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Avoiding Adverse Impact of Vakri Grahas —
Retrograde Motion of Planets

& Adv. Dr. Arvind A. Dhond

Abstract: The unstable property market, political upheaval and major changes in the world order
needs to be probed in from the approach of Vedic Astrology to seek answers to the challenges posed
in the midst of the present global pandemic. On one hand when mankind felt that lots of scientific
progress has been achieved in the world with computers, spacecrafts, supersonic jets, Chandrayaan-
2, Mangalyaan, robotic technology, etc. the biggest challenge posed at the outset of this calendar year
2020, made the entire world rethink on its real development and it silently whispered that lot more
needs to be achieved for actual development. With millions of patients being admitted in hospitals
all around the world and death almost knocking everyday at the doorsteps, its time to rethink from an
altogether different perspective to life. Today coronavirus COVID-19 has affected 215 countries.
This global pandemic can be studied by linking it with planetary retrograde. This can herald a time
for war, can increase stubbornness and aggressive tendencies like cyclone, earthquake. There can be
a change in the direction of life.

Key Words: Vedic Astrology, Natal Horoscope, Retrograde Motion, Prograde Rotation.
Foundations from Hindu Astrology

In Hindu astrology, there are a total of nine planets (Grahas) which affect human life and the
day-to-day activities in general, six out of the nine planets will run reverse in 2020. Further in Hindu
astrology, there are twenty-seven nakshatras (Stars) which are grouped as three stars per planet as
depicted in Table-l. There are twenty-seven Nakshatras and each nakshatra is also divided into
quarters or padas. There are four padas viz., Pada 1, Pada 2, Pada 3, and Pada 4. Pada is also used as
a synonymous word with charan. In all there are twelve Rashis (zodiac signs), they are Mesh (Aries),
Vrishabh (Taurus), Mithuna (Gemini), Karka (Cancer), Simha (Leo), Kanya (Virgo), Tula (Libra),
Vrishchik (Scorpio), Dhanu (Sagittarius), Makar (Capricorn), Kumbh (Aquarius) and Meen (Pisces).
The impact of any change in the motion of the planetary positions affects individuals differently based
on the Graha, Nakshatra and its Pada, and Rashi in the natal horoscope of an individual which remains
almost stationary for the entire lifetime of an individual.

Table-1: Overview of Graha Swami/ Planet Lord and Nakshatra Constellation
No. Planet Name Nakshatra Nakshatra Nakshatra
Ketu (Tail Node) | Ashwini Magha Moola

Sukra (Venus) Bharani Poorva-Phalguni | Poorva-Ashadha
Surya (Sun) Krittika Uttara-Phalguni | Uttara-Ashadha

Chandra (Moon) Rohini Hasta Shravana

Mangala (Mars) Mrigashira | Chitra Dhanistha
Rahu (Head Node) | Ardra Swati Shatbhisha

Guru (Jupiter) Punarvasu | Vishaka Poorva-Bhadrapada

| N O O &~ W N -

Shani (Saturn) Pushyami | Anuradha Uttara-Bhadrapada
9 Budha (Mercury) | Ashlesha | Jyeshtha Revati

(Source: Data Represented by Author)
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Chart-1: The Planets in Our Solar System

As per Vedic Astrology, most planets
in our solar system, including Earth,
rotate counter-clockwise or prograde
direction. Among these planets, Rahu
and Ketu are forever retrograde and
they always run in a reverse motion,
while Sun and Moon always run in a
straight motion. Prograde rotation
indicates that the motion is in the same
direction as the Sun’s rotation whereas
retrograde rotation is in the opposite
direction. When a planet, which
usually moves straight starts moving
in the reverse direction, that motion is
known as retrograde motion. In the
year 2020 i n the months of May-June
it will witness, four more planets Guru, Budha, Sukra and Shani along with Rahu and Kethu following
a route reversal. This retrograde motion of four planets of the six planets is analysed and depicted in
Table-11 below.

The Planets in Our Solar Sytem (not to scale)
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(Source: https://www.researchgate.net/Astronomy-and-Astrophysics)

Fable-11: Retrograde motion of Six Planets in the year 2020

Planet Name
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In the calendar year
2020, on May 11, Saturn
will reverse in its zodiac
sign Capricorn. Venus
will run retrograde on
May 13, while Jupiter
will see reversal run on
May 14. Three planets
Saturn, Venus and
Jupiter have become
retrograde in the second
week of May, 2020.
Later in June, Mercury
will start running reverse
on June 18. Between
June 18 and June 25,
there will come a point at

which these four planets

Source: Data Analy

siy by Anthor)

will be curved at the

same time. This state of the planets will overlap with Kaal Sarp Dosh, the results of which can be

troublesome.

Kaal Sarp Dosha in literal terms means, Kaal refers to ‘Time’, Sarp is ‘Snake’ and Dosha
means ‘Fault’ or ‘Disease’. This could be a catastrophic astrological prevalence that could affect its
natives with numerous misfortunes and obstructions in the progress which are the outcomes of Kaal
Sarpa Dosh. Kala Sarpa Dosh could affect the native’s health, happiness and take away one’s peace
of mind throughout lifetime. This is the reason most people are frightened of Kala Sarpa Dosha. The
world is already facing a tough time and the route reversal of a total of six planets together might
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bring more hardships for the whole world. The running reverse of the planets will add a multitude of
problems to the already existing ones.

Adverse Effect of Retrograde Budha (Mercury): Planet Budha (Mercury), which is a symbol of
trade, communication system and new thinking will remain retrograde between June 18, 2020 and
July 12, 2020. Always be aware of Mercury retrograde. This reversal will have a contrary effect on
the prosperity of trade, communication system and new thinking. Mercury retrograde promotes either
a person talking too much or not at all. It can make a person very prone to burn out and also unsure
of how to deal with their own speech and intellect. A person’s thinking can also be different. They
are stress points in the year. Mercury retrograde creates communication problems and makes life
uncomfortable. Stress levels can climb to sky high. Arguments can result from crossed wires. Stress,
arguments, delayed journeys - all of these can make life troublesome during the Mercury retrograde.
So, one needs to solve the problems with computers, internet and other technologies, i.e. work-from-
home type of situation arises. Mercury retrogrades and its awareness has a huge say in the quality of
one’s life. One need to double-check all appointments, travel programme and journeys. Remember
not to stop the life. Reversible decisions made during Mercury retrograde can be changed after it goes
direct.

Adverse Effect of Retrograde Guru (Jupiter): Planet Guru (Jupiter), which is a planet of wisdom
and intelligence will remain retrograde between May 14, 2020 and September 13, 2020. There gives
a possibility of public outrage and unrest during this time. Jupiter is the guru or the teacher. In Jupiter
retrograde people usually never knows when to stop giving advice. A person can be very
knowledgeable, yet they do not know how to use this knowledge in the right way. They can also
mistrust their own wisdom. The classics say that if Jupiter is retrograde, it will definitely give children
despite what else is promised otherwise in their natal chart. On an extreme negative level, they can
bring twisted thinking into the relationship. Jupiter rules the Aakash element. Aakash deals with the
knowledge, wisdom, our ability to purify, to repel the negative forces. Jupiter being retrograde
weakens the ability to use this tattva. Vishuddhi chakra will become blocked and this make us feel
unprotected and person makes some wrong choices. This leads to poisons of the mind which do not
always get the right filter. So, people do not know how to stop the poisons from polluting the life.
The stationary points of Jupiter can make people think in wrong ways. Even it can encourage the
possibility of getting wrong advice. Traditionally in India, marriage, auspicious events and new
ventures are not planned when Jupiter is retrograde.

Adverse Effect of Retrograde Sukra (Venus): Planet Sukra (Venus), which is a planet of luxury,
comfort, beauty and happiness will run retrograde from May 13, 2020 to June 25, 2020. This reversal
will have a reverse effect on its attributes, such as luxury, comfort, beauty and happiness. Venus is
the karaka for marriage. It being retrograde does make individuals choose unusual alliances.
Individuals may have an unconventional view of them or when in marriage or relationship do not
know how to express their love well. Venus also deals with femininity and women with Venus
retrograde do not always understand how to be truly feminine. They can become overtly masculine
or forget to dress feminine and be feminine. It results in people wanting something different from
their relationships and their concept of the opposite sex in the life becomes different. Venus rules
Apas, the water element. The human body is composed of over 85% water. Water deals with
emotions, taste, happiness and peace. Retrograde Venus can create problems with emotions, taste,
happiness and peace. The Swadhisthana chakra is also blocked. It often results in detachment from
one’s emotions, numbing from love and compassion, causing fear, especially the fear of death. Venus
retrograde indicates a focus on past relationships. Venus brings problems with relationships. Venus
retrograde is not a good time to marry.

Adverse Effect of Retrograde Shani (Saturn): Planet Shani (Saturn), which is the yogic planet, its
regression is between May 11, 2020 and September 29, 2020. It usually brings along a period of
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difficulty with workload and added responsibilities. During this time, it will make people become
more practical. During Saturn retrograde, people usually do not know when to stop working or they
may not like work at all. As Saturn is the karaka of misery, it is important that one must not give into
a negative attitude to life and embrace depression as a habit. Saturn is usually depicted as the poor
man. The poor are usually hungry - for food, for material goods, for good things in life. Saturn
retrogression can make individuals hungry with desire, wanting more and more even when the hunger
has been appeased and they may be materially very well off. Such people need to be alert and need
to watch for their greed. Saturn rules Vayu element. Vayu is air and Vayu needs to be used
constructively otherwise it can become unnecessarily destructive. Retrogrades do not know how to
use their energy, so if they do not take care, Saturn can become destructive force for them. Anahata
chakra teaches dispassion and detachment. When this Anahata chakra is blocked by retrogression
then people can find it difficult to detach. Saturn retrograde brings in a very unstable situation as it
already has started to bring instability in the world. Saturn stationing over the exact degree of the
Moon will bring untold mental stress.

Combating Adverse Effects of Retrograde Planetary Motion: The reverse motion of planets can
reap both good and bad results. In retrograde motion, planets are closer to the Earth, which is the
reason why their affect is felt more. In such a situation, even the horoscope might bring out incorrect
results. Thus, when planets are running reverse it is recommended to not enter into matrimonial ties
which marks the auspicious beginning of a new journey in life, take up new employment, make
strategic investment decisions such as purchase of an immovable property, starting a new project or
policy, or any such significant decisions in life. There is a high probability that such decisions may
go wrong due to the presence of Kala Sarpa Dosh and wrong timings in this difficult moment. There
will be great chances of misunderstandings, anger, aggression and fights among the natives and even
within the family among the own siblings. Individuals, and mainly men, have to watch they do not
become too aggressive and angry. They have to control and supress their aggressive personality.
Workplace tensions are also bound to increase which needs to be managed tactfully. The best way
out and safeguard is to postpone such strategic decisions in order to avoid the adverse consequences
resulting from it.

Eclipse and its inter-relationship between Planetary Retrograde Motion: The two aspects,
planetary retrogression around the time of a solar eclipse, creates a powerful synergy which can result
in major train accident, war, earthquake, cyclone, etc. The calendar year 2020 will experience six
eclipses in all as detailed in Table-111 below:

Table-11: Eclipse in the Calendar Year 2020 Astrologically, an eclipse can be
beneficial for some individuals while for

No. Date Types of Eclipse others it may bring adverse effects. Few
eclipses can bring in life changing happy
moments for some individuals like
marriage, child-birth, a promotion, a new
Thard Echipse June 21, 2020 Arnular Solar Echipse JOb or sudden progress in life. While
Fourth Echpse July 4-5, 2020 Pemunbral Lunar Echipse | SOome individuals may experience the
worst phase of life like sudden death of a
loved one, separation, loss of job,
additional workload, confrontation with
l.\'ullu':.'.'/)J!uR;'!)r;'\‘cnh';] by Author) bOSS, onset of critical i”ness’ surgery,

accident, etc. Eclipses are agents of

change and greatly influence the human race. They can break a horoscope pattern and shift dynamics.
It is necessary to have a strong understanding of celestial influence of stars in a fast-paced life

First Eclipse January 10, 2020 Penumbxal Lunar Eclipse

Second Eclipse June 5-6, 2020 Penumbral Lunar Eclipse

Fifth Echpse | November 29-30, 2020 | Penumbyal Lunar Eclipse

Sixth Echipse December 14, 2020 Total Solar Echipse
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unfolding itself from time-to-time. The effects of eclipse will depend on the Rashi which is applicable
to an individual.

Novel Coronavirus: COVID-19 and its inter-relationship with Retrograde Motion:

The commencement of the calendar year 2020 brought in a fear of deadly infectious disease
for which till date glob ally the scientists are tirelessly on a war footing to bring in a vaccine for its
cure. Vedic Astrology has predicted that the world will see full blown coronavirus during May, June
and July this year before things get better after September this year. Table-1V indicates a brief
snapshot of timeline of the events relating to it.

Table-IV: Timeline of Events relating to COVID-19 The first human case of the disease
caused by the novel coronavirus
Date Event causing COVID-19, subsequently
named SARS-CoV-2 was first
November 17,2019 | Fust confirmed case in China ' reported by the officials in Wuhan
City, China, in December 2019.
— On January 12, 2020, the World
Gy, e Health  Organisation (WHO)
January 12, 2020 WHO confirmed that novel coronavirus was the canse of a | confirmed that a novel
respiratory iliness * coronavirus was the cause of
4 | January 30, 2020 First case of COVID-19 1n India, in Kerala's Thrissur district * respiratory illness in a cluster of
people in Wuhan City, Hubei,
China, which was reported to the
WHO on December 31, 2019. On January 30, 2020, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India have reported the first confirmed case of the novel coronavirus COVID-19 in
India, in the southern state of Kerala when a patient in Kerala’s Thrissur district had been tested
positive for novel coronavirus. The patient was an Indian student who had recently returned from the
Wauhan University in China and had tested positive for the virus. As on June 18, 2020, world over the
total Coronavirus cases reported are 85,29,274 (Count from India: 3,81,091) and the total deaths due
to coronavirus COVID-19 are 4,53,869 (Count from India:12,604)°.

Earthquakes and Cyclone and its inter-linkage with Planetary Retrograde Motion:

Earthquakes and
Cyclones are events when
combined with retrograde
planetary motion results in a
huge destruction to life and
property. The data in Table-V
provides a birds eye-view of
the earthquakes that has
occurred till June 16, 2020,
across the world in the year
2020.

During earthquake the estimated combined tons of seismic energy released is equivalent to several
atomic bombs. Such energy release occurs during the times of retrograde motion of planets combined

December 31, 2019 | Fust human cases of COVID-19 reported by officials in Wuhan

(Source: Data comptled by Author)

Table-V: Number of Earthquakes by Magnitude in 2020
Magnitude | January | February | March | April | May | June (Till 16-06-2020)
3.0-89 0 { ) 0

7.0-7.9 | 1 ) 0

6.0-69 14 ) 8 8
50-59 144 97 111 112
1.0-4.9 1,217 900 960 | 995]1.003
TOTAL 1376 1,004 | 1,080 1,123
(Source: Data Compiled by Author)

! South China Morning Post. English-language newspaper Retrieved 28 May 2020.
2WHO Timeline - COVID-19.

3 Information about COVID-19 | World Health Organisation.

4 Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India.

S https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/ Retrieved on June 18, 2020




23

with earthquake. Further, Cyclone Nisarga added on June 3, 2020, added to this energy release. It
made a landfall at Alibaug, Shrivardhan and several parts of coastal Maharashtra and affected
Mumbai. These incidents are live instances of occurrence of disasters aggravated by planetary
motion.

Inferences of Data Analysis from Astrological Perspective: It is important to know retrogression
of planets in the year 2020. The planets during their retrograde transit can temporarily block the
elements and create lots of problems in the subconscious if people are not aware of them. The
retrograde motion of an individual’s dasha ruler as per the natal chart can change the direction of the
events. Retrogrades indicate a concentration of energy in the part of the zodiac where they are active.
Person having their planets in that area will have a major impact. When planets go retrograde, they
delay things, keep an individual in a limbo state, and can also give them disappointment sometimes,
depending upon their natal astrology chart. Retrogrades make life appear to be stuck in limbo, neither
moving forward or backward. Limbo is frequently used to describe a temporary state, a lack of
movement either forwards or backwards in life or in relationships. Being in limbo is an unnatural
state of being, because as humans they want to prosper with a certain degree in life. This usually ends
up making things worse. One of the worst things about being in limbo and feeling stuck is fear - fear
of the future, fear of the unknown and fear of outcomes can immobilise the thoughts and actions. This
can cause depression, stress and anxiety. Another discomfort from being in limbo is the feeling of
losing control.

Conclusions and Suggestions: On the backdrop of preceding discussion, it can be inferred that
definitely the world, and especially our nation India, is at present going through difficult times and
facing the battle of pandemic coupled with almost war like situation in the North Eastern as well as
North Western border areas. Another inauspicious date is February 11, 2021, which is Amavasya in
Krishna Paksha, after which these ill-effects would slowly start to diminish but its spill-over effects
are likely to be there for some more time in the near future. Hence post February 11, 2021, it is
recommended to proceed with auspicious events like marriage, new ventures, new employment,
making strategic investment decisions such as purchase of property, investing in capital markets,
starting a new project or policy, or any such significant decisions in life. Times are really tough. Hope
is important because it can make the present moment less difficult to bear, if we believe that tomorrow
will be better. As the aspects pointed out in this article needs personalised approach depending on
natal chart, if needed one can approach any expert professional astrologer for the personalised
assistance and guidance. This article is a guide post acting as a lighthouse to caution and guide the
believers, but not to convince the non-believers, from adverse impacts on their lives in the present
difficult times that the world is going through.

Vedic Astrology is like a signal light which guides and warns the pedestrians when not to cross
the highway in life, but despite such warning if still any pedestrian insists to refute such a warning
signal, then there are all possible chances that such a person may meet with an accident on the
highway due to the speeding heavy vehicles. These are an act of supernatural forces, far beyond the
imagination of latest scientific development of our times and it is a mystery still unresolved till date,
hence controlling and totally negating the ill-effects of such negative forces are not in any human
beings or even collectively in the entire mankind. The best adage in this context is, “Prevention is
better than cure”, because it is easier to stop something happening in the first place than to repair the
damage after it has happened or to repent lifelong at a later stage, because certain decisions are
irreversible in life, for instance marriage. When the retrograde planets are in transit one has to analyse
their transit effect, especially the adverse effects on an individual’s life so as to safeguard from such
ill-effects.
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Moving Beyond English:
Why is Native Language an Integral Part of your Identity?
#sDeepannita Das

The age battle in India is never at rest. Article 343 of the Indian Constitution declared that
“Hindi in the Devanagari script” will be the official language of India in 1949. But, English
too was considered an official language during the British Raj and has remained co-official
with Hindi.

English language in India has now become synonymous with the socio-economic status, a
language of the elite. So, what happens to the majority of Indians, who choose to speak in
their mother tongue and has not adopted English as their second language? They are almost
voiceless today just because of their language preference!

To understand the existing mindset, LifeBeyond Numbers got in touch with people
belonging from different communities to understand what it means to be connected to our

On asking why is it important to

stay connected to your roots, an

NRI and a software professional from

Singapore, Sonal Jha (29) says, “I

belong from Maithili Community and

this is something I will always be

proud of. While growing up, the people

~around me made me feel that the

English language is synonymous with

. sophistication and 1is particularly

meant to be spoken by people who are

rich and successful. And therefore, if

you want to be a part of this crowd,

you have to learn English. Due to this,

the sense of belonging gets lost in a way, when you are not able to identify yourself as a
part of the society you live in. I feel even if you are living far away from your country, it is
your native language that keeps you connected to your roots and shape my personality.”

Even though most children in India are trained to be trilingual, but the native language
should occupy the first place in order to develop a sense of belonging and empathy towards
other while communicating, studies have found.

Due to shift in a belief system, most parents nowadays want to send their children to a school
where English is the first language. This is so because the language has become synonymous
with status. This is a huge reason why many in India take pride in saying they are not well
versed in Hindi or Bengali or any other local languages for that matter. Why? Because it
creates a sense of inferiority in them!

A teacher from Lakshmipat Singhania Academy (a Kolkata-based school) Ishita Gomes
(28) feels, “Language acquisition is a major part of learning and the second language
learning is always aided by our knowledge of the mother tongue. As a teacher, I feel
children should be aware of their mother tongue and regional language while theyre
learning national and international languages. Competency aside children can learn more
languages when they are young. We should not think of it as a burden, rather a privilege,



https://lifebeyondnumbers.com/
https://lifebeyondnumbers.com/love-language/
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that our children have access to such rich cultural heritage and encourage the learning
and growth of indigenous languages.”

In India, students studying in informal schools always have to make private arrangements
in order to learn their native language because, in most of the schools, the medium of
teaching is English. Schools need to push native languages as communication priority.

“History stands as a witness that languages were developed for communication and that
all languages are interconnected. So a particular language becoming a barrier to the other
is completely invalid in my opinion. As I have been connected to many aspects of
communication like advertising to cinema and theatre, I feel that there is no harm in
knowing many languages but one should know their mother language. It is the wrong
belief system that contributes to the fact that language and status of an individual are
connected. Even I have come across certain challenges, but I feel my home language is my
strength,” says Priyanka Saha (27), a theatre artist by profession who belongs to Bengali
community.

In the times of globalization, focus on native language is diminishing slowly and this is likely
because of clerical temperament. People want to focus on the foreign languages more as they
benefit them in some way or other.

A senior faculty member in the University of Calcutta, Aishwarya Biswas teaches Pali
language and Buddhist Narrative literature. She says, “Pali is well preserved in Sri Lanka
but it has Vedic roots. In 2006, when I started teaching Pali at the Calcutta University,
there were about 10 students, then slowly many students started to take interest in these
subjects, but after 2011, the number started to decline again. Most of the students were
from Bangladesh and few were from Sri Lanka. There is a need to revive these languages
because that contributes to the culture of our nation.”

Many people in India believe that learning a language is important because it may cater to
commercial needs of an individual.

“While pursuing my masters in Sanskrit, people always discouraged me
saying that this language is of no use and I was asked to learn English instead
so that I can get a good job. What they don’t understand is that I wanted to
learn Sanskrit and it was out of love for the language. I wanted to understand
the culture of my nation and not how it will benefit me professionally,” says a
B.Ed student Debdutta Mondal (26), who hails from Balurghat.

Parents want their children to learn foreign languages efficiently since childhood because
they have a preconceived notion that doing this sets their children class apart and secure
their future with a good job prospect. Due to this, the true meaning of learning a language is
lost somewhere.

A non-profit organization Wikitongues is fighting the threat of global language loss. It says,
there is a possibility that more than half of the 7,000 languages spoken and signed today
are expected to vanish in less than a century.

A native language forms the base of communication for development for any human, yet it
seems we all are trying hard to lose a language and it is no less than a disaster.

When you lose your native language, you lose your stories with it as well!



https://lifebeyondnumbers.com/quiz-many-basic-foreign-language-words-know/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54zMtbaDFL8
https://lifebeyondnumbers.com/turkey-whistled-bird-language-save-extinction/
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Language and identity

& Kahar Zalmay

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to
him in his mother language that goes to his heart.” - Nelson Mandela

The age of globalisation has seen thousands of people emigrate to other countries in
search of better employment and educational opportunities. Sometimes people migrate
in order to escape conflicts at home and to find safer and more stable living conditions
abroad. This movement from one place to another affects peoples’ mother tongue.

Language is not simply an assortment of words but an entity that connects an individual
to his family, identity, culture, music, beliefs and wisdom. It is the carrier of history,
traditions, customs and folklore from one generation to another. Without language, no
culture can sustain its existence. Our language is actually our identity.

The mother language plays a crucial role in shaping an individual’s personality as well
as his or her psychological development, thoughts and emotions. Our childhood is the
most important stage of our lives and children can comprehend concepts and skills that
are taught to them in their mother tongue quite fast.

Many psychologists believe that a strong bond between a child and his or her parents
(especially the mother) is established through exhibition of love, compassion, body
language and verbal communication; language.

According to education specialist, Hurisa Guvercin, “When a person speaks his mother
tongue, a direct connection is established between heart, brain and tongue. Our
personality, character, modesty, shyness, defects, skills, and all other hidden
characteristics become truly revealed through the mother tongue because the sound of
the mother tongue in the ear and its meaning in the heart give us trust and confidence”.

Unesco Director General Irina Bokova believes that, “mother languages in a multilingual
world are essential components of quality education, which in itself is the foundation for
empowering women, men and their societies”.

There is no harm in learning another language for it opens up new windows of
opportunities and helps us understand life better. A new language gives us a new
worldview and makes us more aware of the cultures, lifestyles, customs and beliefs of
other people.

The 200 million people in Pakistan speak 72 different provincial and regional tongues,
including the official languages, Urdu and English. According to the Parliamentary Paper
2014, 10 out of these 72 languages are either “in trouble” or “near extinction”. The
provincial languages of Pakistan are spoken and used in the four provinces - Punjab,
Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. However, these languages, with the
exception of Sindhi, have no official status in Pakistan.

Since the most crucial factor is the attitude of those who speak a particular language, it
is essential that the state creates a social and political environment that encourages
multilingualism and respect for minority languages. It should enact laws that recognise
and protect minority languages, encourage an education system that promotes mother-
tongue instruction and create creative collaboration between community members and
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linguists to develop a writing system and introduce formal instruction in these
languages.

Lok Virsa’s stance in terms of mother languages is very clear. It considers all the
languages spoken in Pakistan as national languages. For the last two years, Lok Virsa has
been actively promoting cultural diversity and celebrating mother languages.

To commemorate the UN’s Mother Language Day, a two-day festival titled ‘Our
Languages - Our Identity’ will be held in Islamabad on February 18 and 19, 2017. The
event will provide a unique opportunity to experience Pakistan’s linguistic and cultural
diversity: more than 150 writers, poets and cultural activists will represent Pakistan’s
mother languages. This will be followed by a musical evening and poetic night where
sessions and mushairas will be held in various national languages.

The aim of the festival is to promote Pakistan’s linguistic and cultural diversity as an
instrument of social harmony, peace and tolerance. It also aims to enlighten the new
generation of Pakistan by showcasing a wide range of literary works in these languages.

In addition, Lok Virsa has been organising summer camps for children over the last two
years to familiarise them with different regional languages and give them an idea about
today’s multicultural world with pluralistic identities. Lok Virsa, through regional
exhibitions, also promotes the music of regional languages.

It is time all regional languages are given the status of national languages which will
bring their speakers from the fringes to the mainstream. If we want to empower our
people, we need to give them the opportunity to communicate in their mother language

so that they do not feel disenfranchised.
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