing and proof
reading etc. Most probably he must
have missed the programme silting at
the press and dispatching souvenirs to
the hall. Unmindful of their parsonal
problems, health ete. both worked hard
and made it a grand success. She was

of work, With her perseverance and
hardwork KVS was able to purchase a
flat opp. Century Bazar, Worli. In the
heart of a city like Bombay a place to
acquire is really creditable and cradits
go 10 Usha. She was a great organiser
and used to take great pains in going
through minute details and present to
the audience very effectively. Her
contnbution to KVS in beyond words

and thanks to her effort KVS is celebrated ©

the silver jubiles year also on a grand
scale with progs. exhibition etc
throughout that year.

She was a great organiser and used
to take great pains in going through
minute details and present to the
audience very effectively.

ohe was the backbone of any
arganisation. She never cared for name
or fame. She g
has sacrificed B
her whele life to
help others. She
used lo enjoy§
helping poor,
needy and sick |
people.
Unmindful any
comments she g
used to darshfor |4
ward with her | S

SBVA.  mano § £
bhawva. LF T
She was a @

great apprecia- L
terof arls in any |
form. She was 2

Usha with the other KVS Members.

my parsonal side she was helpful when
| was sick. | can naver forget the
incident. Once | was down with virus
fever and my a children were vary
young. Immediately Usha offered 1o
send me some hol, fresh cooked food,
specially cooked by herself. She sant
them regularly till | became alright,
Many times she herself would deliver
the food personaily. She was a tower of
strength 1o me. Both our families were
knit together and worked as one. Any
tima, any crisis at any place she was
there to solve them. We were lucky
enough to be associated with her al
least for 30 years. Mer greatness is still
unimaginable and cannot be expressed
by pen. | had never seen her onee losing
temper and hurting anyone, She was
always humble in all her approaches,
She was the backbone of any
organisation. She never cared for
name or fame. She has sacrificed
her whole life to help others.

I shifted to Madras and 1T was realy
untortunate that | could not meet her,
during her last days. But | cherish her

g

born actress and good orator. She used
to enjoy any good cultural prog. and
would not miss any them. She had deep
knowledge of music and was a good
critic also.

With all these activilies she never
neglected the home. She looked after
her aged mother in law with special care

greateness alway in my memories. Wea
have really lost a noble Jewel,

May her soul rest in peace. We pray
God to give enough sirength to her
family to bear their huge loss.

— Vimala Marayana Rao
(Ex-Traasurar, Vice President KVS :
Mow satled n Madras)

: and kept her comfortable till the end, On
2lways modest in sEI!e of dmm the bulk il =L
R R S e P T T . 1 doriened, Ddowot - 1997



REMEMBERING USHA JAIRAM
SHRADDHA

miﬂ

— Bhavani

Sml. Lisha Jairam’'s involvamant
with the downtroddan masses, specially
women and children, found anocther
outlet in the Sireet Children's project
undertaken by the AJLW.C., Bombay
Branch in response to the appeal of
5.0.5., Pune. Usha was one of the
team of commilied ladies of ALW.C.
who grabbed this offer from S5.0.8.,
Children Village to stant a project for
street children. The team consists of
Smit. Vijayalakshmi Pandit, Tara Shah,
Kastur Manjrekar, Meera Kulkarni,
Pramila Kulkami, Nivedita Sheth, Neela
VYaidya and many more. Usha used to
always mantion it to Kasturiai Manjrekar

i was her enthusiazsm and
involvement that saw the
beginning of this project on 2nd
October, 1996 at Khar Railway
station on Platform hNo. 5 & 6.

(wath whom she would retum home after
the meeting at 5.W.K.C. Mahila Mandal
af '{mq uurcﬁe] that Ihﬂ;.r should be doing

someathing to improve the lot of these
children whom we see along the fool
paths and railway slation whiling away
their time in ungainful and often
S0, when the

desiructive a::limluas

she whole heartedly walcomed it. It was
her enthusiasm and involvement that
saw lhe beginning of this project on 2nd
October, 1886 at Khar Railway station
on Platform Mo, 5 & 6.

Today, there are smne__'riﬂ':.r
children enjoying the fruits of the
stfort put in by Usha and other
committed mambers.

Eias'sﬁuam on p.lfatfn- .

She contacted Srinivas Sawant, a
trained professional social warker whom
she had known through other projects
and sought his active support for this
project. They, along with Usha's daughter
Sarita, talked to a few chiidren around
Santacruz and Khar and got them o
come to their ‘School’ {as they would
call it} at the Khar station. Thus
SHRADDHA was born. This small
beginning has today grown into a full-
flecdged centre with its own office in
Hasinabad lane Municipal School in
Khar.

Srinivas was instrumental in finding
right candidates

for a full time
trained social
worker ‘and a

trained teacher to
spend the whole
day with thase
children in order
to make them
learn the few basic
things in life which
? they had missed
e until then. Sri
Pravin Damle and
Miss Archana
K adam

iransformed these
children from ruthless, fighting, unclaan
urchins inte caring and loving boys and
girls who washed and cleanad
themselves daily and presented
themselves smarly everyday for the

classes at 10.30 a.m.

The organis- ers had a lot of
problams initially as they had no place
and had to virually be on roads mora
often than nol, till they found Lhis reom
in Hasinabad Municipal School. Usha
was greal plilar of suppon and moral
courage to these enthusiastic stalf al all
times of their hardships. She would
parsonally go and sit with them talking
to the chidren on the roads, encouraging
tham not to lose hear. Har house was
their office when they had no place to
go. She scouted the area along with
Pravin to find a place for the cenire.
Then, with the help of Mr. Prabhakar
Vaidya, managed fo convince the
authorities of the Municipal School an
Hasinabad lane at Khar, to let out a
room for their aclivities, Finally thay
maoved hare in March, 1987,

It was this love and affection
showered on them by Usha,
Sarita, Pravin and Archana that
won them over o come 1o school
and llsten to what Sir (Pravin),
Didi {Archana) and Badididi {Usha)
had to say and teach.

These children get their meals, and
glothes through the funds of S.0.5.
Also the staff get their salaries from
5.0.5. The ALW.C. caters to the other
general needs. The Rotary Inner Whael
Club has alsc now pitched in. Thus
lunds have nol been a problem 5o las.
But what is required most is the whole
hearted commitment to see the projact
through. Anvone whe has the shghtest
inkling to the life led by these street
childran, knows that they are deprived
of basic necessilies in lile and they
grow up with no scruples, no morals
and no values. To inculcate in them a
disciplinary life is no mean [ob. They
generally do not respect any one and
tend to look at everybody with suspicion
and distrust, To win their confidence is
the first step if you have to make them
listen to you. This can only be achiaved,
if you make them feel loved and cared
for without admonishing them or being

judgmental. It was this love and alfection
{Contd, Pg. 16)

_ shendy borivueid, Bdowo® - 1007 I
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showerad on them by Usha, Sarita,
Pravin and Archana that won them owver
to come to school and listen to whal Sir
(Pravin), Didi (Archana) and Badididi
(Usha) had to say and teach. The first
few children liked what they got at
school and brought in more children to
join. Today, there are some fifty children
enjoying the fruits of the effort put in by
Usha and other commitied members.
The children have learnt to keep
themselves and also their surroundings
acan. They take bath, comb their hair
and wash their clothes without being
told to. As they share the meals, they
also share responsibility to clean the
utensils.. They spend their time in
organised games, also leaming to read
and write. Among these, now 10 children
are admitted to regular schoocl and
ancther 8 go to training centre to leam
skills which they can put to use for
eaming a living.

Thus Usha's dream of putting these
children on a right path for- seli
development with all the love and care
has become a reality. But she has
passed into a realm beyond the dreams.
The rest of the team in this project has
o see that it continues to grow and
support more and more children in need

- in years to come.
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