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KARNATAKOTSAVA - A REVIEW

e ten day “Kamatakotsava” festival
as a mark of Platinum Jubilee Celebration
of the Mysore Association: Mumbai started
on 29th Movember, 2001 with inauguration
aof exhibition of Paintings, Sculpture and

Inauguration of ‘Karnatakotsava’ on 29th Nov. 2001,
Guru. Smt. Bhanumatl, Shri Guruprasad, Director, Dept.

A review of the Mega Festival of art & cultural evenis held at the Mysore Association from 29th
November to 9th December 2001 :

aspectsofartsuch as exhibitions of paintings
. seulptures, dance, music, dramas and
handicrafts, and the festival of Kamataka
Food. The exhibition of paintings of artisls
of Kamataka was organized in co-operation
with Lalitha Kala Academy of Kamataka.

of Information, President Doreswamy seen on.

Silks amidst glitter and grandeur. Dr. D.V.
Guruprasad, IPS, Director - Dept of
Information, Govt. of HKarnataka
inaugurated the function in the traditional
way of lighting the lamp to the
accompaniment of MNadaswaram and
Mridangum. Later Dv. D V Guruprasad
inauaurated the exhibition of paintings and
sculptures. The Secretary of Mysore
Association, Mr. MLAN. Prasad mentioned
that the festival is going to show in a
composite way glimpses of the rich culture
and tradition of Karnataka through all

The exhibition of sculpture was organized
in co-operation with Shilpakala Academy
of Kamataka Also inaugurated was an
exhibition of silks and handierafts crganized
by the Mysore Silks Internationals Lid.
Dr. DV .Guruprasad mentioned in his
inaugural speech that it is nice to see that
the organization was striving to keep up
with cultural bondings with the state of its
members’ original abode and also spread
its fragrance and flavour among the people
of their chosen state of residence. He was

very happy to be a part of the gathering .

Mr. Peter Lewis, Chairman, Kamataka
Lalithakala Academy, spoke about their
efforts to promote young artists of Kamataka
by organising exhibifions and sale of their
paintings. On the dias also present were
Shri Marishamachar, Registrarof Kamataka

Mr. Mukesh Sharma, Director, Door Darshan Kendra,

Mumbai inaugurates the Theatre festival
on Ist Dec. 2001.

Shilpakala Academy and Karnataka
Kalashri Shrimati Bhanumati.

The programme was rounded up with
adance recital in Bharata Matya by Kuman
Snehashree of Bangalore, adisciple of Guru
Srimati Bhanumati, which was very much
appreciated by the audience.

Om the third day of ‘Kamatakotsava',
the ongoing Platimum Jubilee Celebrations
of the Mysore Association, Bombay, the
drama festival was inpugurated by Dr. Arun
Tikekar -Editior in chief, Loksatta Group of

Publicafions, by lighting the traditional lamp

On Dee. 2, 2001, the Chairperson for the seminar on
Indian Theatre, Mr. M. §. Sathyu is being honoured
By the president Mr. Doreswamy
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A Scene from “Aur Kitne Tukde™

to the accompainment of Madaswaran and
Mridangam. Mr. Arun Tikekar is from
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Sholapur and knows a bit of Kannada. In
his inaugural sppech, Mr. Tikekar mentioned
that Language should not be a bamier for
theatre lovers and should be able to enjoy
any production as it's visual impact is
eloquent enough to make the audience
understand the play.

Anaother guest on the dais was Mukesh
Sharma, Director, Door Darshan Kendra,
Mumbai, He hasbeen responsible for stating
of the Marathi channel, “Sahvads’. Mr.
Mukesh Sharma commended the efforts of
the Association and announced the support
of the Door Darshan in covering the event
to the extent possible. B, Magesh, Director,
Kamataka Mataka academy said thatitisa
pleasure to know that Mysore Association
was making an effort to bridge the gap
begtween languages by staging plays in
different languages which are originalhy
written in another language. The
inauguration was followed by the play
"Mahipat Bwanana Tambgi M.A." in
Kannada. It is the play adapted from the
original Marathi play - “Pahije Jatiche™ by
thewell knowmn playwright Vijay Tendulkar.
The play was directed by Walter D'souza

A scene from “Huchcheriva Esarina Prasanga”™

and staged by Prayoga Ranga Bangalore.
Thisplay uses aunique, technique, Wowven
round the incdents in the life of Mahipat,
the play brings to life the various characters
from rural surroundings and depicts their
way of life, steeped in superstifions and
rigidly gripped by the caste system.

On the Fourth day, Aaranjan of Delhi
presented a playin Hindi - Aur Kitne Tukde,

The play is based on Urvashi Butalia’s
* The other Side of Silence”, adapted to
Hindi by B. Gauri, and directed by Kirti
Jain. It was sponsored by IPTA, Mumbai.
The play goes back to Partition of India in
1947 when darkness pervaded, women
were frapped in a time machine, their
voices silenced and wings cipped. While
peoplerejoiced atthe birth of a newnation,
the women of Punjab on both sides of the
border suffered the loss of their honour and
personal happiness. The play revolves
around the stories of four women who are
stung together by the commonality of their
expeniences duringand after partition. While
all of them were victirs of the patriarchal
concept of honour in some form or the
other, their specfic drocumstances create

A scene from ‘Man Hi Man Dalla Naache’

A scene from “"Kurukshetra Se Kargil Tak”

different tragedies. Three out of these four
stories are based on real life characters. The
presentation of the play was of a high
calibre and most of the well known Hindi
Stage and Television artistes were among
the audience that day. As mentioned later
by Mr. Sonatakke, itwas an unique occasion,

After the play, a Seminar was held on
Perspectives of Indian Theatre.

Mr. M. 5. Satyu chaired the seminar
and was the moderator of the session. He
said language is not a bamier in theatre or
cinema, which has its own lanquage and is
understood byall. Lancuage doesn’tmatier.
Theatre does not distinguish between cast,
language or age.

M. Dinesh Thakur, awell known Hindi
Stage and Film artiste, said Hindi 5 an
universal language medium. Theatre has
always beyondborder. Unfortumately Hindi
doesn’t have a parent state. No body wants
to own Hindi theatre and support it like
some of he other regional theatres. The
artiste lives for that moment where the
lights go off & the curtain goes up. Theatre
doesn't claim to change the sodeby. Itisnot
possible io change. It makes the avdience

A scene from ‘Aragina Betta”
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A scene from ‘Rudaali’

to forget the world outside for those few
hors that he is inside the auditorium. Actor
gives enjoyment and political leader gives
hatred. Theatre is possible only on full
stomach. He pleaded that everyone should
give up hatred and leam to love theatre,
performing arts.

Mr. Nagaraj Murthy traced the
development and growth of theatre in
Eannada. Mr. Kamalakar Nadkami spoke
on Marathi theatre. Both acknowledged
the exchanges between the two languages.
it is not surprising since they belong to the
states bordering each otherand have along
history of cultural exchange between them.

Mr. Kanti Madia spoke on the growth of
Gujarathi theatre. His was a lively
presentation and it was evident that he was
2 complete theatre artiste. A househlod
narmeamong the Gujaratis, Mr. KanfiMadia
i5 also a successful producer-director. A
wery intersting point that he made was that
the Gujarati audience is willing to pay for a
good show and they always find audience.
Though there hasbeen alot of plays adapted
from different sources, the Gujarati stage

T e I 55 .= .

Well known Kannada poet Laureate Channaveera Kanavi
is releasing the cassettes brought

-l'.-. |
T it 2

has always acknowledged the origin and
paid the original writer his rovalty.

Mr. Kamalakar Sontakke who was
substituting for Dr. Shnram Lagoo, said
that the theafre is basically regional and
only the regional flavour makes it rich and
ENgrossing.

In conclusion, Mr. Satyu said Theatre
survives not due to State funding but
because of the lovers of theatre among the
audience. In Kamataka, Government has
supported Tirugata, and Rangayana. In
Manipur also theatre enjovs Government
support. IPTA is sixty vears old yet survives
without paying the artists. If's a Peoples’
theatre, surviving without government
support. Professional competition is
organized by Maharashira State. But by
and large, in the Northem region of India,
Theatre is seasonal. But only in Mumbai,
and also now in Bangalore, theatre is an
ongoing activity throughout the year and at
any given day, there are at least fifteen
playsin different languages being staged all
over Mumbai. It is only the love of theatre
amongthe audience thatwill see it through.

A scene from Yavaati’

After the Seminar, a small skit,
‘Hucheriya Esarina Prasanga’ in Kannada
was staged by Prayogaranga of Bangalore.
The orginal story is by K.T.Childkanna and
has been adapted into a play by
Ms.S Sandhya. The play was directed by
Sunetra Pandit who enacted the role of the
central character of the play., ‘Huchcheri,
This is the story of the struggle a poor
working woman undergoes and the
indifference that meels her in the society.
Hucheri is working in various households
to earn a living and perhaps can hardhy
afford a single meal a day. She wants her
daughter to have the best that life could
offer. But, when this does not happen, she
tries all sorts of guile to win her way. In the
end she realizes that respect as a human
being is necessary to live in a sociely.
Sunetra pundit did an excellent job in the
role of Huchchen.

On Monday, 3rd December, 2001,
IPTA staged another Hindi play -
Kurukshetra se Kargil Tak. This is an
adaptation from Kuvempu's “Smashana
Kurukshetra”, a classic written in old

ant by MSIL on “Nityotsava'
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Mr. Shivanna, Minister of Information, Government of
Karnataka inaugurates the ‘Kavi Kovya Goshti’




The Chairperson for 'Kavi Kevya Goshti’,

Shri G. 5.

Shivarudrappa, well known Kannada poet Laureate addresses

the gathering

Kannada. Shailaja has done an excellent
job in turning it into spoken Kannada and
Kamesh Rajhans has rendered this version
into Hindi.

Kuvempu's classic ends somewhere
after World War [l and the holocaust of the
partition of India. The present play extends
the events to another 50 vears to portray
Kashmir and Kargil. This play highlights the
futility of all wars and the resultant effect of
using miclearweapons inwars, culminating
in total destruction and distortion of human
race. The playwas directed by M.5. Sathyu
and beautifully choreographed by Hamsa.
The music was provided by Dwarki
Krishnaswamy and Tirumale Srinivas with
Alaap by Aditi.

On fourth day of the Festival, a Hindi
play -'Man Hee Man Dalla Maache’- was
presented by Dakshini, Bangalore. The play
was sponsored by Udayan, Mumbai.
Udavan is an organisation in Murnbai
engaged in promoting tasteful theatre
activity. The original play is written i
HKannada “Mammolagobba Najukayya”™ by
T.N. Seetharam. It is translated into Hindi
by Mangal Desai, and directed by . Magesh.

Thisisastony of an honest, upright man
who tries tofight conuption and debaucheny
in society and when all odds are stacked
against him heavily, succumbs to iis
pressures and becomes one with it. ltshows
how humans try to compromise for the
sake of survival and is ready to play a pimp
in the face of adversities. Due poor acting
and lack of visualisation and poor casting
on the part of the director, the play did not
meet the audience approval.

On fifth day of the Festival, there was
Kannada play ‘Aragina Betta'. ltwaswritten
by Hooli Shekhar, presented by Nandana
of Bangalore, and directed by RatnaMagesh.

The queen of Khosala comes across a

painting of a child, which impresses her
greatly. She asks the King to locate the
painter and bring him tothe court. The king
orders his soldiers to look for the artist.
However, the soldiers catch hold of aservant
of the royal household as the artist and take
him to the palace. The queen releases him
with the condition that he should bring the
real artist to the palace. The servant and the
maid somehow trick the artist to come to
the palace. The queen gets him to do her
portrait. The queen falls in love with him
and goes with him to live in the hills. The
kingretums after vanguishing the enemies
to find a beautiful porfrait in the palace of
his queen. Suspecting what would have
taken place, he asks his men to look for the
artist and the queen. The soldiers arrest the
artist and the gueen and both are killed.
The king announces that the death of the
queen was due to the penance she had
undertaken and punishes the servant and
the maid for not keeping him informed
properly.

The play was presented in the Folk Art
form of narration by the Sutradhara, with
background narration in poetic verses and
the dancing steps, but did not make much
of an impact on the audience.

Sixth day of the Festival saw the
presentation of Kannada play - ‘Rudali’.
This 15 a play based on the three short
stories written by the Gumanapeeth award
winner Mahashwetadevi in Bengali. The
play portrays the hardships of the women
of fribal and marginal society in our country
and how they try to stand against all odds
and find means of survival by playing the
game of the oppressors. The central
character of Sanichari was well enacted by
Vasudha Bharighat.

On the last day of the Theatre Festival,
Girish Kamad's “Yayati' was enacted in
Marathi by Progressive Theatre Association

Well known singer C. Ashwat

of Pune. Progressive Theatre Association
of Pune is celebrating it's Fiftieth Year. The
play did not present any new inferpretations
from what was already enacted by other
groups a few years ago at the same venue.
The performance was above average in
some scenes but generally starchy.

The ‘Kamatakotsava' continued fortwo
more days. On Saturday, Bth December,
2001 agathering of upcoming youngsingers
from Kamataka presented an evening of
Light Music, rendering songs written by
well known Kannada poets. The compeering
was done by two enterprising, young and
beautiful girls, Ramua and Sushma. All the
singers in the troupe did a fine job and
proved that they have a future in this field.
The programme was hosted by the Mysore
Sales International Ltd.

The last and concluding day of
‘Karnatakotsava' on Sunday, 9th
December, 2001 saw a bevy of Kannada
poets presenting their own works along
with that of another well known poet. lfwas
an unigue occasion for the audience to see
so many laureates assembling under one
roof and for the poels to $ee so many in the
audience literally wanting to listen to them.
The programme was hosted by the Ministry
of Information, Government of Kamataka,
Mr. Shivanna, Minister of Informafion was
the Chief gquest for the day. The day
concluded with well knouwn Kannada singer
- composer C. Ashwath enthralling the
audience with his mesmerizing singing. C.
Ashwath is winner of this year's shishunalh
Sharif Award.

Thus the 11 day long Kamatakotsava
was a festival having many festivals and
was one of its kind in Mumbai. All along
there was a Kamataka food festival and
sale of kamataka silks under Mandara
organised by MSIL.
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