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Discussion of National Education Policy-2020 of
Government of India

ysore Association had organized an online discussion on National Education Policy-2020
of Government of India for its members and well-wishers. The event was held at Google
meet on September 19, 2020 at 6.00 pm. There were about 25 enthusiastic participants who
participated in this discussion.

Dr. Manjunath moderated the discussion to ensure thoughtful discussion on the topic. Mr.
Ashwin Shridhar and Dr. Shankarling introduced the topic to the audience and highlighted the
following Salient features of the policy

1. The New Education Policy (NEP) replaces the 10+2 structure of school curriculum by
a 5+3+3+4 curricular structure corresponding to ages 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, and 14-18
years respectively.

. The NEP puts focus on students’ mother tongue as the medium of instruction even as
it sticks to the ‘three language formula’ but also mandates that no language would be
Imposed on anyone.

. No hard separation of streams for students There will be no rigid separations
between arts and sciences, between curricular and extra-curricular activities, between
vocational and academic streams.

. The mandated content will focus on key concepts, ideas, applications, and problem-
solving. Teaching and learning will be conducted in a more interactive manner

. Curriculum content will be reduced in each subject to its core essentials, and make
space for critical thinking and more holistic, inquiry-based, discovery-based,
discussion-based, and analysis-based learning.

. The National Institute of Open Schooling (N1OS) and State Open Schools will also
offer A, B and C levels that are equivalent to Grades 3, 5, and 8 of the formal school
system; secondary education programs that are equivalent to Grades 10 and 12;
vocational education courses/programs

. Nutrition and health cards, regular health check-ups for school students

8. The planning and implementation of early childhood care and education curriculum
(ECCEC) will be carried out jointly by the Ministries of HRD, Women and Child
Development (WCD), Health and Family Welfare (HFW), and Tribal Affairs.

. Students will get 360-degree holistic report card, which will not only inform about the
marks obtained by them in subjects, but also their skills and other important points.

10.1n order to reduce the importance and stress of board exam, exam will be conducted in
two parts: Objective and descriptive. Exam can be conducted twice a year. Board
exam should promote knowledge application rather than rote learning.

Continued on page no.23
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Bhagavat Gita Chapter:

With roots above and branches below, the ASHWATHA is said to be indestructible
whose leaves the Vedas are he who know this is a Veda Knower.

0T WeRW =RYE TTWION, WO TI0TEH <0T), ORI Ry SNTOT T26970T,T. 9T
TOTTOTION L0TIE FTIOTWATY, TOWRTY R0, ToWNT, LSNTR WLCINI, . WoTse TH0TWE
TOROT LWETINLY BTRTBTI, WO, WENINL WTNTZ,T. e 0ed z,jrijoé (% ) V., TeanY
WD, WIT BG038, T WSHIN 59,7020, .




10

b-ﬁ:mduj T8 TOORFNY ed ;15008

', LN
L
\
N
\

.\ ‘\
'{ {\' plelc)
"\‘,\“\,\ FOTIB ROV T/ITIV.
| ‘.{7'_ v 35 30,0359, TROFTH
1\ 2 DT BP0 WI0TOWD
K@ TTINYS ATFT W, T,
TPOF BTy TFTTWT/e] T
BENYD, WeRTANTD, Tz
3@%3_5”.

)ﬁdé 84 ©F 22eRTdNRLD.
BTTD,., DT WRY WD~WO0I

) ) K/ ) K/
0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0

X3

*¢

)
0’0

X3

%

)/ ) )
0’0 0’0 0’0

P92 020202 020202020202 020202020202 0202
ORI 20TBeS?

#e30 # BoBTOWODFO0T

DB, W,y T, WROONEIT TN, WedVpy--- VS WIRSOTT.. 3T JOTREFI

RS BENTIOLTC.. TITIONE & 3eFOATIT.... LITW TOTPREFS

T3)808RWHTWR...8938 000N, 9T BOOWTI,T..-R0TY SPTT... I3 VOTPEIFS
N, BRI BROTTIITEFON0T AR BRTEIT... BT TWOIRIFS

W3eTONTOOT QR BFWEFRTYTIR0, Wiy T.. LTI TOTPEIFS

QR0 BITWE,T03 FOINOT AN BB DT 3R 3032, JI0E ATT.... 90 TORPFS
AT, WM, ToNwe 33,0000, B)ROFRIRTRY, VDL ATT... I3 TOIPFS
DB, Wy T AV, BNPTIN 2 3TORITI NIEIDTILB.... LT VOTREF I

AV, WeB00TBR0AT BeDABRPHYTO, WEeB.... BT TORPEIFI

AV, D, AN PTTA AT, TOOBTON AT FOP 5 WORT ..o BTN TOTREIFS

Qe AT, VST BT BS 03, WeB" NBS, WeTFRA JRCTOY 3T, TN "WeBI"NSI, oM
BIORTT.... BT TOTREIFI WRVO,0T0 Ty €03

Y THSOSROTN WAL, WROIPNPOTSE BOD-ROBRCR AMVR)TOTI FOWITYTS,, We3gsBees LT

DORPPES
Qe ®,0N0 TOTPEF We ANG 03 ToT,8.




11

K9 3308)5T04 BRCTIRTION To0sBE3 393,07

&5 T30, Taded® P
RY: RONEXT®
N 73 JIRFT &0l Ton
MoToNYy TePTITOTY To580T,
Oe3sie?

-

T 5Z03);593N TRTTIRTWRTD,., T3S 3000 WEBTE QTI05L09,B00T 9630350333,
200RND,.,, O[T, WA, TDL00¢ Wh WSTRTY., @HOR WEERT STEIZ 0e8 98
PV, TNWAXTY,. O e TeLTOR BRE, 0N WEERT T, FOWT MPTINI,., STOW
3T0MOBR WEITT 95030 SemTFase B T)eR, w95000:00N22,.

53,0008, TR T2, WL 0O 3D, TRETIOR BRT, WR[TY [I0RES,; ToSRTINTS, ¢
WICTIVWTAZROTY - DO0., TV ANTT 0eS0iND 3)50Iet 0e203nd
EWETY ol VT TWITO [oREd, 0e800D,,030¢ ST, T,
S o) 30080, DSFOTT N FOLTISNY ITSINT,

I0U3eTE,0° 33307, 0T 0T WRCHW BRT TRTITIT, 00T, ., T, 33T 0350
STEROBODR PZOR wi,,\QT,00T, FoWTST, 70080300 WI0IT0WS.

QT TR TOTY TV T, wRTIRELT WD, PO TRRERORT,CTOTT BATOROR
SVTIOINT, T TOBT DWPT FOIRD SBRTTROWES0. BN BOTTTIX,L0D LX[RT HOWRT

HOF g, T)S03R0T0 TILTTR IF, WTIDINTTI, WOt LBeR WFTNLOT NoTrEATRY, Seedesd
QOTIV BEIY, WIRERS, ENT LWOTUST R,A° TO0ITF TITY 1929 TS, 43908603 LTIDINTTI,,
VR @©0W ©30Necd MoTogALdess ely ©d DRRTT0, E&e0n, WISt .,
QTIINGD BRT, RORCDT® T S, T%, OB T G T8, W T S,T5, Ay ° WT°
BT, WOLTP TNy, TROT 30008 VR 90, WIS, &oemon R0RONT® T S35, /
WT° 20RCINT L=PEINY e VR AIR INDIA 00T w3ohennog, o, @t "VR «oid
QT VT T Ty 00T, ATIWTNR 0300w FePO,.,, TOTWIBTION, WO &9y, 'VR «0TT
VICE ROY’ «omn. &l moz203),; A%, =0eon a0 VICE ROY & 39n 3ox
BRTWE, T,

DT, TODRTINGR BTJTTL. MmN Te0D0 IS THAW FTLATTO, WELR® TWT
TRRTTOTWD, WBTTY, NPT BO0RO..,, TR B Mie STIZT 2B, 206, 83 To580T),3,
TRTTIRRT eTTY ooRTem0?

FYT OB BRFNTD,,, TOTIVTY 70 TEOL ToSRJINTT,, SINT ATOFT T, WRRT. STT
BRYNTTO, PTA0A TH [IVTIT 000 RTITON & TISLIONGY To, BT, LI90W
WRTBRVILTYTW AV,

FOQTIOTT BRI, BONS ¢ WO,., WSOMR LOTIE AT BRETT 9T 3030 TIDTITYT

PT,e3" LoT0 TOOT,,OR BRT, TBRREFLE,, T950379003 Tt 700, 0IRACH
ORNRATORTE ANSTT BREET, TPE wold STied JeRT 0L BRET, CIHTR

T3,




12

SEFNYTY, TRE ATIFT I0TDY WEBHTI, wolT OB TRE, AT
ﬁéﬁu% :)u oo :)Duomﬁ(:j

DT D[RTOY WeBRI0T  TRe  WIRTLOR  BRE, WTT

add@ NYRTES [;3T00 IWILY, 30098268 2368y, 2000 593 eTTD,03ND 95w
WeTTATI0TND, WITTD Jé‘ STTR TWON WymwToT woolImoTT F0835:;2 cumw
QTSe RO, @o £30383% 2063 23eTOT TELORT 1T WOTIY W, BRORTY,. BTT Tu0w
BB T30, WS BNS, T

ICS oW WEERT  [TW/OO TN WNO,WOS WY ToUBRTT MIOTIY,
SIOEREI,BRORTI T2, 230N AN TTTR;TD., "BILIeTTT™" Lot BTOINIL, T T2,
ZOTFRY BR&, Deputy Commissioner w0 SR&EE,00. 0¢ WTdFREE, A95808);T
WIBTIP T30, BTIFONT TO00TIITTATROTY TSy, RTTINGY T00Q0RT2,, &eTIYTT,
L0OTOTWT 0B0I0C T3000TITTABL0TY WOTITY,
NI, LOoDT TIW DTOTIWTY T, wROYNTIH,, APITIR,,  S:0N0T
WD, TWOTTITRITT, BRT) SeWATRE,E,T3,00. BTWT AR4808,,T WIT WO,3P WTICH
STOTT e SNEHTRE TRoDT 00T, IIPNOT TELOZE SeRTRT,LTYTI
JRTTRCWS. BT, 37@ NRONTRTY ITPNOZ WID,T[OZTITT, Te30, 322,
ToOBLTITIOW THTIOFOW RTOOTTRN, WIR,TOBT;0R B4 éows ?NCSJQ

&3 z@é&sé‘ ToR00T JERTAROT, TRTIWHTT,, BTWITTy [,a° T03F

ONTIJo, TTETLO0. & TT,@ TN 308, JIRNST  ARTT,WE
saosaomﬁ LTI ORI TTIRTY LWOTITF, WTTYTTo0WN32

JSITTTE BQFTITF; WIIWIN, Ted,Te0TH/ITY  WIR,WOTIRE & TR,LT &0l
el eNlacloN QJwQQdéod BSTELT T0TTTTOBLOTI BREMIZ,TI 0, TR, L3THA.
WEIT® TWT e A0.80T),; TRCTHEMPTT HRl, STOTE woll, [y e3WRI,
TReBBR0TY, WETT NI SRCIBR0TEY TRMIE.TIDLT WoWITR, BN A94808,T ToIT
STEORL,TORYTY uB? WOL0R AGA° Wg0T°, Wiy &3 NS0T W0t NFS, e
20TV, T, BN WV, VT BReQ CNT|TY FRT BANOW BTN RIWBIE, D0, (I,
WOTTT 20508° NPUSN.C TR TRONR 00008,039.,8. &N 83 73 IXRFNTYD,, 3R

udmm")@m
TTODD, TOCWD Wy QTRyO0RNTI.,
5933 633, ©TT RN T, I
00T FYROY 983 WREE,T,T.
mf Z0T3 Ten 0T NODOWIBR,e, &3T3e MoD R[0T

Hl

AR0E W0Z,0 I FLI0T,T FOTT @@mm o




13

Om

Srimad Bhagavad Gita

An English Translation

& M.A.N.Prasad
Chapter 2

Sankhya Yoga

Sanjaya said: Then, addressing Arjuna, wrapped in compassion and grief stricken,
With scared and tearful eyes, Lord Krishna said thus. -1

Lord Sri Krishna said: Oh, Arjuna, in this trying hour, what makes you think like this? It does not befit
The actions of a valiant one, will not take you to heaven or get you fame - 2

Don’t give in to this impotence; it does not befit you, O’Parantapa
Give up this weak heartedness and get ready for the battle - 3

Arjuna said O’ Madhusudana, how could | shoot an arrow at grand sire Bheeshma
Or, preceptor Drona? Both of them are venerable, O’ destroyer of foes - 4

| think that begging for alms is better than killing such great preceptors,
Because, killing them will make me enjoy wealth and comforts coated with blood.

We do not know what is right, to fight or not to fight, and weather we will win or lose,
Drutarashtra’s sons, our dear ones whom we do not wish to kill and live, are in front of us -

Therefore, stricken as | am with cowardice and
Confused about what is right, | seek your guidance.
Pray tell me a clear and safe course of action, for | am
Your disciple and one who has surrendered to you o 7/

Because, even if | were to get a prosperous and flawless
Kingdom on earth, and overlord-ship of divinities,
| do not see a remedy which will relieve me of
My grief that has made my senses so barren - 8

Sanjaya said: O’ king, having said this, Arjuna clearly told Sri Krishna that
He would not fight this war and lapsed into silence - 9

O’ Drutarashtra - great among Bharatha clan — Sri Krishna the Immanent One,
Said this smiling to Arjuna, grief stricken in the midst of the two armies - 10

Lord Sri Krishna said: O’ Arjuna, you are grieving for those who do not deserve it,
You are talking like a scholar, but you should know that
Scholars do not grieve about those who are living or dead. 11

It is not that I, you or these kings were not there at any time in the past,
Nor is it that we all will not be there any time in future - 12

Just as the body undergoes changes like childhood, youth and old age, the soul
Undergoes a change of the body. The learned and wise are not disturbed by this. -
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O’ Kunti’s son, matters connected with senses which deal with heat, cold, pleasures and
Sorrows are impermanent and transitory. Therefore Arjuna, please bear with them - 14

Because, O’ best among men, for the brave who treats pleasure and pain alike,
These senses and objects do not cause any grief. He is fit for liberation - 15

There is nothing like a ‘not good thing” and there is no dearth of good things,
The wise and knowledgeable know the principle of both these things. - 16

That which pervades the entire universe and is immanent in all things, you must
Understand is Indestructible, nobody can destroy this indestructible. - 17

The bodies of this indestructible, immeasurable and eternal soul called ‘Jeevatma’
Are said to be perishable. Therefore, Arjuna of Bharatha clan, you fight your war - 18

One who thinks that the soul kills, or one who thinks it dies, are both ignorant,
Because, the soul does not kill anybody, nor can it be killed by anyone - 19

The soul is never born, nor dies, or was there in the past and
Will not be there in the future, it is birth less, eternal, permanent,
Ancient and indestructible, though the body could be destroyed - 20

O’ Partha, how could the one who understands this soul
Which is indestructible, eternal, devoid of birth and cannot be
Worn out, kill someone or get someone killed - 21

Just as a man discards a worn out garment and wears a new one,
The soul or ‘jeevatma’ discards the old body and enters a new one - 22

Weapons cannot pierce this soul, and fire cannot burn it,
Water cannot soak it, nor wind could dry it - 23

Because, this soul is un-cleavable, un-burnable, un-soakable and un-dryable.

It is undoubtedly eternal, all pervading, unchangeable, permanent and ancient. - 24

It cannot be perceived by the senses or fathomed by the mind and is devoid of changes,
Therefore, understanding this truly, your grieving does not befit you. - 25

Considering for a moment that you believe the soul keeps being born and dies,
Even then, your grieving like this does not befit you. - 26

Because, those who are born are bound to die and those who die are bound to be reborn,
Therefore, grieving for something that you can do nothing about, does not befit you. - 27

O’ Arjuna, all beings are without a body before birth and have no body after death.
It is only in between that they have a body. Why should one worry about it? - 28

One great man looks at it as a wonder; another explains the philosophy of this wonder,
Yet another listens to it as a wonder and another one, despite listening does not understand it

-29

The soul is present in all beings always and cannot be destroyed. Therefore,
You do not have to grieve for all the beings, O Arjuna. - 30
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You should shed your fear, looking at the righteous duties prescribed to you, because,
There could be nothing more righteous and noble for a Kshatriya than waging a just war. - 31

O’ Arjuna, only the lucky among Kshatriyas get the opportunity to participate in a war of this kind,
Which is like the gateway of heaven opening up and this has come to you onitsown. - 32

Should you decide not to wage this just and righteous war, you will lose out
The lofty principles upheld by your clan, as also your fame and commit a great sin -

People will talk for a long time about your loss of fame and fall from grace,
For an honourable gentleman, such a disgrace is worse than death - 34

You will lose your stature in the eyes of those who held you in high esteem,
Those valorous men will think that you absconded from the battle field out of fear

Your enemies will decry your prowess and even say the unsayable things about you
Could there be anything more unpleasant and unfortunate than that? - 36

Should you be killed in the war, you will attain the heaven, should you be victorious,
You will enjoy the royal pleasures on this earth. Therefore, rise deciding to wage the war. - 37

When you consider alike victory or defeat, gain or loss, and pleasure or pain and
Get ready for waging the war, you will not incur any sin in fighting sucha war. - 38

O’ Arjuna, | have told you these wise words through the path of ‘Sankhya’ or enlightenment,
Let me now tell you the same through the path of ‘Karmayoga’ or the cause and effect,
So that, when you view things through it, you can break free from the bonds of ‘karma’ - 39

When you practice ‘Nishkamakarama’ - that is doing action without bothering about results —
Neither the prior nor the later actions will matter, even the slightest effort in this
Will protect you from the cycle of birth and death - 40

O’ Arjuna, the mind of a ‘Karmayogi’ is singularly focussed, where as
The mind of those desirous of the fruits of their actions, are full of diverse things - 41

O’ Arjuna, men desirous of only the fruits of their action consider
Reaching heaven as their supreme goal, and nothing greater than that.
These ignorant ones talk highly of actions that get you wealth and pleasure - 42 & 43

Those who are carried away by such talks, and those interested in wealth and pleasure,
Will not be able to keep their mind steadily focussed on the Almighty - 44

O’ Arjuna, the Vedas explain how the ‘Trigunas’ affect all actions.
Therefore you should be the one following ‘Nishkamakarama’, which is free from Trigunas,
Be indifferent to pleasure or pain, and free from acquiring or protecting things,
Introspect on your soul and constantly focus your mind on the Almighty. - 45

When a man has huge reservoirs over flowing, of what use are
Small ponds and lakes. Similarly, for a Brahmin who has attained
Knowledge about ‘Bramha tatva”, Vedas are of no use - 46
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You have the authority only to work and never on the results thereof,
Do not become desirous of the results and the cause for it,
Nor may you get interested in inaction - 47

O’ Dhananjaya, steadily practice yoga, give up being interested in things and
Develop equanimity, by viewing achievements and non-achievements alike.
This equanimity is called yoga. - 48

Attachment and desire are much inferior to this yoga of equanimity.
Therefore seek shelter under the yoga of equanimity, because
Those who hanker after the results are indeed a poor lot - 49

One with equanimity leaves behind both sins and merits in this world.
Therefore try and develop Yoga of equanimity, because
That is the intelligent way for liberation from the bonds of karma - 50

Because, the wise ones with equanimity, disregard the fruits of their actions,
And attaining liberation from the cycle of birth and death,
Reach the nectarine ‘Paramapada’. - 51

When you cross over this mire in your mind, caused by illusory emotions
Then you shall become detached about whatever you have heard or will hear. - 52

When your mind, confused by the various concepts you have heard, gets focussed on
The Almighty firmly and steadily, you will then attain the yoga of equanimity - 53

Arjuna said: O’ Keshava, what are the distinguishing features of one who has attained
The state of ‘Samadhi’. How does this ‘Sthitaprajnya’- whose mind is
Always balanced and not disturbed - speak, sit and walk? = W57

Lord Sri Krishna said: O’ Partha, when one relinquishes all the desires and wants
In his mind and focusses on the soul and is content with it,
He is said to have attained a stable mind. - 55

One who is not disturbed when miseries befall, or has no desires
When happiness comes, who is free from desires, fear,
Anger and such, that saintly one is said to be of a stable mind. - 56

One who is detached from all things and does not get elated or despises upon
Attaining good or not so good things, such a person is of stable mind. - 57

Like a tortoise withdraws into its shell, when he withdraws all his sense organs from
Objects that stimulate them, his mind is said to have become stable. - 58

One might have withdrawn the sense organs, but yet the desire might be lingering on.
In a ’Sthithaprajnya’, due to his realization of God, the desires cease to exist W 59

These sense organs, which are troublesome by nature, will steal away
By force, the intellect of even an intelligent and industrious man. - 60

You should control all these sense organs and focus your mind on Me, because,
Only that person who has his senses under his control can have a stable mind. — 61
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When a person thinks of desirable objects, he develops an interest in them, which
Gives birth to a desire to attain them and ends in anger when he is unable to do so. - 62

Anger leads to a foolish lack of wisdom,
Lack of wisdom leads to decline in memory,
Decline in memory weakens one’s mental prowess and
Causes one to flounder in his path of progress. - 63

But the one who has his intellect in his control,
Is free from attachments and dislikes,
Has his senses in control and enjoys the objects
Keeping his intellect clear and pleasant. - 64

When the intellect attains such a purity, all his miseries will fade away and
The mind of one in such a pleasant state will soon focus firmly on the Almighty

The mind of one, who has not been able to control his senses and intellect,
Nor has strived for it, will not be stable or have faith in god.
How could such a person have peace or happiness? - 66

Because, just as wind blows astray a boat sailing on water, attachment to sensory objects
Will steal away the mind of such a person who does not strive to control his mind. - 67

Therefore, O’ valiant one, that person, whose sense organs have been controlled
And which do not get provoked by the sense objects, will have a stable mind. - 68

When it is night for all beings, the ‘Sthithaprajnya’ who has realized god is awake,
And when all beings are awake enjoying transient pleasures of the senses,
It is night for the saint philosopher - 69

Just as the wide, full sea is not disturbed by many streams flowing into it and remains peaceful,
A person with stable mind is not disturbed by the sensory pleasures and remains peaceful. - 70

One who forsakes all desires and aspirations and gives up ego and haughtiness,
Who remains unattached in all actions, attains peace. - 71

O’ Arjuna, this is the true state of a “Bramhagnyani”- one who has realized the ultimate truth.
He will not de deluded and shall remain steadfast till the end and attain ‘Bramhananda’. - 72

Notes
Nishta — refers to a well-developed state of effort. It can be broadly translated as devotion

Gnyanayoga — being totally immersed in the Almighty, understanding that all our actions are
prompted by the three gunas and having no ego as its doer. This is also known by
other terms such as Sanyasa or Sankhya yoga, etc.

Nishkamakarma - Doing actions as a service to the Almighty, without any desire and expectation
of its fruits or outcome, with a mind that looks at everything equally. This is also
known as ‘Samatva Yoga’, ‘Buddhi Yoga’, Karma Yoga’, ‘Matkarma’, etc.
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NEW EDUCATION POLICY OF 2020

Knowledge and Training are continuously expanding and do not remain static.

In India, the objectives of Education were first formulated by the British Regent, Lord
Macaulay. His objective was to produce an army of Servants to serve and enhance
the needs and values of the British Empire. After independence, although many
Research Institutions were established, the principles on which our Education policy
stood did not materially change. Instead of looking at the needs of the Country, it was
an effort to mimic the procedures in the West.

Universities were established not as tools of Research, but to offer Paper certificates
which would be useful in gaining a monthly pension throughout Life. Universities
never involved themselves in Research, although they continued to dole out
Doctorates. As they had to administer a great number of affiliated Colleges, they
remained just ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS.

The NEP 2020 announced by Ministry of Education, is a welcome move for the
countrymen. It emphasizes on holistic multidisciplinary education for future nation’s
stakeholders

There are several salient features or objectives of the announced National education
policy apart from what is clearly evident in its documentation and which are in
perfect harmony with Government’s previous initiatives since 2014.

Self — reliant India or ATMA NIRBHAR BHARAT.: First objective of the NEP is to
device and implement robust solutions to its own problems that are in harmony with
different programs and initiatives of Government of India — make in India, skill
India, start-up India and latest being Atma-Nirbhar India.

This Education Policy has not come out of a Blue sky all of a sudden If we look back
at these schemes, we will find that these were initiated in phases since 2014 but with
common goal that is to promote entrepreneurship over jobs. The current Covid19
crisis has proved the validity and necessity of such self-reliant society and it also
aimed in redirecting an unemployed youth to find employment through a self-
sustained skill-based model. Kasturi Rangan Committee was set up in 2016 to
prepare a Draft

If we look at section 3, 4 and 7 of School education along with 10.8 article of NEP
document, skill education is given prime importance in school and higher education.
It is to be induced at school level from pre-school to class 12th and it aims to
empower cach student in one vocational skill.

Continuing to Higher Education, it aims to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in
higher education including vocational education from 26.3% (2018) to 50% by
2035.

Related Regulatory body - A National Committee for the Integration of Vocational
Education (NCIVE) will be constituted to set framework.
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Sustainable development goals. UN defined 17 sustainable development goals with
SDG4 as primarily education as well-defined tool in 2015. Article 7.12 talks of
constituting Samajik Chetna Kendra, that will include activities for society and
provide social cohesive environment at schools.

Article 10.3 and 10.6, talks of crucial responsibilities of Higher Education Institutes
in community engagement, support for school system as well as value-based
education and environmental education. The Holistic development of an individual is
aimed through positive inclusive education from school education to higher
education and not only limiting to specific subjects but extended to climate, culture,
values and environment awareness. It is further equated to Global Citizenship
Education (GCED), a response to contemporary global challenges, understand global
challenges and solve them. The intention is to prepare the students think and adopt a
eco-friendly lifestyle since the primary level of education.

Education as Economy booster: Section 17 of NEP stresses upon knowledge economy
in terms of promoting cultural heritage, increasing GER in Higher Education,
aspiring more and more youth to pursue higher education, creating a pool of
talented and skilled youth who aspire to build the nation and boost national
economy, imbibing technology solutions and digitally empowered HEIs. GDP of 6%
to be invested for achieving these goals. Since knowledge economy is interrelated to
society, this brings multitudes of socio- economic improvements. Stress on vocational
studies and support through funding, incubation canters reinforce boosting
economy through entrepreneurship.

Internationalisation of Higher Education: Internationalisation of HE is added first
time to Education policy of India. It targets on creating India as a knowledge hub
attracting foreign nationals and to promote research collaboration and student
exchanges between Indian institutions and global institutions through organised
efforts. Exchange of Credits between foreign universities and home institutes will be
permitted, to be counted for the award of a degree in appropriation as per HEL This
is a multi-beneficiary significant reform that should benefit in seamless education
and industrial jobs across the globe.

It will also boost international business relations in not only education but in support
services and other sectors also as the passed-out students would have become more
aware with Indian culture, socio-economic diversity, trade regulations, industry
strengths and many more.

More than all there will be competition in excelling, with more and more
International Educational centres being established here.

Digitalized pedagogy and classrooms: The initiative of digital India and current crisis
of pandemic has been the motive behind the need and creation of digital libraries,
digital content, digital pedagogy and classrooms, online teaching and learning of
different languages in NEP 2020.
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Sec 23 and 24 gives details of integrating technology through a dedicated unit for
planning and development of digital infrastructure, digital content and capacity
building of institutes in technology to look after the e-education needs of both school
and higher education and to make India a digitally empowered society and
knowledge economy. Main challenge here is the scale at which internet connectivity,
technological devices and infrastructure needs to be developed and implemented.

Regulatory body - An autonomous body, the National Educational Technology Forum
(NETF), is proposed to provide a platform fo facilitate decision making on the
induction, deployment, and use of technology, as well as the opportunity to consult
and share best practices.

A layered Accreditation system: A new layered accreditation system for on campus
and for online distance learning (ODL), infrastructure for quality degree granting
institutes and universities, autonomy to faculty and institutes defines NEP2020 in
21st century for India. The layered Accreditation system will differentiate between a
degree granting stand-alone college and a wholesome University.

Affiliation system is to be stopped and teaching and research forms two major
activities in an institute. Accreditation should be able to set standards in quality of
infrastructure, faculty, technology, GER, research facilities.

Equipping teachers with latest technology and education methodology: There are
several initiatives that are introduced specifically for training of teachers in school
and higher education. One is to train them in digital technology with the help of
nationwide agencies and centers in each district. It also mentions higher
remuneration for the teachers to attract best talents to the industry. The main other
development is introducing courses in education via B.Ed. and a mandatory certified
education in teaching pedagogy during Ph.D. enrolment for aspiring professors. A
good research student may not be a good teacher also. They need to be educated on
the methodology and tools of knowledge transfer hence this is a very promising step.

There are many features that have been inserted in NEP, however implementation
will have its own challenge in terms of funding, best in class resources and the huge
scalability. A major sector is assessments which remain bit underrated in present NEP
2020. There is no clear route to erase rote learning and stress on applied knowledge
test and a practice of strictly no plagiarism. Let’s support the policy and keep giving
feedbacks on further scope of improvements and checkmarks required to avoid
malpractice of any kind.

But let us not forget the role of a Teacher, who has to be ahead in the Learning curve
and not tell the student to simply sit down. gone are the days of a Teacher or a
lecturer living his entire life on a few sheets of prepared Notes.

More than all, it is the Parents, who actually need to make themselves aware of the
Skills Training available, to enhance the lives of their Wards.
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Kesavanananda Bharati: How a Seer Saved Democracy &
Isir Constitutional History in India

& Shishir Ganapathi

Swami Kesavananda Bharati, Head of Edneer Mutt at Kerala's Kasaragod, passed away on
Sunday, he had visited and sung Bhajans at the Mysore association in 2005. The demise of the
prominent spiritual leader was mourned by different sections of people. Bhajans at the
Mysore association. Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu
condoled the death of the seer. However, most of the tributes paid to the spiritual leader were
underlined by the discussion of the most famous case of Indian constitutional history named
after Swami Kesavananda Bharati.

According to famous British jurist and historian Granville Austin, eleven days before Swami
Kesavananda Bharti took charge of the Mutt in 1970, he challenged the Kerala government’s
attempt under the two-state land reform acts to impose restrictions on the management of
church property.

Austin writes in his magnum opus 'Working a Democratic Constitution' that a local lawyer
wrote to ]B Dadachanji, the famous Supreme Court lawyer, who in turn shared the letter with
famous jurist NA Palkhivala who agreed to take the case as he felt that the case could lead to
important Supreme Court judgments.

Dadachanji and Palkhivala convinced Swami Kesavananda Bharti into fighting the case under
Article 29 of the Constitution, concerning the right to manage the religiously owned property
without government interference.

As pointed out by Austin, the grander issues of Parliaments’ power to amend the Constitution
arose as court proceedings evolved. The hearing of the case lasted for more than seventy days,
making it the longest heard case in India's constitutional history, decided by 13 judges - the
largest bench ever to sit in the Supreme Court to date.

Kesavananda Bharati’s petition also resulted in a judgment that made it nearly impossible for
any future government to amend the Constitution in a manner that it takes away its
democratic essence and its highest regard for the fundamental rights of the citizens.

It is important to understand that Article 368 empowers Parliament to amend the
Constitution without any exception whatever: this was what second Chief Justice of India M
Patanjali Sastri ruled in 1952, which was an introduction to the never-ending ‘supremacy’
battle between judiciary and executive. However, 15 years later, in another landmark
judgment commonly known as ‘Golaknath’ case, the Supreme Court reversed its earlier
judgment.

The constitution bench headed by Chief Justice Koka Subba Rao held that Parliament does not
have unfettered and unlimited power to amend and Parliament could not curtail any of the
Fundamental Rights in the Constitution.

However, a decade later, it was in ‘Kesavananda Bharati’ case that the Supreme Court held
that while Parliament can amend the fundamental right to an extent that is required in “public
interest” but at the same time “freedom of the individual needs to be preserved for all times to
come and that it could not be amended out of existence”.

In the 703-page judgment with a thin majority of 7:6, the apex court held that Parliament

could amend any part of the Constitution so long as it did not alter or amend “the basic
structure or essential features of the Constitution.”
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Supreme Court in its judgment on April 24, 1973 said, “The basic structure of the Constitution
is inviolable, and cannot be amended by Parliament”.

The Court held that any part of the Constitution is permissible only to the extent that the basic
structure of the Constitution does not adversely get affected,

Justice HR Khanna had remarked in the judgment, “The power of amendment..does not
include the power to abrogate the Constitution nor does it include the power to alter the basic
structure or framework of the Constitution.”

The importance of basic structure doctrine can be gauged from what India’s one of the most
respected judges VR Krishna Iyer had said about it, “While infallibility is no attribute of a
Constitution, its fundamental character and basic structure cannot be overlooked. Otherwise,
the power to amend may include the power to repeal. This is a reductioadabsurdem. By a
stroke of judicial creativity, the amendatory provision of Article 368 was justly handcuffed in
Kesavananda Bharati.

The fallout of judgment was grave. The judgment did not go well with the Indira Gandhi-led
government at the Centre and it decided to supersede three judges — JM Shelat, AN Grover
and KS Hegde — who were in line to be appointed Chief Justice of India (CJI) after Justice
Sikri. Instead, it appointed Justice AN Ray, who had dissented against the majority verdict, as
the next CJI.

While the judiciary and senior-most judges had to suffer at the hands of the executive because
of their judgment, the fact remains that if they would not have formulated the basic structure
doctrine, India would have surely degenerated into a totalitarian State. Along with that, the
Constitution would have lost its supremacy.

Eminent jurist HM Seervai in his magnum opus “Constitution of India,” says that the basic
structure doctrine preserved the Indian democracy from the onslaught of the totalitarian
tendencies that were hellbent at subverting the Constitutional supremacy.

That this was due to a kannadiga is something we should all remember.
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Continued from page no. 2....

11.Students of class 6 and onwards will be taught coding in schools as a part of 21st
century skills

12.Sanskrit will be offered at levels of schools and in higher education

13.0ther Indian classical languages as well as foreign languages will be offered in
secondary stage.

NKES high school head Mistress Smt. Umamaheshwari, NKES primary school head
mistress, Smt. Renis and NKES junior college Principal Mrs. Saroja Rao welcomed the new
education policy and stressed on the different obstacles in implementing the policy. Mr.
Parthasarathy, President of NKES expressed his happiness for the government move
towards the new education policy and discussed on various preparation like new
infrastructure, new skilled teachers for newly introduced faculty, training of existing
teachers to adapt to new teaching methods, etc required for the implementation of new
education policy. President of Mysore Association and Vice-president of NKES K. Kamala,
highlighted the essence of the policy and stressed on the collaboration of educational
institutions with cultural organisations. Mr. Anant Banawasi discussed the effect on New
education policy for higher education. Shri Manjunathaih also expressed his happiness to
the central government’s initiative on education after about 35 years and highlighted the
importance of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities in education. Dr. Manjunath
summarised the discussion and emphasized to focus on teachers unlearn the past teaching
methods and adopt to the new teaching methods to make this Government policy
successfully implanted.
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A Great Get Together

Jokes, taunts and kich-kich
—-  All of you please join and let us enjoy
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