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PROGRAMME FOR

JANUARY &

FEBRUARY 2000
Jan. 26, 7.00 p.m.

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION
&
CONTRIBUTORY DINNER

Feb. 9 : Maghi Ganapati Pooja
6.00 p.m. Onwards
and Satyanarayana Pooja
followed by Prasada Viniyoga

Sevartha : Rs. 101/~

For details contact
Office of the Association
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AND INTERNATIONAL
| TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

CONTACT

AUGUST
TRAVEL
| SERVICE

Agents For
INDIAN AIRLINES &
JET AIRLINES

REGD. OFFICE :

3r15, ASHIARA, SECTOR 17, 1I

VASHI HAVI MUMBAI

FHORNES : 768 1591
TaT 0902

GRAMS : AUGTRASERY

ALSD AT :
2716, KABBUR HOUSE,

* 768 2558

SION (E). MUMBAI-A00 022.
PHOMNES : 407 2984 ° 409 3573
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AN E- MAIL FROM VISHWAS SAHASRABUDDE

Since it was impossible to have a
chat with Vishwas an attempt was
made to get his views about
Nagamandala play through E-mail
Vishwas's prompt reply is published
here as a complerhentary to
Jayashri 's Conversations with Rekha
and Ganesh Upadhya

[ sincerely thank wou for your
compliments.

Q. Your play ends with a
conventional and traditional note about
hair being the symbol of Subagan and
all that. As a director, what has prompted
you to make these changes from the
original text?

A. In the original play in English,
Girish Kamad has shown two versions
of the end of play. (Please refer
‘Magamandal’, from “Three Plays of
Girish Kamad). In fact there are three
versions. One as narrated by Katha
{story), second as inspired to the Lekhak
(man) as an alternative to the second
ane upon insistence by Jyotis (flames).
We have followed the Marathi translation
by Mrs. Uma Kulkami, which is exactly
as per the English one. Of course, [ have
not read the Kannada Magamandal. |
have opted to end the play on third
version and to omit the second one. |
have not made any changes from the
original script.

Q. What is the contemporary
relevance of the play?

A. Nagamandal is such a play,
which has least indications about the
time and space in which it takes place.
Of course, one has to assume a certain
frame of time and space to perform.
(Remember, | have said ‘least’ and not
no’ indications)

The play could be performed with
any time frame right from medieval
times to 2500 AD. Only thing is those
concepts such as — system of marriage,
moral values about conduct of man and
wife, basic instincts such as attraction
towards opposite sex, desire to survive
and procreate to maintain continual

-- Rekha

existence of one's species — should be
relevant to it

. What is the significance of
Kurudawvva's {The blind lady's) role in
the play?

A, Kurudavwa is an interesting
character, It serves more than one
purpose in the play. She appears to me
like a bird that eats the fruit to satisfy its
hunger butin the process spreads seeds
contained by the fruit. Or like a bee or
a butterfly that comes to the flower with
a purpose of collecting the honey but in
the process camers the pollen grains
away and helps pollination. She is a
part of a carefully knit system in the
nature — a systemn wherein the members
are apparently acting with a sellish
motive but truly are serving others.

She appears to be helping Rani but
she is actually helping herself — just like
the bird or the bee.

She is mother of Kalu [(Kappanna)
and perhaps wants Kalu to remain her
son forever. That is why she is literally
sitting on his back. But it cannot be that
way. As she herself met somebody,
somebody is bound to meet Kalu and
he is going to go away with that
somebody albeit by deserting his
mother, if it means that! She refuses to
accept this rule of nature and hence her
predicament in second act.

Q. Have you seen the original
Kannada production?

A. No. | have not seen Kannada
Nagamandal. But | would love to see it
In fact, | would love to see any
performance of Nagamandal by any
group, just to see how different it is from
that of ours.

Q). What are your views about the
extent of liberty a director can take to
deviate from the text?

A, This is a wvery tricky question. It
is said that the greatest offence that a
director can commit i to add to what
the author has written (and the greatest
offence that an author can commit is to
tell what the director should daol)

However it is also expected and
welcome if a director can inferpret a
particular play in a different way. Girish
Kamad himself has suggested three
possibilities of ending the play. Why?
Could it be so because he felt that all
these three are plausible?

It is not possible to state the exact
extent to which the director can take the
liberty. However, a good play always
leaves many possibilities, which could
be worked on during performance.
Take the case of Juotis (Flames), Katha
(Story), Lekhak{Man). These characters
are with unlimited possibilities of further
adding colours to themselves and to the
play. | have not really succeeded in
exploiting these opportunities. May be |
eould use Jyotis a little but | wish [ could
use Katha and Lekhak more effectively.

I thank you once again for your
keen interest.

Sinceraly,

Vishvas
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Lignitaries on the Sanvada’ panel from £ to R are C R Sinka. CS
Vittal Murthi K Kurtuketr

Kambar,

Vitay Tendulkar and Satish Alekar

R0 Bonweed, ===0 - 2000
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Some of the scenes captured from the plays staged at the
Girish Karnad Natakotsava
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% Scene from ‘Tughlak’ (Kannada) Girish Karnad addressing the Gathering at "Press Meet’ i

— Citod, Printed & Publshed by MAN. Prasad, On behall of the Mysor Assoclon, M, e 0 A A oy
Prirtecd af Aarali Art Frnters, Fort, Mumbai=200 001, © 266 33 61 § 206 589 34



