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Congratulations to Raghuram Sitaram!!!

Raghuram Sitaram is the son of our member Mrs.Lakshmi and Sitaram.
At the age of 11, he has acted in "Malgudi Days "."Swamy and Friends" as Mani, under the direction

of Late Shankar Nag.
< His first play was "Jaatre" in Mysore Association, Mumbai,

under the direction of Dr. Manjunath. After that he has acted in
many plays and for TV, for short films and a serial in Hindi.
From past 8 years he is in Canada, Toronto working as a
software engineer. There also he has taken part in few plays in
Hindi and English. He got a chance to act in a Kannada short
film "Advitha" under the direction of Naveen Kumar in Canada.
Here is something more about the film, "Advitha".
‘ This year's Texas Kannada Short Films festival 2025, which is
based in Huston, Texas saw 37 entries. These were all Kannada
language short films produced by Kannadigas settled inthe US
and Canada. The entire cast and crew of all these films featured

localtalent, i.e. predominantly Kannadigas settled in this part of
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the world. o
These films were screened in theatres [
across multiple cities across the US and
Canada between October 2024 and Feb
2025. The festival concluded with an
awards ceremony at a red-carpet event
in Huston Texas on 1 March, 2025.
Many were well made, but the one movie §
that stood out was titled "Advaitha" made
by the Toronto based film maker Naveen g k ,
Kumar. This captivating story of the inner y, == R 1 e
conflict that the protagonist Mahesha s
(enacted by Raghuram) has to deal with
won 4 awards at the festival.

Advaitha was recognized as the Best
Film. The 3 other awards included Best

Director, Best Cinematography, and Best
Actor (Critics) for Raghuram.

The film is available on YouTube here : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeL4pQfmvXA&t=350s
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Golden Jubilee Year Programme

&5 H 'S SRINIVAS
“The Mysore Association Bombay" the Inspiring name for Kanndigas of Bombay has completed
fifty years of meritorious service to its members and the
community of this great city. The General Body of the
Association in historic special meeting on 9th November,
1975 declared the year 1976 the Golden Jubilee Year" and
unanimously endorsed the Managing Committee's
proposal for yearlong programme in a befitting & unique
manner. In accordance with the directive of the General
Body, the Managing Committee carefully chalked out
month wise Special Programmes to highlight the spheres
of activities of the Association. A brief report of the
programmes conducted during the Golden Jubilee Year is
as under.
In the month of January, the Golden Jubilee Programmes
started with a big bang, with "The Golden Jubilee Inter-
. Collegiate Kannada Drama Competition" open to the
maguaration of the golden jubilee ya by Colleges affiliated to the University of Bombay under the
shri B.L.Cariappa Chairmanship of Shri B. C. Cariappa, then Chairman of
Maharashtra State Electricity Board. A rolling Silver Shield was instituted for this competition
in the name of the Late Patron of the Association ShriJayachamaraja Wodeyar. Twelve troupes
from various Colleges exhibited their talents. The Competition spanned over for five days. On
~ the Final day prizes for the winners were distributed by
3 3 “*}_ ' oyt ”_,\,Hr \*\JSU\ Il\i ¥} i
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Sri Jayachamarajendra Kannada "One Act Play Competition"

the Mayor Shri Nanalal D. Mehta and the Association's
prestigious Drama "Bekkina Kannu" was enacted by its
members. Sri L D Char of Standard Batteries donated the prizes.

The Silver Jubilee Basket-Ball Tournament one of the premier tournaments of this city, which
could not take place during the past few years was revived in the month of February under the

A scene from "Bekkina Kannu"




new banner "Golden Jubilee Basket Ball Tournament" thrown open to all teams of Bombay in
the categories of Men, Women & Boys, as many as forty
teams participated in the tournament. After the
exciting finals on the last day, prizes were distributed
by Prof. Chandgadkar, former Secretary, Cricket
Control Board of India. In addition to the Basket-Ball
Tournament, the month of February also saw Sriranga's
famous drama "Samagra Manthana" ably presented by
Karnataka Theatres, Bombay.
» In the month of March, the Association was a bit busy
with its Annual General Body Meeting. Even then, the
ever-enthusiastic Fine Arts Troupe came out with
Lankesh's  widely acknowledged Play "Giliyu
Panjaradolilla" to mark the start of the spring season of
the Golden Jubilee year.
The month of April was a musical month. Two great
Golden jubilee floodlit basketball Tournament _

. B o JUBILEE YEARU T S s I
instrumental ~concerts were arranged W Flile :m; |
8 .

l ;
during the month. The first one was the
'Classical Concert by Shri Shaikh Hussain
Sahib of Hyderabad and the second one
was a scintillating flute recital by Shri Vijaya
Raghava Rao, a well-known maestro.
Another important event of the Association
was the Bridge Tournament in which over
200 persons participated.
As April was a Musical month, May was the
rhythmical month. One programme was an
impressive puppet show in Yakshagana
style by Shri Koggonna Kamath of Coondapur and another was a well-coordinated Bharata
Natya recital by the two sisters Kum. Anupama
and Kum. Hema Rao.
With the onset of Monsoon, the Association had
to be content with indoor activities only. In the
month of June, a thrilling musical night by famous
Mahesh Kumar & Party and popular Cine stars
both from Hindi and Kannada Screens were
presented to jam packed audiences at the
mammoth Shanmukhananda Hall. This show also
boosted the economy of the Association. Hon.
Minister of Maharashtra Shri Udaysingrao
Gaekwad graced the occasion.

Seminar on Management

Felicitation Shri Ratnappa Kumbhar




In the month of July, the Association stepped into an
adventure of arranging a Technical Seminar on "The need for
self-generation of Technology and Management methods in
India". Many eminent speakers from various fields
participated in the session and revealed several authentic data
over Science, Technology and Management Methods in India.
Dr. S K. Somaiya, a noted Industrialist and educationist chaired
the session and summed up the proceedings stressing the
need for indigenous development in the fields of Technology
and Education. In the same month, a Kannada Play "Parijata"
was presented by Suvarnadhwani.
The long-awaited Kannada Film festival came through in the
month of August. Three award winning Kannada film's
"Bootayyana
=t : Maga Ayyu",
Sri Swarna Gowri and Sri Maha 'Samskara and

Ganapathi "Katha Sangama"

were screened to Housefull audience at
Shanmukhananda Hall. Hon. Ministers of
Maharashtra Shri Ratnappa Kumbhar, Smt.
Pratibha Patil, Shri Susheel Kumar Shinde and a
noted film actress Smt. Rakhee took part in the
festival. The Maharashtra Government was

generous enough to exempt entertainment tax for =
two films Inauguration of Kannada Film Festival by Smt. Rakhee

o Of course, the month of September is reserved
for the yearly feature "Maha Ganapathi Festival".

This time the festival was performed with added

Shri Joginder Singh handing over the Karanataka Sports
Council Donation

glitter. The special programmes to mark the *©

Golden Jubilee Year included Hindustani Vocal
recital by Padmabhushana Sri. Bhimsen Joshi, Sitar recital by Shri. Shamim Ahmed Khan,
Bharatanatya by Indira Muthanna and Karnataka Music by S. K. Vasumati of Mysore, along
with a Kannada play of T Prasanna “Grihastashrama" presented by the Association. An open

Smt. Pratibha Patil addressing in Kannada




Table Tennis Tournament was also conducted during the month of September. The grand
success of this tournament is due to wholehearted cooperation of the Maharashtra Table
Tennis Association. Sri. BV S lyengar Donated the prizes.

During the month of August and September essay, elocution competition in the languages of
Kannada, English, Marathi and Gujarati and Painting
competition were held for school children. The response was
quite encouraging. A Kannada play "shule" was also enacted
by the Fine Arts Troupe during September.

Encouraged by the thunderous success of the various

programmes, the Association took an uphill task of

conduction "Golden Jubilee Art Competition and Exhibition"

in the month of October. The unreserved co-operation from

the Bombay Arts Society came as a boon to us. More than

three hundred entries came in various disciplines. The

exhibition lasted for seven days. Hon. Minister of Karnataka

Shri. R. Gundu Rao distributed the prizes to the winners. The

- prizes were donated by Mrs. Dimple Khanna. During this

o - | month open Carrom Tournament was also conducted

k_ L successfully. This again is due to the whole hearted
Felicitation to Shri Sushilkumar Shinde  cooperation of the Maharashtra Carrom Association.

Another unique event of the Association during the month of

November was the presentation of two Kannada dramas in the city of Bangalore. The huge

Fine Arts Troupe of the Association travelled all the way to Bangalore to enact two of our

successful dramas “Aa Ratri” and “Bekkina Kannu” which were appreciated both by public and

aes S L T press. The Association left along lasting
. memories in the minds of the art lovers of the
L capital city of Karnataka. The shows were
. sponsored by Karnataka Nataka Academy. All
India Women’s Council and Marenahalli Laxmi
Narasimha Temple Trust.
Many distinguished personalities visited the
Association during the Golden Jubilee Year and
appreciated the activities of the Association. To
name a few Dr. Ranganatha Diwakar, G B Joshi
noted literary laurates, Shri Joginder Singh,

Shri K. S. Ashwat in the Golden Jubilee Art Exhibition Secretary youth service Karnataka State, Shri K S

Ashwath, Shri Udaykumar, Shri Srinath, Smt. Manjula famous Kannada Cine Star and the list is

lengthy.

During the whole year, the cooperation from the press, public and members was spontaneous

and wholehearted. As we near to end of the year, we look forward for the successful

celebrations during “Grand Finale” on 4" and 5" December 1976.

We trust the year 1976 will be long remembered as “GOLDEN YEAR OF THE ASSOCIATION’
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Award Presenting Ceremony

On 8th
March
2025, The
Mysore

- held a
— M ceremony
% for presen-
ting the awards to the
winners of music
competition which was
held on 26th August
2024.

The competition itself
'a " held in 4 different

¥ categories one was
mainly classical singing the other

three were Janapada, Bhavageete
and Dasarapada. In each category,
participants were further classified |
in 3 age groups — 7 to 10, 11 to 14, |
15 to 18. In all there were 24
winners. Some of them showcased
their talent to the audience by
presenting 2 songs of their choice
which was very much appreciated
by the listeners. The President,
Vice president and senior members
of the Committee gave away the
prizes to the winners with their
blessings. It was pleasant
experience to all.

‘Nesaru Tingalole’ April 2025
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Memories of an old Member
& SRIA. NAGABHUSHANA RAU

What a rare pleasure and privilege it is to be a jubilant participant in Golden Jubilee of the
Mysore Association with which one has been associated from almost its early years.

1929 January was my first contact with the Association, a struggling infant then, tenderly
reared by its Chief Architect, that towering personality to whom no Mysorean in Bombay was
ever a stranger.

Rajakaryaprasakta Dewan Bahadur K. Ramaswamy to whose unbounded enthusiasm,
leadership and generosity we owe the birth of the Association. With a band of devoted
colleagues like N. S. Gubbi, S. Krishnappa & S Ramaiah alas all now merged with the infinite.
Mr. S. Ramaswamy. who is fortunately with us and a few others of the Association were
ushered in. Like unto the birth of mighty rivers, the Association then housed a single room in
Vejbhai Building, Matunga, has now grown into a prestigious institution in Bombay, with its
own three storied building buzzing with activity. the cynosure of neighbouring eyes as well as
their envy. What a glorious transformation from the humble beginning. The Association then
as now was the common meeting place for all Mysoreans in Bombay from Kalyan to Colaba,
from Antop hill to Juhu, as much to the new adventurers as to the old settlers.

It was a cultural centre promoting social contacts among the members of different parts of the
sprawling islands, reflecting the glory of Mysore Variety of Ways. The atmosphere was so

homely that fresher hardly realised he was out of his parent State.

Activities were manifold. Music performances by artists from Mysore both renowned and not
so renowned too or Hari Keertanas were a monthly feature held either in Byramjee Jeejibhoy
or Napoo Hall-The occasion being used as a fruitful venue to collect the monthly subscription
(arrears not being rare).

Now and then the members staged dramas like Nirupama (a masterpiece of the maestro late
A. V. Varadachar at the Damodar Thackeray Hall, Parel, or Kailasam's skits. | remember K. N.
Seshan (late), and Swamy (recently retired from Bombay Police Service) featuring in classical
dramas which were largely attended. There was a library which prided donated Kannada books
mostly patronised by bachelors and wives. A gymnasium was added for daily exercise being
considered a must in Bombay to keep fit to earn enough.

It is surprising how many activities were compressed into a single room and that is Bombay
Games were there too mostly indoor - chess, Carrom, draughts and the like, the exception
being the Volley Ball in which the Association team had made an impression in Bombay.

Yugadi 1929 marked what to my mind was the most significant development in the history of
the Association the starting of the Boarding section "The Mess" in a two-room tenement,
Kitchen and dining hall at Rajubhai Building right opposite Matunga station. The provision of
healthy wholesome meal to those in the process of making houses and those temporarily
homeless has indeed been a boon.
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The beginnings of the Mess are vivid in my memory as | sort of triggered its birth, since staying
in Girgaum, lunch at Matunga-my work place was a problem. And so started the day-boarders
of the mess with my friend and Colleague Dr. R. L. N. lyengar (endearingly known as ABCD
lyengar in the Tennis Court), and friends in the neighbouring rooms-then known as the
unemployed engineer’s den, some of whom have later occupied highest positions in the
profession, which made in all about a dozen to begin with. The elderly Achar who sometimes
indulging in stargazing was fond of his flock and cooked and served a real homely meal
restricting neither rice or chapati nor ghee or curds. The hostel proved a special blessing to
young couples with domestic inconveniences.

With growing influx in that period of world depression and acute un-employment when people
went with their own typewriters seeking positions, when Bombay was considered the only
haven for jobs, the demand for boarding facilities. lodging was no problem then, was
multiplying.

And so, the mess shifted into a more spacious accommodation in the Vejubhai building itself
with more than 50 boarders. This further stimulated the activities since throughout the day
every day, members willy nilly gathered together at the Association premises itself.

The hostel was completely autonomous run by its own Committees elected by and from
among the boarders (who were of course members of the Association) with its independent
Accounts. Dr. C. Nanjundayya, Late A. C. Krishnappa, R. Ramachandra, Late M. R. Narayan Rao
were some of the active members of the mess whom | can recall at this distance of time.
Purchase of provisions and vegetables was the privilege of the members and here, no praise
is too high for the services of S. Nagarajan who worked with exemplary devotion visiting
Byculla wholesale market every alternate early morning not hesitating to carry baskets, if need
be, that was the hostel spirit.

In spite of Sunday's change and fortnightly feasts, the monthly boarders bill on a dividing
system hardly exceeded Rs. 25/-, with all overheads including, vessel depreciation and bad
debt reserves.

A special feature was the annual feast by the hostel on the Sunday following Ugadi to
commensurate the inauguration when distinguished Mysoreans were invited to share our
meal.

An interesting episode of Curd-Chapati battle in the hostel worth mentioning to illustrate the
democratic set up of the hostel. While curds were optional on extra payment, chapatis were
considered part of a meal. Non-Chapati eaters (who were quite a few) contended that Chapatis
which are not part of a normal Mysore meal be made optional at extra cost or curds be served
free for non-Chapati eaters, an alternative readily accepted by the majority.

And the Chefs. They became a part of the Association and looked after the boarders as their
own kith and kin. Krishnappa followed Achar and then came Rammanna assisted by
Raghavendra whose culinary and commercial expertise catapulted him to proprietorship of a
prosperous hotel at Kings Circle, just a jamoons throw from the Association itself. | must here
record a sharp, though short controversy, which disturbed the calm of the Association
somewhere in the 30's at the peak of the civil Disobedience movement. While the Association
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as a social and cultural center, were in tune with the emotionally charged national
atmosphere. there were some political overtones. Members like Late G. A. Acharya strongly
pleaded for not excluding political flavour in the activities while the President (as a public
Servant) and some other favoured continuance of the non-political character. For a year Sri H.
M. Gangadharaiah became President at the end of which Dewan Bahadur returned to lead the
activities of the Association. It remained non-political.

The mess and | parted company in 1932 when | left for Gujarat. Back in Bombay in 1938, what
a remarkable transformation | witnessed, six years were a period of continuous growth and
expansion.

The Association had moved into its own habitation, a beautiful building (then only ground
floor) with an inviting evergreen lawn where many members congregated to relax after a hard
day’s work and exchange gossip over a cup of coffee. It was a veritable beehive of activity with
billiards and table tennis in full swing. Never before had the youngsters seen such amenities
all next door to their residences available at such little cost.

Somewhere in 1939 there was a change of Sri R. D. Char in which | found myself as a treasurer
with Nacchi inseparably interwoven with the Association since decades as Secretary and N. K.
lyengar and D. Ramanna (both out of our reach today) being members.

In this period by the courtesy of the corporation, a shuttle court was laid in the park behind
the Association, an amenity well used by the early risers S. R. Rao, J. N. lyer, M. B. Rao (how
sad, all are beyond us today) and others including myself for the refreshing morning exercise.
We were joined by R. D. Char and others on Sundays.

A major development during the period was the philosophical discourses given by the
renowned and revered scholar Sriman Gopalachariar whose power of discourse and
persuasive logic need a sizeable group in an enchanting spell which almost remouled their
thoughts and approaches. What a splendid contribution by him to the enlightenment of
Kannadigas of Bombay. Such have been the multifaced activities of the Association during the
early decade and half during most of which | was privileged to be closely associated with it,
the memory of which | cherish forever.

Let me say this, it was my work, the tennis court and the Association that made my stay in
busy Bombay pleasant, happy and memorable so much so that given the chance. | would gladly
relive it. In this | am sure | am echoing the feelings of many, if not all of us, who felt ourselves
part of the Association in these delightful times, free from ques, rations and overcrowdings.

| have no doubt that with the multi-faceted activities of the Association in which so many
youngmen and women are participating - as evidence by their superb display in enacting
'‘Bekkkina Kannu’ in Bangalore with such evident joy, they share even more intensely the same
feelings of pride and pleasure in being an integral part of it.

We look forward to the gold providing a fine setting to the approaching diamond to adorn the
Association. May it live long and be a source of joy and comfort to every member from our
state.

(Memoirs of an Ex-president from the inception of Association up to the Golden Jubilee Year)
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Sunday, May 25, 2025 at 6.30 p.m.

Dance Programme

“SANGEETA SAMRUDDHI”

by
Smt. Priya Mohan & Troupe
(Daughter of our member Sri S. V. Mohan & Triveni)
Samudhbhava Dance School, Bengaluru.

at Mysore Association’s Auditorium.
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