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THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION, BOMBAY
FORTH COMING PROGRAMMES
Sr.No.| Date Programme Time Venue
1 ath Feb 03 Weekly Ganapathi Pooja 7.30p.m Ground Floor
Ganapathi Sahasra Nama Archane
Prasada Vinayoga Sevartha Rs.25/-
2 | 5th Feb03 Maghi Ganapathi Pooja 5.30 p.m. Ground Flaor
Sn Sathyanarayana Pooja 6.30 p.m.
Mahamangalarathi & Prasada Vinayoga 8.00p.m
Sevartha Rs.51/
3 | fthFeb 03 The Mysore Association & Indian Musicological 7.00 p.m. Conf. Hall
Society Present 15t floor
Sitar Recital
by Sri. Chandrashekar Phanse
Demonstration of VCD on Indian Music
By Sangeeta Shankar
4 11th Feb 03 Weekly Ganapathi Pooja 7.30 p.m. Ground Floor
Ganapathi Sahasra Nama Archane
Prasada Vinayoga Sevartha Rs.25/-
5 | 18th Feb 03 Weekly Ganapathi Pooja 7.30 p.m. Ground Floor
Ganapathi Sahasra Nama Archane
Prasada Vinayoga Sevartha Rs.25/-
6 | 13th Feb03 Screening of Kannada Film TA5p.m. Auditorium
2nd floor
7 | 20th Feb 03 Sankashta Chaturthi Ganapathi Pogja 7.30 p.m. Ground Foor
Ganapathi Sahasra Nama Archane
Prasada Vinayoga Sevartha Rs 51/-
8 | 24th Feb 03 Play reading 7.30 p.m. Conf. Hall
15t Floor
8 | 25th Feb 03 Weekly Ganapathi Pooja 7.30 p.m. Ground Floor
Ganapathi Sahasra Nama Archane
Prasada Vinayoga Sevartha Rs.25/-
10 | i1stMar03 Mahashivarathri 7.00 p.m. Ground Floor
Bhajans by Association members Devotional Songs
By Anuja Mahila mandalPooja Mahamangalarthi & Prasada Viniyoga 8.00 p.m.
Sevartha Hs.25/-
11 | 4thMar03 Weekly Ganapathi Pooja 7.30 p.m. Ground Floor
Ganapathi Sahasra Mama Archane
Prasada Vinayoga Sevartha Rs.25/-
12 | 11th Mar 03 Weekly Ganapathi Pocja 7.30 p.m. Caonf. Hall
Ganapathi Sahasra Nama Archane Prasad Viniyoga 1st Floor
13 | 15th Mar 03 The Mysore Association Presents 7.00 p.m. Conf. Hall
Veena Concert 1st Floor
By Jayashree Anvind and Party
Sponsors - Balampur Cheeni Mills Ltd.




ABOUT PROF. M.A.LAKSHMITHATHACHAR

Prof.M.A Lakshmithathachar hails
from the family of Anandalvan - one of the
74 Simhasanadhipathis nominated by Sri
Ramanujacharva - who at the behest of
1 Ramanujacharnya went to Tiupathi to
perform pushpa kainkarya to Lord
Venkateswara. Having passed his B.A in
Sanskri & Philosophy he did his MLA_ in
Sanshrit and qualified as Navya Nyaya
Vidwan. In all his academic pursuits, he
excelled obtaining ranks and gold medals.
including the President’'s Gold Medal.

Keepingwith the tradition of studying
Ubhaya Vadanta, he pursued the
traditional learning under eminent
acharvas like Panditaraja Alwar
Thirumalai lyvengar Swami of Melkote,
KRarpankadu Venkatachariar Swami,
Chakravarthi Srinivasa Varadacharya
Swami and Ramanujamuni Maravana
Iyengar Swami.

He worked as a lecturer for 4 years in
the Govt. College at Chitradurga and
Bangalore. Subsequently he workied as
an Assistant Professor of Sanskrit at the
PostGraduate Dept. of Sanskrit, Bangalore
University for 10 years. He still continues
o guide students of MA | M Phil, and
Doctorate level in Sanskrit and Shastras.
He was deputed as the Registrar of the

Acadermy of Sanskrit Besearch at Melkote
and later in 1990, became its Director, He
continues to serve in that position
presently.

Under hisable quidance the Acadermy
has undertaken many research projects
and brought out many publications.

Prof, Lakshmithathachar has varied
interests sparming from Sanskrit tosdence,
artificial intelligence, information
technology, Eco-friendly systems like
daivavanas & rishi krishi paddati, etc,

He is a member of various high level
bodies like:

* Central Sansimt Board, Mew Delhi

* Consultative Committee for Applied
Research in Indian Technologies, Anna
University, Chennai

* Advisory Committee for Alwar
Divyaprabhandam Project, TTD,
Tupathi

* Implemantation Committee,

Encyclopaedic Sanskrit Dictionany an

HistoricalPrinciples - A National Project

undertaken at Pune and Melkote

Project Review and Monitoring

Committee - Govt. of India Project on

Universal Digital Librany

Fellow - Indian Institute of Advanced

Studies, Simla
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THE ACADEMY OF SANSKRIT RESEARCH, MELKOTE

Located at Melkote - a place with rich historical heritage and known for Sanskrit
studies - the academy aims to bring together the best of both the worlds, of our ancient
sasiras and the modemn scaence. The main activities could be grouped as research,
publications, academic programmes, library, museum and garden.

The academy has carried out research in various areas and has been successful in
bringing out over twenty softwares connected with grammar, verb generation, sentence
analysis, speech synthesis, machine translation from one language to another, dictionaries,

language teaching modules, etc.

[t has published many scholardy publications covering Upanishads, Bramhasutras,

Sribhashya, etc. it has also been organizing many seminars, conferences and workshops
as a part of its academic programme.

The academy is a recognized centre for the Sanskrit courses offered by the All India
Sanskrit Board which conducts Sastri, Acarva, Sastreudamani and Vidvavaridhi courses,
which are equivalent to B.A, M.A, M.Phil and Ph.D. courses and Rashtriva Sanskrit
Sansthan which conducts post graduate courses in Vedanta and Vyakarana. The
Academy is also affiliated to the Kannada University, Hampi and is a recoanized centre
for Ph.D). degree of the Mysore University.

The Academy hasa collection of over 23,000 books, 11,000 old palm leaf and paper
manuscripts, and audiovisual cassettes of lectures by scholars. It has a museum of
various artifacts like coins and idols collected around the Academy. It has a garden of
floweringplants grown in the way described in the andent texts. The Acadermy has a host
of modermn gadgets like computers, scanners, laser printers, Internet access, microfilm
reader, etc. It brings out a newsletter. For further details the reader could contact the
Acadermy on e-mail < asthng@blr vsnl.net.in>,
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MAGNANIMITY OF KANNADIGAS THROUGH THE AGES

Since historical fimes, Karnataka has
been a confluence of various faiths and
cultures though Hinduism was a dominant
force in Kamataka, Jainism, Buddhism,
lelam and Christianity were patronized by
the mulers.

In the third century B.C. Jainism was
flourishing in Hamataka. This i evident
from the fact that the founder of the
Mayryan dynasty, Chandra Gupta Maurya
(322-208 BC) after abdicating his throne
came to Sravanabalegola along with his
Guru and spent his last days there. He had
accepted Jainism and had become an
ascetic. His grandson Ashoka was a patron
of Buddhism. After convening the 3rd
Buddhist council at Pataliputra, he sent
missionaries to propagate Buddhism.
Rakkita was sent to Vanavasa [Banavasi)
in Karnataka and Mahadeva to
Mahishamandala. Mearly 13 Ashokan
incriptions are found in Karnataka in
Chitradurga, Bellany, Raichur and Gulbarga
districts. The Chinese traveler hiuen Tasng
who visited Kamataka during the reign of
Pulakeshi I {609-642 A.D.) says that there
were 100  Sangharamas and 10,000
Bhikkus in Kamataka.

The various dynasties which ruled
Karnataka like Kadambas, Gangas,
Rashtrakutas and Hoysalas patronized
Jainism. It was during the Ganga rule that
the world famous monolithic statue of
Bahubali was erected at Sravandbelagola.
According to Dr. Altekar nearly 30% of the
population in Kanamataka were Jains
during Rashtrakuta rule. The cultural life of
Karmnataka was dominated by them. Among
the gems of Kannada Literature, Pampa
and Ponna belonged to that age.

Arab traveler Al Masudi tells us that the
Rashtrakuta highly respected muslims and
even appointed them as officials. The
Chinchani plates of Indra [l mentions that
Madhumati Sugatipa [Mohammed) of
Tajika Community was appeinted as the
Governor of Samyana mandal before the
end of the rule of Krishna II and he
continued to enjoy the position during the
reign of Indra Il also. This Govemor
associated himself with the construction of
a Hindu monastery, installation of and
image there in and the creation of a
permanent endowment in its favour,
establishment of a free fermy and free

meals. All these throw welcomne light on the
outlook of this Governor. This was due to
the Rashtrakuta rules reciprocating similar
attitude towards Muslims. Though
Vijayanagar Empire was established to
protect Hinduism from the on saught of
Islarn. the Vijayanaga ruler did not show
any discimination against Muslims Rulers
like Devaraya | and Devaraya [l began o
recruit muslim soldiers in their armies and
even built mosques for them. Ramaraya
treated Ali 1, the nuler of Bijapur as his
adopted son, though the latter later on
betrayed Ramarayas trust.

Sirnilar was the treatment meted out to
Christians. The Portuguese missionaries,
who had visited the court of Venkata Il at
Chandragiri were so well treated and
received by the emperor that they thought
of the possibility of easily converting the
empetar to Christianity. The famous rules
of Keladi, Shivappa Nayak encouraged
Christians to settle in his kingdom and
allowed them to build churches.

The Wodeyars of Mysore were famous
for their magnanimity towards all faiths
and creeds. It was during the reign of
Krishnaraja Wodeyar 11 (1734-66) that the
fortunes of Haider Ali began to grow and
he finally succeeded in unsurping power in
Muysore. Both Haider Ali and his son Tippu
Sultan were tolerant rulers and had many
Hindu Officers under them. Krishnarmaja
Wodevar IV (1902-40) inspite of the
prevailing vittated communal atmosphere
in the country had the courage 1o appoint
Sir Mirza lsmail as Diwan of Mysore, who
continued in his office for nearly one and
a half decade During historical times,
though the rulers of Kamataka fought
against their neighbours over political issues,
harmony existing between linguist groups
was rarely strained. The political feud
between Badami Chalulya and Pallavas
of kanchi are well known. When Pallava
Marasimhavarman defeated Pulakeshi I,
Badami which the Pallavainscription daims
to have been chumed by them remained in
the Pallavas hands for nearly twelve vears
unlike the Pallavas when Chalikya
Vikramidtya Il captured Kanchi the capital
of Pallavas he donated heaps of gold to the
Rajasimheshwara (Kailasanatha) temple
there. A Kannada inscription on the column
of the temple records this grant. This act

#7 Dr. H.S. Srinivas

shows the broad-mindedness of
Kannadigas. Dynastic rivalries were many
limes cemented through marriage alliances.
The Kalyani Chalukya ruler Vikramidtya
V1 had married a daughter of the Chola
rule Ballala Il had mamied a Chola Priness,
Cholamahadevi and Chola Kullotunga Il
athad married Ballalas daughter
Samaladevi when the Cholas were attacked
by the Pandvas in 1216, Ballala sent
Crown Prince MNarasimha Il to help
Kullottunga 11l. Ballala I assumed the title
“ sstablisher of the cholas™ after his victory.
In fact during Ballala’s rule a special tax
“Chola Karunya bittiva Bhandi” was
imposed by Hoysalas and levied in 1217-
18 A.D. as a source of revenue which was
utilized in war against the opponents of
Cholas.

The Thigalas, a Tamil speaking
community was brought to Karnataka by
Haider Alin to tend gardens, especially
after he laid the lalbagh garden. The
famous karaga festival of Bangalore is
celebrated annually under their auspices.
Tweo Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu, C.
Rajagopalachari and j. Jayalalitha were
cosely connected wath Kamataka. The
former was a student of central College at
Bangalore, while the latter was bom and
brought up in Kamataka. Kamataka's
northern neighbour Maharshtra was
culturally intimately connected with our
State. Many parts of Maharashtra were
under the rile of Kannada dynasties upto
12th century A.D. The icon of Maharashtra,
Shivaji spent his childhood days in
Bangalore. Scholars feel that he was
inspired from the example of the
atmosphere of the Vijayanagar empire
(nourished by Kempegowds family) at
Bangalore in founding his independent
Hindu kingdom. His son Rajaram when
being chased by the Mughal army was
given shelter by Chennamma (1672-57)
the queen of Keladi. She provided him
escort and helped him reach the fort of
Jinji. The facts stated above testify to the
ohservation made by the Chinese traveler
Huen Tsang who says that the people of
Kamataka were willing to sacrifice their
awn life to protect those who sought refuge
under them. It also speaks of Kannadigas
Spirit of love and tolerance.
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