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“...it is not yet too late to engage in the creation of the new utopia of life, where no one
will be able to decide for others how they die?” - Gabriel Garcia Marquez
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T.S. Champaknath

Shri.T. S. Champaknath passed away on the 7th of November 2018. He was 93. He had
lost his wife Sumitra five weeks earlier. He leaves behind his son Sridhar and daughter
Rama Hariharan and their children.

Hailing from an illustrious family, Champaknath was born in 1925 to T.R.Srinivasa lyengar
and Jayalakshamma. Srinivasa lyengar was the eldest son of T.S.Raghavachar and
Rukkamma, and was the elder brother
of R.D.Char, the well-known industrial-
ist of Mumbai. Raghavachar was an
Executive Engineer in PWD and was
actively involved in many social activi-
ties. This tradition has continued in the
family.

Champaknath studied Mechanical Engineering in Bangalore. By
the time of his passing out, his uncle R.D.Char - who was also an
engineer from the first batch, of Govt. college of Engineering, now
known as Visweswaraya College of Engineering - had successfully
established a business house in Mumbai. So, he invited
Champaknath to join his company and he did so. He was initially

posted at locations outside Mumbai like Bhopal, Khymur, etc. and acquired hands on experience of the job. Later
around 1955, he moved to Bombay.

M.A.N. Prasad

Champaknath studied Mechanical Engineering in Bangalore. By the time of his passing out, his uncle R.D.Char
- who was also an engineer from the first batch, of Govt. college of Engineering, now known as Visweswaraya
College of Engineering - had successfully established a business house in Mumbai. So, he invited Champaknath
to join his company and he did so. He was initially posted at locations outside Mumbai like Bhopal, Khymur, etc.
and acquired hands on experience of the job. Later around 1955, he moved to Bombay.

Champaknath told him that he too is an engineer and works for such
i and such a company. Curious to know more, the youngster asked
 him what is he in that company and Champaknath very casually said
that he is the M.D. of that company. The youngster was startled at
4 the simplicity and the friendly nature of Champaknath and narrated
what happened to all his friends.

During the emergency he was arrested and was in jail for some time.
| recall an incidence which occurred during that time. There was
some function in the family and Champaknath’s mother and many
relatives were present. One of the relative, with the intention of
embarrassing her, asked loudly “where is Champu these days”? His
mother, cool and undisturbed, replied “ in Lord Krishna’s birth place
! 7. The questioner quietly disappeared.

After retiring from service, Champaknaths moved to Bangalore. He
was now having more time for social activity. He worked to build up
a school at Channenahalli. He built Aruna Chetana — a school for
the differently abled children and Dharitri Trust again a residential
school for differently abled children. These have today become huge
institutions and are doing yeoman service in that sector.

Champaknath was a father figure and guiding force not only in his

family circle, but also among his friends. He commanded a lot of respect and his words carried a lot of value.
He may not be with us physically today, but his memory will guide us all along.
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