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Play Reading - Sriranga’s

Daari Yaavudaiyvya
Vaikuntakke ?

[t seems 1o be Sriranga times currently.
After a multilingual festival on Sriranga’s
plays in Februarny, we had at the play
reading session in March, a discussionwith
the 4 Mumbai troupes, which had produced
plays for the festival. It is interesting to note
that some of the plays like * Sanjivini the
Super Show" and ' Nee Maveyolago
MNinnclu Maayeyo * which were produced
torthe festival have had a fewrepeat shows
al Mumbai.

20, it is no surprise that at the play
reading session in April, on 26th , Dr, Usha
Desairead Sriranga's * Daari Yaavudaiya
Vailuntaklke * which has been translated
by her into English. The reading was
followed by a lively discussion on the play.

The play - true to Sriranga’s style - has
aDramatist, a Drama Critic and a Spectator.,
It debates whether the old tradition is good
or ihe modemn progress isgood, To highlight
the concept it uses 4 - 5 episodes dealing
with ICBMs, kings & politicians, traditional
& modermwomen, etc. The twoends of the
arquiment never meet, like the views of the
dramatist and the critic. [t ends with the
spectator taking up a balanced mid path,
taking an optimistic view of both

In the discussions that followed, the
points that emerged were:

o The play is very wordy and gets to be
repetitive as each episode makes similar
points

e Needforeditingthe play and rendering
it Crisper.

& Need to put in visual components in to
the play.

» The translation was good and smooth
flowing
Though this play was written in 60°s, it

has been staged only once. However, the

concept underlying the play is applicable
even now. Dr. Usha Desai said that these
were the aspects of the play that appealed

to her and made her choose this play for
reading.
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a3 25052004
Smi M. 5. Sheels - Vocal

Sl Soundarya -
B 30052004 SUGAM SANGEET
Kum, MO, Palla - Vacd
Sri. Jeevan - Keyboard
Hindustard Fluie Rocital

T 3.052004
Kathak Dance by

Thir story o sireed children sinugglng for su

Bazed on the Marsihi play “Vazsamsd Jeernani™ by Mahesh Elkunchmar

= Guramurtty - Modangaes

&, Praveen Ghodidhind = Flue
Hindustani Vocal Concert : Sri. Madhaw Gudi - Vool

FORTHCOMING PROGRAMMES

PROGRAMME
Rangshibir-Workshop Presentation
Rangshibir - Children’s Play

NATYASHALA'S
“MAAZA KHAOQ MALADYA™
Congeved & Diraclad by = Andnd

AN are cordfally mvited

“BARINENAPE ALLENU"

KARNATAKOTSAVA
A fastval of Music & Dance jointly ongandzad by ;

Sent. Maling Mohan - Vol

Sri. Abur Ananthakrishna - Maceogam
Bharatfanatyam by Dr, Shridhar

Srl Srivatsa - Vool
Sri. Mahesh - Flute

Sri Arun Kumar - Ryt Pads
Sei Uday Rajlasenar - Tabds

Eysore Sri. Magaraj & Smt Charumathi
All are cordially invited

Kannada Trarstabon by Girish Karmad

THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION, BOMBAY

TIKE VENLUE
11.00 a.m Mymone Assotiation Audorium
11.00 a.m Mysone Assodation Awdtonium

reival. Povesty & want, and abseece of proper hama, drive them twards the path of crime
A sthecl geing girl hedps these childnen gat back 1o the main stream of lite,

KANNADA KALA KENDRA'S DRAMA FESTIVAL
Abhinaya Mantapa, Mumbai's “Suyedhana”
The Fine Arts Section of Mysore Association Presents

730 pam
30 pum

Mbriorn Assodiation Audionmm
Mysont Assaciation Awdborium

Dirgctod by » Nandita Yadaw

Miysors Association, Bombay & Kamatak Sangestha Nrithys Acade
CARMATIC VOCGAL CONCERT 0 7

£.45 pm Myzoee Ashociasion Asdlous
£.00 p.m. Mysore Association Audiorium
630 p.m. Mysore Assbeiabion Audormm
8.00 pum, Myscm Associxtion Auddocum
6.30 pm, Mysooe Amsociation Audiorius
8.00 pam, Myzoee Azzaciation Auiore
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Aneka, a Bangalore-based troupe staged Kalidasa’s
Meghadootha

The Kannada Kala Kendra, Kamataka

. Mumbai and The Mysore
Assodiation jointly presented Aneka's play
Meghadootha. The play was directed by
the eminent director Suresh Anagalli, an
alurmni of the National School of Drama.,
| Anacalli has ventured to contemporize
Meghadhoota, Kalidasa's immortal saga of
love, held to be the epitome of classical
poetry of India. The endeavour sought to
‘demystify’ the dassics and make it more
accessible to the palate of a modern day
audience. Though the verses of the bard, in

at the Mysore Association on the 25th of April

helaved Yakshi,

The pangs of separation become
unbearable for the lovers, especially with
monsoon in the offing. When the first douds
of monsoon do arrive, he decides to send
the message to his lady love. He reasons
that only the moving couds can carmy his
message o the heavenly abodes of the
Gods, where his beloved pines for him. He
requests the douds, who agree to convey
his feelings to hislove. The monsoon clouds
traverse across the great country assimilating
and observing the various regions, their

¥
e

Kannada, were maintained, the rest of the
presentation included innovative use of
music, costume, and properties among
others. The play, which could be safely
fermed experimental, was a commentany
on the changes/similarities of the India of
yore and today. Innovation was definitely
the kesnword.,

Meghadootha, on the surface, is a
simple yet immortal ballad on a lover's
vearning for his beloved. The plot revolves
around a Yaksha. a semi-god, who in a
marment of passion - fails in his duty, that of
protecting the garden he was assigned to
look after. Kubera, the god of wealth, who
by definition is a veny rich man, owns this
garden. Kubera s passionate about his
splendid garden.

Airavatha, the celestial elephant, on a
jaunt, chances upon this garden of gardens,
goes on a spree and in his frolic wreaks it.
Kubera banishes the Yaksha to Earth as the
punishment for temporary dereliction of

inhabitants and habits enroute to their
destination, the lovelorn Yakshi. Finally,
the play culminates with the message
reaching her.

Meghadhootha’s value lies not only in
its poetic beauty, but also in the rich and
variegated information it offers about many

aspects of the India in which Kalidasa lived
in. It is this aspect of the work that Anagalli
has tapped for his venture. He has used the
episodic character of the work to layer ina
tapestry of his visions. Anagalli's mastery
over stage crafl was apparent in his
interpretation(s), and the intelligent use of
modem shapes and concepts that blended
into the revered work. A bullock cart was
created with bicycle seats and hands. The
lingas representing the act of aeation, the
metallic plants, Airavatha with the mask
and the concluding sequences where the
Yakshi drifts away on the douds are worth
appreciation.

The music was an amalgamation of
Hindustani alaaps, various instruments
along with western rhythms. The pre-
recorded music complemented the
production, while the live music fell flat. It
was jarring as the voices could not match
gel with the tempo or pitch of the pre-
recorded music. A move uniform use of
recorded music, or better synchronisation
would have help avoid discrepandies from
the live chorus that seemed to affect the
!Eﬁ"lpﬂ

Theyoung cast proved tobe competent
in executing the complex compositions and
in handling the elaborate propertieswithout
a hitch. The energetic sutradhara deserves
special mention for his interesting antics
which served to string the play together.

Though the soul of the poetry was lost
in the poetic license the divector took, it s
heartening to know that newer idioms are
being explored. One only wishes that the
search for the new does not supplant the
beauty of the old.

- Sneha Nandgopal

duty. Thusthe Yaksha is separated from his = ' B |
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MATRIMONIAL

Alliance required for lyengar boy aged
29 years Engineer in family concem.

Height & fl. Smart well settled in
Bombay. Preferably lyengar girls
suitable height and age between 26 1o
27 years with good feature.

Mame & Address:

Mr. MLK.S. lyengar

Nilgiri Garden CHS

A1 (101) Sector-24

CBD Belapur, New Bombay-400 614

Tel.: 27520380

~
FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC

AND INTERMNATIONAL
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

| CONTACT

AUGUST
TRAVEL
SERVICE |

Agents For
INDIAN AIRLINES &
JET AIRLINES

2716, KABBUR HOUSE,
SION (E). MUMBAI-300 OZZ.
PHOMES : 2407 208472408 3573
2407 7750
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Shri. V. M. Rao, known popularly as
“Swaramurihy”, hailled from a farnily of
musicians with a great lineage_. He was the
grandson of the veena legend “Veene
Sheshanna™ and the 26th generation in the
areat lineage of musicians starting from Adi
Appaysa, who adomed the Royal Courd of
Muysore at the time of Hyder Ali. It is said
that Adi Appayya was the gurn of Shyama
=hastn, the well known composer. V. N Eao
was a prodigy who got the title of
“Swaramurthy” at the Royal Court of
Cadwal af the tender age of 5 and was the
poungest Asthana Vidwan in the Court of
the Maharaja of Mysore. Add to this the fact
that he was equally proficient in camalic,

“Swaramurthy”

- M.A.N.Prasad

Hindustani and Western music and could
not onby play veena, but also harp, piano,
terimen and a couple of other instruments,
and you have a person who is any
biographer'sdelight. The biographer in this
case, Mz, Mayura Sandeep, has one more
feature in addition to all this. She is the
grand daughter of V.N.Rac and thus has a
cloze aceess o his near and dear ones.

The auther was wery voung when
Swraramurthy passed away and as such has
put together here a life sketch based on
what she has leamt about him from the
family members, his contemporaries and
other musicians. She has also used the
available records, press reviews and other
documentation. The work is broadly
classified into seaments covering the life
sketch, photographs & reviews,
Swaramurthy's arficles and Presidential

Ho. TECHMST-208MWE 200080
Date of Posting @ 10-05-2004
The coverage of incidents such as the
conferring of the title * Swaramurthy *, the
visit of Rabindranath Tagore to Veene
Sheshznna's house, the concert in front of
Mahatma Gandhi at the Belgaum session
of Congress in 1924, the traditions and
customsin the roval famihy and thie concerts
connected with them, make veny interesting
readings. The articles by Swaramurthy's
children and the interviews with his
contemporaries give a personal touch to
the anecdotes namated and bring out the
multifaceted personality of Swaramurthy.

For those among the readers who knew
Swaramurthy, the book is atripin nostalgia.
For others, the baok provides a good insight
into the great creative artist in him. The
photographs published are agood collection
of archival value.

That such a talented artist - who was a
legend in his own time - lived in our midst,
is a matter that every Mysorean and
Kannadiga should be proud of. Itis indeed
lavdable that the Publishers of this book

Swaramurthy VN, Rao
Address at the 9th Annual Conference of
the Kamataka Ganakala Parishat, intendews

with some of Swaramurthy's
contemporaries and some reminiscences.
The book also has a section giving the
notations for some of the compositions of

Swaramurthy.

It iz a well produced work, which takes
you back into an era of roval grandeur. The
Royal patronage for music under the rulers
of Mysore, their commitment to promoting
arts and the personal care they took in
grooming promising young falents and the
deep impact it left on the mind of
Swaramurihy has been well portrayexd.

and the family members of Swaramurthy,
propose to create an endowment and
institute an award in the name of
Swaramurthy, and the sales proceeds of
the book will be an opener o raising this
fund.

All music lovers should contribute
generously to this noble cause. Perhaps,
buying a copy of this book is a good
beginning.

Copies of this book can be obtained
tram the office of The Mysore Associalion,
Bombay (Ph: 2402 4647)
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