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In the present day context,
when the world over there is
violence, hated, erosion of
values, lack of love, perhaps
brute force is no answer. The
Gandhian way of love in the
place of hate and soul force
against the brute force perhaps
could lead us towards peace
and understanding.

Gandhi dreamt of a society
based on human wvalues, non
violence and equality. In this
pursuit, his views covered vast
areas. They were at times
unconventional and lead to alot
of controversy. But Gandhi had
a great conviction in these views.

After we got independence,
we chose different ways to
establish a new social order in
our country. Looking back at
some of Gandhi's writings today
should make all of us ponder.
We bring in Nesaru a series of
writings of Gandhi on various
topics beginning with his view
on Trusteeship.

Theory of Trusteeship

Supposing | have come by a fair
amount ofwealth-either by way oflegacy,
or by means of trade and industry -l must
know that all that wealth does not belorig
o me; what belongs to me is the right to
an honourable livelihood, no better than
that enjoyed by millions of others. The
rest of my wealth belongs to the
community and must be used for the
welfare of the community. | enunciated
this theornywhen the socialist theory was
placed before the country in respect to
the possessions held by zamindars and
ruling chiefs. They would do away with
these privileged dasses. | want them to
outgrow their greed and sense of
possession, and fo come down in spite of
their wealth to the level of those who
eam their bread by labour. The labourer
has to realize that the wealthy man is less

owner of his wealth than the labourer is
owner of his own, viz., the power io
7T 8

The question how many can be real
trustees according to this definition is
beside the point. If the theomny istrue, itis
immaterial whether many live up to it or
only one man lives up to it. The question
is of conviction. lfyou accept the principle
of Ahimsa, vou have to strive to live up to
it, no matter whether vou succeed or fail.
There is nothing in this theony which can
besaid to be beyond the grasp of intellect,
though vou may say it is difficult of
practice.

Harijan, 3-6-1939, p. 145
| am not ashamed to own that many
capitalists are friendly towards me and
do not fear me. They know that [ desire
to end capitalism, almost, if not quite, as
much as the most advanced Socialist or
even Communist. Butourmethodsdiffer,
our languages differ. My theory of
trusteeship is no makeshift, cerfainly no
camouflage. |1 am confident that it will
survive all other theories. [t has the
sanction of philosophy and religion
behindit.... Noothertheonyiscompatible
with non-violence.
Harijan, 16-12-199 p. 376
The Problem of the Rich

(Pierre Ceresole Founder President
of the International Veluntary Service,
during hisvisit of India in 1935, expressed
before Gandhi some of his doubls about
capitalism and non-violence as follows:)

“Could one lay down a rule of life for
the wealthy? That is to say, could one
define how much belongs to the rich and
how much dees not belong to them?”

“Yes," said Gandhiji, smiling. “Let
the rich man take 5 per cent, or 10 per
cent, or 15 per cent.”

“But not 85 per cent?”

“Ah! | was thinking of going up to 25
per cent! But not even an exploiter must
think of taking 85 per cent!”.

Pierre Ceresole’s tangible difficulty

(3)
GANDHI ON TRUSTEESHIP

carry conwiction to the rich man.

“That is where | disagree with the
Communist,” said Gandhiji. “With me
the ultimate test is non-viclence. We
have always to remember that even we
were one day in the same position as the
wealthy man. [t has not been an easy
process with us and as we bore with
ourselves, even so should we bear with
others. Besides, | have noright to assume
that [ am right and he is wrong. | have to
wait until | convert him to my point of
view. In the meanwhile if he says, 1 am
prepared to keep for myself 5 per cent
and to give 75 per cent to charities,' 1
close with the offer. For | know that 75
per cent veluntarily given is better than
100 per cent sumendered at the point of
bayonet, and by this being satishied with
75 per cent | render unto Caesar the
things that are Caesar's. Non-violence
must be the common factor between us.

“You may argue that a man who
surrenders by compulsion today will
voluntarily accept the position tomormow.
That, to my mind, is a remote possibility
on which | should not care to build
much. What is certain is that if | use
violence today, | shall be doubtless faced
with greater violence. With non-violence
as the rule, life will no doubt be a senies
of compromises. But it is better than an
endless series of cdashes/™

“How would you in a word describe
the rich man'’s legitimate position?”.

“That of a trustee, | know a number
of friends who eam and spend for the
poor and who do not regard themselves
as anything but trustees of their wealth.”

°l too have a number of frends
wealthy and poor. | do not possess
wealth but accept money from my
wealthy friends. How can | justify
myself?”.

“¥ou will accept nothing for yvourself
personally. That is to say, you will not
accept a cheque to go to Switzerland for
a change but you will accept a lakh of
rupees for wells for Harijans or for schools
and hospitals for them. All self has gotto

was how ]nng one should wait in order to
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be eliminated and the problem is
simplified.”

“But what about my personal
expense?”

“You have toact on the principle that
alabourer is worthy of his hire. You must
not hesitate to accept your minimum
wage. Everyone of us is doing the same
thing. Bhansali'swage is just wheat flour
and neem leaves. We cannot all be
Bhansalis, but we can tny o approximate
to that life. Thus | will be satisfied with
having my livelihood, but I must not take
arich man to accommodate my son. My
only concemn i5 to keep my body and
soul together so long as I serve the
community,”

“But so long as | drew that allowance
from him, is it not my duty to remind him
continually of the unenviableness of his
position and to tell him that he must
cease to be owner of all that he does not
need for his bare living”™

“Oh yes, that is your duty™.

“But there are wealthy and wealthy.
There are some who may have made
their pile from alcoholic traffic™

“Yes, you will certainly draw a line.
But whilst you will not accept money
from a brewer, I do not know that will
happen if you have made an appeal for
funds. Will you tell the people that only
those who have justly eamed theirmoney
will pay? | would rather withdraw the
appeal than expect any money on those
terms. Who is to dedde whether one is
just or otherwise? And justice too is a
relative term. Ifwe will but ask ourselves,
we will find that we have not been just all
our lives. The Gita says in effect that
every one is tarred with the same brush;
s0 rather than judge others, live in the
world untouched or unaffected by it
Elimination of self is the secret.”

“Yes, | see” said Pierre Ceresole,
and remained silent for a few minutes.
Then with a sigh he said: “But one
sometimes finds himself in a most
embarassing position. | have met people
in Bihar working fromm moming until
evening for less than a couple of annas,

sometimes less than an anna, and they
have often told me that they would very
much like to dispossess the wealthy
around them of their ill-gotten gains. |
have stood speechiess before them by
reminding them of you.”

Harijan, 1-6-1935, pp 121-22

Q. How is it possible to earn lakhs in
a righteous way? Jamnalalji, the
merchant prince, used to say it was not.
Mareover, however careful arich man is,
he is bound to spend more on himself
than his actual requirements merit.
Therefore, why do not lay more stress on
notbecoming wealthy than on trusteeship
of riches?

A, The question is apt and has been
putto me before. What Jamnalalji could
have meant was in the Gita sense that
every action is tainted. It is my conviction
thatitis possible to acquire riches without
consciously doing wrong. For example |
may light on a gold mine in my one acre
ofland. But | accept the propostion that
it is better not to desire wealth than to
acquire it, and become its trustee. | gave
up my own leng ago, which should be
proof enough of what [would like others
to do. But what am [ to advise those who
are already wealthy or who would not
shed the desire for wealth? 1can onlysay
to thern that they should use their wealth
for service. It is true that generally the rich
spend more on themselves than they
need. But this can be avoided. Jamnalalji
spent far less on himself than men of his
own economic status and even than
many middle class men. | have come
across innumerable rich persons who
are slingy on themselves, and they do
not think that they acquire merit in so
doing.

The same applies to the sons of the
wealthy. Personally | do not believe in
inherited riches. The well-to-do should
educate and bring up their children so
that they may learn how to be
independent. The tragedy is that they do
not do so. Their children do get some
education, they ewven recite verses in

praise of poverty, but they have no
compunction about helping themselves

to parental wealth. That being so, |
exercise My common sense and advise
whatispracticable. Those of us, however,
who consider ita duty adopt poverty and
believe in and desire economic equality
may not be jealous of the rich but should
exhibit real happiness in our poverty
which others may emulate. The said fact
is that those who are thus happy are few
and far between.

Harijan, 8-3-1942, p. 67

Doctrine of Equal Distribution

The real implication of equal
distribution is that each man shall have
the wherewithal to supply all his natural
needs and no more. For example, if one
man has a weak digestion and requires
only a quarter of a pound of flour for his
bread and ancther needs a pound, both
should be in a position to safisfy their
wants. To bring this ideal into being the
entire social order has got to be
reconstructed. A society based on non-
violence cannot nurture any other ideal.
We may not perhaps be able io realize
the goal, but we must bear it in mind and
work unceasingly to nearit. To the same
extent as we progress towards our goal
we shall find contentment and happiness,
and to that extent too shall we have
contributed towards the bringing into
being of a non-violent society.

Itis perfectly possible for an individual
to adopt this way of life without having to
wait for others to do so. And if an
individual can observe a certain rule of
conduct, it follows that a group of
individuals can dolikewise. [tis necessany
for me to emphasize the fact that no one
need wait for anyone else in order to
adopt a right course. Men generally
hesitate to malte a beginning if they feel
that the objective cannot be hand in its
entirety. Such an attitude of mind is in
reality a bar to progress.

Mow let us consider how equal
distribution can be brought about through
non-violence. The first step towards it is
for him who has made this ideal part of
his being to bring about the necessary
changes in his personal life. He would
reduce his wants to a minimum, bearing
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would be heeafdm—hnnesty The desire
for speculation would be rencunced. His
habitation would be keeping with the
new mode of life. There would be self-
restraint exercised in every sphere of life.
When he has done all that is possible in
his own life, then only will he be in a
position to preach this ideal among his
associates and neighbounrs.

Indeed at the root of this doctrine of
equal distribution must lie that of the
trusteeship of the wealthy for the
superflucus wealth possessed by them.
For according to the doctrine they may
not possess a rupee more than their
neighbours. How is this to be brought
about? Non-violently? Or should the
wealthy be dispossessed of their
possessions?  To do this we would
naturally have to resort to violence. This
violent action cannot benefit society.
Seociety will be the poorer, for it will lose
the gifts of a man who known how to
accumulate wealth. Therefore the non-
violent way is evidently superior. The
rich man will be left in possession of his
wealth, of which he will use what he
reasonably requires for this personal
needs and will act as a tustee for the
remainder to be used for society. In his

argument honesty on the part of the
trustee is assurmed.

As s00n as a man looks upon himself
as a servant of society, eams for its sake,
spends for its benefit, then purity enters
into his eamnings and there is Ahimsa in
his venture. Moreowver, if men's minds
fum towards this way of life, there will
come about a peaceful revolution in
society, and that without any bitterness.

It may be asked whether history at
any time records such a changein human
nature. Such changes have certainly
taken place in individuals. One may not
perhaps be able to point to them in a
whole society. But this enly means that
up till now there has never been an
experiment on a large seale on non-
violence. Somehow or other the wrong
belief has taken possession of us that

Ahimsa is pre-eminently a weapon for

individuals and its use should, therefore,
be limited to that sphere. In fact this s not
the case. Ahimsa is definitely an attribute
of society. To convinee people of this
truth is at once my effort and my
experiment. In this age of wonders no
onewill say that a thing orideaisworthless
because it is new. To say it is impossible
because it is difficult, is again not in
consonance with the spirit of the age.
Things undreamt of are daily being seen,
the impossible is ever becoming possible.

We are constantly being astonished
these days at the amazing discovenes in
the field of violence. But | maintain that
far more undreamt of and seemingly
impossible discoveries will be made in
the field of non-viclence. The history of
religion is full of such examples.

If, however, in spite of the utmaost
eftort, the rich do not become guardians
of the poor in the frue sense of the term
and the latter are more and more crushed
and die of hunger, what is to be done? In
trying to find the solution to this riddle I
have lighted on non-viclent non-co-
operation and civil disobedience as the
rightand infallible means. The rich cannot
accumulate wealth without the co-
operation of the poor in society. Man has
been conversant with violence from the
beginning, for he has inherited this
strength from the animal in his nature. It
was only when he rose from the state of
quadruped (animal) to that of a biped
(man) that the knowledge of the strength
of Ahimsa entered into his soul. This
knowledge has grown within him slowly
but surely. If this knowledge were to
penefrate to and spread amongst the
poor, they would become strong and
would learn how to free themselves by
means of non-violence from th e erushing
inequalities which have brought them to
the verge of starvation,

Harijan, 25-8-1940, p. 260-1

Courtesy : Trusteeship by M.K. Gandhi
Compiled by Ravindra Kelkar
Published by Navajivan
Publising House,
Ahmedabad

OBITUARY
Sri. C. S. Subbanna

[t is with a profound sense of
regret that we inform our readers
about the sad and sudden demise
of our member Sri. C. 5. Subbanna
on dth February at about 6.30 p.m.
at Mumbai. He leaves behind his
wife Nagamani and three children
Srikara, Srivatsa and Shruthi,
Subbanna was 56. Son of the well
known veena plaver Sri C.K.
Shankara Narayana Rao,
Subbanna was a scientist working
with B.A.R.C. An active member of
the Association he was member of
the Managing Committee of the
Association during the years 1992-
96. He was a enthusiastic trekker.
Jovial and friendly Subbanna will
be missed by all his friends at the
Association

Nesaru prays that his family
members are endowed with strength
to bear this loss.

TRIMURTI

JEWELLERS

GOLD AND DIAMOND
ORNAMENTS

460/4, Venkatesh Niwas,
Ground Floor,
Bhaudaji Road,
Opp Mysore Association,
Matunga (C.Rly.)
Mumbai-19.

Phone : 402 34 85
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