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AT
' THE ASSOCIATION

On 15th May 2002

AKSHAYA TRITIYA MAHA

i GANAPATI POOJA

| 5.00 PM Ganapati Pooja &
Ganapati Homa

| 600 PM Nawagraha Pooja &
Nasagraha Homa

T PM Poomahuti.

Nared an

85.00 P M Maha Mangalarathi, |
Mantaoechoam i

S 30 P M P Vinayogam |

All are cordially invited. |
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On 27th & 28th of October, the
Mysore Association, Bombay
held a two day festival called
Bhakti Sangam comprising of
lectures and concerts on
contribution of the saints from
Karnataka & Maharashtra of the
Indian Bhakti Movement. Prof.
Vasantha Kushtaji,, who has
conducted extensiveresearchon
Dasa Sahitya spoke on the
contribution of the saints from
Karnataka. We bring to the
readers of Nesaru the second
part of his lecture.

(...confinued from last issue)

Though Shamas are fully considered
the body and mind are sacred and pure,
at the same time they are fully aware of
the common human needs and problems
which must be adequately meet with.
But in their approach poverty is physical,
not mental or spiritual. Therefore they
brought th : revolution, through which
they uprooted the superstitions,
exploitative and ritualistic practice,
considered external opulence as
superfluous and evaporative like a lamp
exposed to the winds or the people
gathered in a market place. Therefore,
external or physical poverty is no
indication of the spiritual or mental
poverty. Basavanna for example
considered the poor Shamas are rich in
their heart - in his words;

“Lock at their hearts, they are poor

Look at their hearts, they are rich;

Lock at their wealth, they are poor;

But they are richly endowed

with a great heart!

Kudala Sanga’s Sharnas

are heroes without pluck!

Whom could |

Compare them to?

Because Shamas believed that the
earth, the growing grain, blowing wind
are gift of God. Hence through Kayaka,
these gifts can be utilised for the welfare
of the Mankind. Therefore, all kinds of
occupations, callings and professions of

KARNATAKA'S CONTRIBUTION TO INDIAN BHAKTI MOVEMENT

those days (12th century AD) were found
represented by a large number of people
particularly those who were engaged in
unskilled, manual and so called polluting
occupations such asagriculture, weaving,
carpentry, dairving, entertainment,
basketmaking. All these persons and
groups were freated alike as all the works
were freated the same; all the persons
irrespective of theirage, sex, ococupations
were considered equal. This shows that
the work (Kavak) is the purifatory process
which 5 a must for every one; mere
differences in the pertformance do not
make the occupations different and
considered superior or inferior. This was
the central base of the Shama Bhaldi
Movemnent. Here, this Movement was
very clear about the concept of equality.
Infact, in the religious congregations
whichwererequlariy heldin Basavanna's
residence, the Brahmin rubbed his
shoulder with the untouchable, the
Minster sat with the attendant in the
Anubhavamantapa. A graphic picture of
the Anubhavamantapa or the hall of
(God's experience is available in a work
called “Shunya Sampadane” (1400 AD).
Every Sharana was not only equal to him
but more than equal and that eveny
Sharna was God in human form. If the
low caste Madivala Machidev, a
washerman, says that he was an
enlightened man because of the grace of
the holy feet of Basava; Basava
reciprocates the gesture by saying that
he is fortunate man because he could
touch the holy feet of Madival Machideva.
Basava who was Brahmin, went and
dined with the untouchable MNagimayya.
Infact even a mamiage was amanged
between the daughter of Brahmin and
son of an untouchable which the king
Bijjala could not tolerate. His army
intervened to stop the mamiage as a
consequence of which thousands of
followers of Bazava had to loose their
lives.

Whenwe see the whole development
of this Bhakti Movement, we have fo
come to concusion that essentially this
movement is full-fledged social
movement. Because Basava Movement

@ Prof. Vasanit Kushtagi

went a step ahead and advocated the
social equality aswell. Itis this that clearly
distinguishes the Shama Movemnent from
other Bhakti Movements, Because of this
kind of nature about 216 Vachanakaras
were attracted to this and composed
about 15,533 Vachanas.

They are of different backarounds,
occupations and cast groups. I we
analyse we find the following interesting
picture

Boatman 1; waste-grainpicking 1:
cook 1: Woodcutter 1; Accountants 2;
Shepherd 1; Barber 1; Rice pounder 1;
Librarian 1; Shoe makers 4; Waterman
1: Weavers 4; Carpenters 2; Watchmen
4: Stabler 1; Basketmaker 1; Hunter 1;
Washerman 1; Fisherman 1; Religious
professionals 8; Jewel Merchant 1;
Prostitute 1; Doctor 1; Agriculturists 4:
Trader 1; Umbrella Bearers 1; Gowt
Officials 5; Rope maker 1; Betal leaf
bearers 2; tickler 1; toddy seller 1; Tailor
1: Pan-cake seller 1: Dawn Announcer 1;
Thievery 1;

There are many Vachanakaras,
whose professions or caste groups cannot
be made out. But the above list clearky
shows that the movement was centered
mostly in the people belonging fo
Backward, downtrodden or the labour
groups. Therefore this movement was
essentially not only social one, but it is
identified thismovement is socio-religious
moverment.

The literature of Sharma Bhaklii
movement slowly adopted music. so that
the philosophy ean sooth the soul
effectively. Afterwards such compositions)
are named as Tatvapadagalu. This term
Tatvapada is widely known its
philesophical lyrical quality. In this oral
creation is a unigue genre of Vachana
adapted to music and/or an expression
of metaphysical concern or could be
treated as plain devotional song. Thi
kind of literature is called also as Kaivaly,
Sahitva; Svara Vachana; Bhajane. Al
these names sugagest the attitude of th
people towards, these unique creations
Tatva is ‘philosophy” and pada mean
‘song’; Savra suggests ‘raga’ or ‘tune

Jemoy 2ondeeed, e - 2002




chana is the name of the genre of
#on that evolved in the socio-
; s movement of 12th century of
pmataka; Raivalya is ‘Moksha’ or
fation and ‘sahitya’ is literature
e is of course, the most popular
n of devotional singing or
&l I}y‘l‘iﬂﬂ. i
WTatvapadagalu have aroused much
Sesnic inferest as to their content and
sture. In this regard scholars have
ntified four distinct historical stages.
i stage is represented by works of
amas of 12th century. The works
Snav saints represent the second
This second stage has played an
B role in Bhakti movement like
sshamas by Hari Dasas. This needs
B, which is going to be explained
W The great bulk of songs composed
18th and 19th centuries represent
' #hird phase and the most important
M prolific period. The present day's
sesrepresent the fourth and last phase
development. Tatva Padagalu are
diluted forms of serious religious
s from which the former have draum
B merely inspiration but also material,
W ane 20 easy to compose and to sing
ey are struciured on the basis of the
oay experiences of the common
pie. One for example from Shishunal

The roof of the house is leaking
hanks to the down pouring raining
“Sone could do anything about it
e myself surrounded by the pitch
b couldn’
WCEmb up to reach and repair it
The roof of the house is leakig.
a time one may come across
fate composing scintillating SOTGS
ed with metaphysical themes which
Sung in groups by ordinary peaple.
, have comenting force of
2ing and binding people from
ent walks of life to share the
scaling divine love woven in the

#he parallels to Tatvapadagalu in
sent regions of India such as Bayls of
and Sufi saints’, compositions
rthy for undertaking comparative
= of those under-currents that have

e ——
e ————————————

shaped our socio-religious life.

In this form of Tatva Padagalu,
besides veershaiv Vachnakarar: and
Vaishnava Haridasaru, Sishunal Sharif,

Kadkolu Madivlappa, Kaivara
Narayanappa, Gathahalli Anjanappa,
Mailar Basavalingappa, Balaleecla

Mahanta, Nijaguna Shivayogi, Sama
Bhushana Shivyoai, Muppin Shadakshri,
Channur Jalal Shaheb efc., are same of
the important Tatva Padakarary have
used their contemporary material to
convey the spiritual equality of man and
also to record soco-religious changes.
And these Tatua Padagalu helped the
mass to develop the qualities of
harmonious co-existence.

Though Karnataka's Conspicuous
contribution to the waorld literature is
Vachana of Sharnas of the 12th Century,
the Vaishnava contribution i.e. Haridasa
Literature made in Karnataka during the
14-18 centuries is equally important.
There are more than two hundred
Haridasas who include certain important
woman saints such as Harpanahalli
Bheemavva and Helavana Katti
Giriyvamma. The Haridasa Tradition is
an off shoot of the vedic tradition high
lighting the supremacy of Harii.e. Vishnu,
Though the Haridasa tradition is an off
shoot of the vedic traditions. but to SOMme
extent Haridasas were heirs to Vachana
tradition. The Haridasashave expressed
their experiences in their Kirthanas
(Divine songs), Ugabhogas, Suladis etc..
with a view to propagating the Vaishnau
Philosophy to all these interested in
attaining salvation irespective of class,
creed, caste and religion, And they have
propagated Vedanta in simple Kannada
language by filtering the useless religious
practices. The greatness of the Haridasas
of Kamataka lies in their contribution to
the pure Kamataka music through which
they have propa gated the Dwaita
philosophy. In the world of Indian
classical music, Karagtaka Music has
occupied prime portion, and the pioneer
oftheschool of F’urandaradasa:u.a great
name in both the areas, music and Bhalti.
The teachings of Haridasas is compared
with the glittering gold coin, of which one
face has the picture of social outlook and
the other face has the figure of religious

ouf look.
—H
__—_l_-_-__
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vz oharaas have bellel in e rea iy
behind the world of appearance, lives in
the full light of the vision and its haunting
beau!s,r.'!'hismeyhauealmjmdpraciir:ing
Shatsthal Sidhant, { ) after clarifying their
doubts ( ) through free discussions in
Anubhava Mantapa. The essence of
Shatshtala and stages by which the
individual soulreaches Parmeshwara are
graphically given by Allama in one
Vachana; Become Bhakta by love;
Mahesh by Nisthe, Prasadi by
Savadhana, then prenalingi by
Svanubhav by intuitive experience, a
Sharmma and the attainment of
Samarasbhava and Nirbhavpad and
Aikvasthal bom out of a distinetion in
Nirbhavpad. After the Kalvan Kranti took
place, the Anubhav Mantapa was no
longer a vital part of the life of people.
But its spirit was there as the centre for
the search after culture where of the real
merit was originality, and the true foree
lay in the conviction that huy manity is one
and indivisible. A new spiril was required
to fuse together the vitality of the old faith
and of the forms of novel culture.

With the dawn of the theistic
movements in the 13th century, the
supremacy of religion again asserted and
a new order of brothethood arose in the
shpae of an ecesiastical organisation with
Madhwacharya at its head. He
propounded the Duwaita Sidhanta and
encucitated by Shri Vyasraj in his
Navaratnamala and by Srj Sripadraja in
his Vagvajradhara_ contains nine
fundamental tenents. Shr Hari is all
supreme, sarvothama. The world is
reality, satva differences between souls-
jivas. But all jives are servents and
dependents on Sri Hari, The differences
between every element of creation are
an immutable and unchanging lawy. The
Sukhanubhava is Mukti, and Anubhava
of Sukha in Swarupadeha is Moksha.
Bhaldi is the only Sadhana of Mukti. For
this there are three pramanas only;
Pratvaksha, Anuhmanand =abda. Sri
f—hﬁmgnrzahleandmmmeherﬁiblennly
through the Vedas.

To attain Mukti, according to way of
life of Haridasas, one has to adopt the
principles of that life and attain the
qualifications of Haridas and practice the




same in tolo and achieve Multi, Sri
Vijayadasa in his Haridas Lakshana
Suladi describes, the vows that had to be
taken up by the Haridas before
ordination. Absolute faith in Sruti, Smiti,
Furana and lthihasa. The Haridasa is
strictly prohibited from making debs,
and from reserving and for of his earnings
for the tomorrow. He was to be content
with his means, and never complain that
he has not enough for the day. Whatever
is acquired during the day must be
consumed during the day, without any
thing left for tomomow, lest the residue
should come in the way of his daily
peregrinations from door to door for
collections of alms to meet daily need.
He should not listen to any reproach of
Hari and an uncomplimentary thing said
of the lord. His life is dedicated to the
service of Hari and he must be constantly
contemplating the name and divinity of
the lord.

With this Haridasa has great concemn
for society. They have vigorously
condemned casteist practices. Kanaka
dasa utters this “Fight not saving caste,
caste and caste! Do vou know the actual
origin of your caste?”; here we must not
forget that V 1asraj ignored the caste of
Kanakadasa : nd took him as his disciple.
The another disciple of Vyasraja is
Purandar Dasa who says that “he is low
caste who tells, lie” etc. Because Haridasa
advised people to give importance to the
conduct and character but not the caste.

Purandaradasa in a noble song,
describes the characteristics of an
untouchable Holeva and untouchable
women holati and colony of
untouchables Holageri; “there is no
holeya or holati in the holageri. He is
holeya who is harsh to his father and
mother and in his infatuation to his wife.
She is a holati who hates, her husband
and conspire, with her sons against him;
he is a holeya who having acquired
learning and happiness leams to scorn
the aged; she is a holati who panders to
other men and is constanthy irritating and
cantankerous to her hushand:; he is a
holeya who remains unaffected by
tenderness at the sight of those who are
feeble and wretched; she is a holati who
15 always quarrelsome, jealous, and
lustful; he is a heleva who does not love
or worship God; she is a holati who seeks
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to live oblivious of God”: Purandara
asks the question in another Keertana “Is
holeva always on the outskirts of the
town? Is he not here in our midst?:
Haridasas repudiated caste superiority
and associated high distinction
imespective of birth or caste to those who
were the abode of virtue “Sakalaguna
Sandra.”

According to Haridasasto gethuman
life is one’s own fortune and one must
make it meaningful. Human life is great;
Oh fools, do not waste it. Another
distinguishing feature of the Bhakti
Meowvement is that they generally do not
gloriiy celibacy, although celibacy had
an edge over married life. Many teachers
of the movement were themselves
mamied. There was no word negation;
on the other hand there was stress on
world acceplance to accept life as a
challenge and face it. One of the
Purandaradasa’s famous composition
begins as “lsabeku, lddu, Jaisabeku™
vou, should swim across the stream of
life; being part of it, you should over
come it. He continues - “Be firmas arock
in the midstream of life; bend like bow
before the enlightened”. Basava
compares the mortal life to a mint. A
piece of metal gets accepted outside only
after it gets stamped inside the mint. “be
acceptable here, vou will be acceptable
there, in the heaven” says Basavanna.
Another saint tells that such a family will
be showered with blessings if husband
and wife live in perfect harmony.

Hence according to Haridasas human
life is a very precious. To make it more
precious eveny teaching of Haridasa has
the dimension of sccio-religious outtock.
If we get this out look we must give great
importance to moral improvement. But
some appears that they are content with
the ritualistic side, but is not perfect,
because neglecting moral aspects, one
can not attain perfectness. Purandardasa
very aptly says:

The teaching of Haridasas are the
voice of a soul aspiring to meet the lord.
Here we find universality in teachings:
For example, with unstinted devotion
Purandaradas sang:

“The world moveth when Hari Moves
The world speakth when Hari Speaks)
The world seeth when Hari sees
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The world breatheth when Hari breaths

Hari alone is the all doer. oh
Purandaravithala

Where shall I search in thiswarld, oh lord
The king may like, the subjects dislike

The servants may be pleased, but the
king displeased

Oh Ranga, how these mortals, behave
indeed!

You are the lord, vour devolees take pity
on me

If you are please with me
Otherwise do they ever glance at me”

I am to quote here also, which is
befitting to know the universality vision
very clear from Harikathmruta Sara of
Jagannath Dasa; which speaks above
the intensity of the Bhakti Movement
and world brotherly hood:

All the countries are blessed:

All the creatures are worthy for aims
All the words spoken in the three spheres
Are hymns, the mantras

All the works are worshipful

This is Bhagwat Dharmma; which is
found in the Bhakti Movement of
Haridasas of Kamataka. This type of
Bhakti movement is also found in Saints
of Maharashira. They are followers of
advaita School of Shanlkar and developed
faith in the worship of all the well known
devatas. Yet, their foremost deity was
Vithalnatha wha is the manifestation of
Lord Krishna in child form. As followers
of Pundarika after whom the image was
named Pandharinath, the Varkaris
devout Vaishnavites, with Siva as one of
their Istadevatas. They never made any
distinction between Siva and Vishnu:
Hari and Hara. They maintained that the
highest God was both Saguna and
Nirguna.

Here we shall tny to know litile about
Bhagawat Dharma. Because Haridas
movemnent is very much influenced by
Bhagavat Dharm because Haridasas
have given practical demonstration of
the principle of Samanvaya in their
composilions,

{to be continued)




We have been bringing to vou in
Nesarn since the last 3 issues
excerpts of Mahatma Gandhi's
unity’s. writings.

We bring vou in this issue some

more views of his on Character &
Nation building.

COMMUNAL UNITY

It means an unbreakable heart unity
(ibid., p.B).

The first thing essential is for every
Congressman, whatever his religion may
be, to represent in his ouwn person Hindu,
Muslim, Christian, Zoroastrian, Jew etc., in
short every Hindu and non-Hindu. He has
to feel his identity with every one of the
millions of India. In order to realize this,
every Congressman will cultivate personal
friendship with persons representing faiths
other than his own. He should have the
sarme regard for the other faiths as he has for
his oun.

In such a happy state of things, there
would be no disgraceful oy at the stations
such as “Hir.dv water™ and “Mushm water™
or “Hindu fe +~ and “Muslim tea”™ (ibid).

We have been accustormed to think that
power comes only through legislative
assemblies. | have regarded this belief as a
grave error. The truth that power resides in
the people. . ... Parliments have no power
or even existernce independently of the
pecple...... Civil disobedience is the
storehouse of power.. .. Imagine a whole
people unwilling to conform o the laws of
the legislature and prepared to suffer the
consequences on non-compliance. They
willbring the whole legislative and executive
machinery to a standstill ... No police or
military coercion can bend the resolute will
of a people who are out for suffering to the
uttermaost.

EHAIM

It connctes the begmning of economic
freedom and equality of all m the couniry.
It... means a determination to find all the
necessaries of life in India and that too
through the labour and intellect of the
villagers (ibid.. p. 11).

The formulais : evenyvillage toproduce
all its necessaries and a certain percentage
in addition for the requirements of the

cities.

Only a few broad rules can be laid
down here;

1. Ewvery family with a plot of ground can
grow cotton at least for family use
The farmer needs to know that his first
business is to grow for his own needs.

2. Ewvery spinner would buy - if he has not
his cwn enough cotton for ginning which
he can easily do without the hand-
ginningroller frame. He can gin his own
portion with a board and an ron rolling-
pin. Where this is considered
impracticable, hand-ginned colton
should be bought and carded. Carding
for self can be done well on a tiny bow
without much effort...... The slivers
made, the process of spinning
commences. For this | stronagly
recommend the dhanush takli.... (for
this reason) that it is more easily made,
iz cheaper than and does not require
frequent repairs like the wheel {ibid.. p.

13]

Imagine the unifving and educative
effect of the whole nation simultaneously
taking part in the processes up (o spinning.
Consider the leveling effect of the bond of
common labour between the rich and the
poor (ibid.. p. 14)

OTHER VILLAGE INDUSTRIES

(These) cannot exist without khadi,
and khadi will be robbed of its dignity
without them. Village economy cannot be
complete without the essential village
industries such as hand-grinding, hand-
pounding, soap-making, paper-making.
match-making, tanning, oil-pressing elc.,

All should make it a point of honour to
use only village articles whenever and
wherever available... when we have
become village-minded, we will develop a
true national taste in keepingwith the vision
of a2 new India in which pauperism,
starvation and idleness will be unknown.

VILLAGE SANITATION

Instead of having graceful hamlets
dotting the land, we have dung-heaps. The
approach to mamyvillages is nota refreshing
experience. Often one would like to shut
one’s eyes and stuffl one’s nose, such i= the
surounding dirt and offending smell.. ..
{We) should. .. make our villages models of
cleanliness in every sense of the word.

GANDHI ON CHARACTER & NATION BUILDING

BASIC EDUCATION

This is meant to transform village
children into model villagers. ... It develops
both the body and the mind, and keeps the
child rooted to the soil with a glorious vision
of the future in the realization of which he
or she begins to take his or her share from
thevery commencementof his or her career
in school.

ADULT EDUCATION

(The villagers) do not know that the
toreigner's presence is due to their own
weakness and their ignorance of the power
they possess torid themselres of the foreign
rule. My adult education means therefore,
first, true political education of the adult by
word of mouth. Side by side with it will be
the literary education. This is itself a
specialiby.

WOMEN

Woman must be the true helpmate of man
in the mission of service.

She has as much right to shape her own
destiny as man has to shape his.

Men have considered themsehres to be
lords and masters of women instead of
considering them as their friends and co-
workers..... Itis up to Congressmen to see
that they enable them to realize thir full
status and play ther part as equals of men.

EDUCATION IN HEALTH
AND HYGIENE

Think the purest thoughts and banish all
icdle and impure thouahts.

Breathe the freshest ar day and might.
Establish a balance between bodily and
mental worl.

Stand erect, sit erect, and be neat and cdean
in every one of your acts, and let these be
an expression of your inner condition.
Eat to live for service of fellow-men. Do not
live for indulging vourselves. Hence vour
food must be just enough to keep vour
mind and body ingood order. Man becomes
what he eats.

Yourwater, food and air must be dean, and
you will not be satishied with mere personal
cleanliness., but vou will infect vour
surroundings with the same threefold
cleanliness that youwill desire foryourselves.

Courtesy : Character & Nation Building
by M K. Gandhi

Edited by : Valii Govindji Desai
Published by : Navajivan Publishing House
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