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INDIAN CHARACTER AND PERSONALITY

Soloman Goodich -eternal traveler

Indians have been described as eternal optimists: philosophical, laid-back and resilient. One Indian
said: “We are comfortbale in our skins. No existential angst or Freudian guilt torments us.”

Indians like to talk, converse, gossip, engage in animated discussions, indulge in conspiracies and
watch soap opera dramas. Part of this may be related to their tradition of having an oral culture. Long
before many things were written down stories and information were passed along orally from
generation to generation. It can also be argued that Indians simply love the act of talking. Traditionally,
the sound of a word has had more significance than the meaning and some sounds wre regarded as
having spiritual and magical qualities. A good conservation is not necessarily defined as a deep or
revealing one about oneself. Indians can have engaging animated conversations about any topic:
even ones that are considered superficial and small talk in the West; the weather, films, food.

There isn’t much privacy in India. People are everywhere on the streets, in homes and even supposed
gauiet spots of natural beauty. Indians tend to be very people oriented. They are rarely alone. They
are usually with a family member, a friend, a coworker. Success is achieved by advancing within a
group and helping the group to advance. “Individualism, in its Western Euroamerican consciousness is
foreign to the traditional Indian Social consciousness and experience.

For a country the with the size and diversity of India, it is an ominous task to characterize people.
Everyone is just so difference. Nevertheless, here is an analysis. India is a society where people still
place a lot of importance on material aspects and still have this habit of poking their nose into other
peoples’ business. And the worst part is that people still care what others think. “Sometimes Indians
promise more than they can deliver. One India man told the Los Angeles Times, “We like to please. It
is very difficult for us to say no.”

Friendship and Hospitality in India: Great importance is placed on friendship. A passage of the
Yajur Veda reads: May all beings look on me with the eye of a friend; may | look on all beings with the
eye of a friend. May we look on each other with the eye of a friend”. Making casual friends in India is
very easy. Making close friends and finding out what people are really like underneath their exterior
layer of friendliness and politeness takes more time. Behaviour is often formal and ritualized. They are
many rules as to how one is supposed to act and not act, and it is ingrained to follow these rules.

Phil Reeve wrote “Few places are as hospitable as India. The countryside seems populated with
people willing to drop everything to help an unknown foreigner find his destination or to serve him tea.”
Hospitality is valued by. A great effort is made to make sure a guest is happy and well provided for.
Faux pas are overlooked

A special effort is made to make foreigners feel welcome. Tourists who venture outside the cocoon of
organized tours find they overwhelmed withinvitations for tea, food or a visit to a person’s home. It is
not uncommon for an Indian toapproach a foreigner on the street and invite him or her to a village
festival or a wedding party. Sometimes poor families offer extraordinarily nice meals. Offers of money
are inevitably turned down and regarded as an insult.

Having a Good Time: Traditionally the main form of entertainment in India has been sitting around
chatting. Around endless cups of tea, Indians like to gossip and talk about politics, issues of the day.
Even people that would be considered poor by American standards enjoy discussing literature,
science and intellectual topics.

Indians have traditionally entertained each other at home with conversation and food. Going out
usually menas seeing a movie. Villagers entertain themselves with weddings, caste celebrations and
religious festivals. Wrestling matches and cockfights are popular in some places. Travelling actors and
magicians and movie shown entertain people in some places.

Indian Directness, Practicality and Temporary Quick Fixes: Indians are very direct. They can be
very opinionated, and they are not afraid to say what they think. They do not go out of their way to
avoid confrontation like some East Asians do. The Indian press is vibrant, irreverent and free. “No big
brother glares at us Indians aren’t into big productions. They feel the money could be better spent on




something useful. Best selling author Shobha De wrote in Times, “The Indian mind is cunning and
inventive. We think on our feet and can improvise our way of impossible situation. We are curious
interested people. We learn, absorb, mimic and clone competently. We have millions of
proressionals”.

“‘Jugaad” is a colloquial Hindi-Urdu word that can mean an innovative fix or a simple work-around,
used for solutions that bend rules. Depending on the situation, it can be both a good and a bad thing.
“‘Jugaadd” loosely translates to a “temporary fix”. It is good because it allows people to patch up things
for the time being and carry on with their work without having to wait for expert help. It is bad because
it is addictive. People become so accustomed to these quick fixes that they do not do any job properly
even when they have the time and resources to do so.

But as we know too much of anything is baneful. Now we are in a habit to always look for shortcuts
and temporary solutions. Everybody is so obessed with being a “Jugaadu” nobody wants to go down
the long hard wary in order to get a permanent long-term solution.

Characteristic Traits of Indians:

Chalta Hai: “Chalta Hai” attitude compromising with the circumstances and not making any effort to
improve them is the worst kind of attitude that a person can harbor. 1) Jumped a traffic light? Sab
karte hain. Chalta hai. (Everyone does it. It happens). 2) Need to bribe an official to get work done
faster? Sab lete-dete hain. Itha to chalta hai. (Everyone either gives/takes bribe. A littile is fine. 3)
Witness a girl getting molested by a group of barbarians? Main kyun padun beech mein. Ye sab to
chalta hai.

Blame game: There are two version of the game: Passing the blame: Played at all levels by all kinds
of participants. 1) We tend to blame every entity (living/non-living, relevant/non-relevant) except for our
own selves (how can a holy figure like us be at blame?). It wasn’t the state government, it was the
center. It wasn’t the HRD Ministry, it was the Finance Ministry. They are not approving the budget. It
isn’t the school administration; it is the educational policies. It isn’t me, it's that rock over there. 2)
Blaming the players while being a spectator-specially the government. The government isn’t doint this,
it isn’t doing that. Agreed! But what are You doing? Except for sitting on your lazy ass and bickering?

Bribery: Bribery is so commonplace in India, that if a government official does not demand a bribe to
get your work done, you can count yourself lucky. Why is bribery so prevalent? People don’t believe
that taking a bribe is wrong (legally or morally). The people performing the most important the most
important functions in the society (professors, doctors, policemen, soldiers) are probably used to be)
paid the least (at least before the 6" Pay Commission)

Inferiority Complex: Indians generally compare themselves to others all the time. Even the parents
tell a child, "Look at the neighbour's son. He studies so well, ". This is the beginning of a journey the
child undergoes throughout his life. "Well our neighbours have bought a big screen TV, How about
Us”. "That fellow has 10 acres of land. | have only Two” “Look at China. how well they have
developed”. Even the writers and Artists, all the time Claim, they are intellectuals, groan, " That fellow
has got this award, why | am not considered? This is a constant theme. There are very few people,
who do not care what others do, or have, or have achieved.

Sense of time: In India there is no sense of Time to be punctual means you are going to wait for
others. Being late is of no crime. “Come on. Heavens are not going to fall” is the routine exclamation. It
is quite common to be late for meetings or appointments.

Any task need not be time bound. Indians are relaxed this behavior is quite opposite to that found in
Japan. But | need to say, Indians when they go to other countries quickly adopt and follow the systems
there at.

Karma: There is fatalism among most Indians. " Oh, it is my Karma, | got this". sometimes this is a
good quality, because it brings peace within you. But if one resigns at the very beginning of any
enterprise or an effort, this works against any achievement. Some one told me, that this is taught in
GEETA, and all Indians follow it. But then, if you do not take responsibility for your action and just say
"MY Karma”, it becomes a defeatist attitude.




Not submitting to One Single Authority: Unlike China, India never had One single Ruler all over
India, previous to the British Empire. Even under the British, there were several individual Kingdoms,
who internally ruled themselves. In China, the word of the Emperor was Final. So, the Indians never
were under single administration.

Apart from Administraton, there was no single religion. Infact Religion was a Foreign word. carryout a
similar exercise in their Crown colony. One of the Question was “what is your Religion". the christians
said Christians, Muslims said islam, but a majority did not know the answer. So, the British clubbed all
such people under the umbrella HINDU.

Because there is no single Prophet or religious authority like the Vatican, Indians never subjected
themselves to any single authority. Multiple centres existed throughout. Languages added to the
Couldron. With the result, Indians never respect any single Authority, and as such behave as per their
own inclinaation

Fall in Line: This is the hardest for Indians, they can stand in line and wait for their Turn. You will see,
people trying to jump the Que, jostle and aargue, Be it in a ration shop, government Office, or a
Doctor's Clinic, they cannot fall in line

Education: For Parents, education means, their ward gets a Paper certificate which gets them a job
with good salary. It is not about acquiring Knowledge or Behaviour. They pay the Fees and entrust
the entire education, to the School and to the Tuition / coaching class.

The Teachers are just concerned about finishing the Syllabus within time. They have no time for
guestions of the child. Ofcourse, they do not know the answers. They just focus on Question Banks.
The coaching class focusses on the Question papers of the last 5 years. Mug up the answer and face
the exams. With the result, all the three, Parents, Teachers, and the students approach education as
being a perfunctory journey. Professors in the Universities are lecturing on the subject with the same
notes which they had prepared 20 years ago.

Research: There are very few scientific establishments and Universities who are focussing on

carrying out any significant Researh on any subject. A Nation’s Wealth andfuure is in Researc. India
made a good start n he 50s, with good leaders like Bhabha and Sarabhai, in Science. But for the past
20 years, Science and Engineering are looked down. You ask any student who is appearing for his
matriculation, as to which field he is going to specialise. His reply mostly will be, Commerce.
Engineering Colleges are shutting down. Science has no takers. Which Industry is going to benefit
with so many Commerce graduates, without any production?

Career counsellors also harp on subjects other than Science and engineering. Even those who take
Engineering, ward off to IT later.

Hygiene: Indians are careful about personal Hygiene and take extra care. But as far as public
Hygiene is concerned, they treat all public places as Bahir Desha. It is placeto relieve yourself, spit,
throw garbage. or Feed the Cows or Pigeons. Public Hygiene is not their responsibility. They are
responsible for only their Homes. Recent efforts by the Govt has been to initiate and train the younger
Generation in maintaining Clean Public Hygience.

Languages and Concepts: Indians are quick to learn new languages and grasp concepts even if
they are abstract. This is due to vast linguistic variety and theological aspects in the country. This also
is a great asset. It is also important to note, that Indians are good talkers.

Heritage: Most Indians are unaware of their intellectual and scientific heritage. Lord Mcaulay did his
homework properly. The English Education has brainwashed the Indians. Indians have grooved in
English and most of their own languages may soon find no takers, irrespective of what the
Governments want. Sciences like Ayurveda are lost on Indians.

Leftist onslaught during the last 60 years, has left Indians confused with their own culture and
Heritage.

Final Count: With all the draw backs, Indians have a great future, because of their quick learning
abilities andadapt to new environments.
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Little Things

&sPragnya Kashyap

On a bright sunny morning, when the clock struck 11:00 am, we climbed down the stairs where he [

with his long legs and gigantic foot took huge steps and opened the squeaky gate. | was trying to

catch up to his speed running behind. He stood exactly at the gate and waited for me patiently. | grabbed his
palm which was warm and huge, and | wrapped around my hand to his finger and said,” Can we walk slowly
today?” He smiled at me and said, “sure! Come on let’s go.” Just as we started walking, we could hear a firm
yet sweet voice from behind. We stopped to look at what it was, while she yelled out, “Please get 1 kg of
sugar..” He nodded without even looking back. We then started walking at the same speed we started at, he
took huge steps and walked firmly with a bright light of confidence in his eye. At the same time, | was trying to
catch up to his speed.

Soon we reached the main road. As we waited to cross to the other end, there was a hustling crowd walking on
both sides of the pavement, also a few hawkers sitting and selling various items on the side. Cars, buses,
Autorickshaw where the driver was waving his one hand out of the vehicle as an indicator and few Scooters,
motorcycles riders in road rage. Everyone seemed to be in a rush. As soon as the signal turned red, most of the
vehicles screechingly came to a standstill. We started to cross the road, while he held my finger firmly and in a
firm voice told me, “Don’t run ahead, it could be dangerous!”

We reached our regular confectionery shop, | Looked at him enthusiastically, he smirked at me while he put his
hand in the pocket of his shirt and fiddled for a few seconds and handed me over a new 2-rupee coin. He had
struck an interesting conversation with the shopkeeper, while | sat on the horse and put in the 2-rupee coin
into the machine. In no time the horse started moving back and forth while | was lost looking at the busy road
outside. There was a sudden jerk and the horse stopped. Then he came and got me down the horse. While he
continued talking to the shopkeeper, | was eyeing on the sugar-coated candy which was kept in a shining jar. |
went and stood next to him, held the edge of his crisply ironed cotton shirt, and called out, “Thatha?”. He was
so engrossed in the conversation with the shopkeeper that he could not hear me. So, | repeatedly did the same
action and called out to him in the loudest possible voice.

He looked down at me with the most pleasant smile and said, “Yes?” | swiftly pointed to the candy jar before |
could lose his attention. While he was bidding goodbye to the shopkeeper, he opened the lid of the candy jar
effortlessly and carefully picked out one candy for me unwrapped it and while handing it over to me he said,
“don’t chew the candy! It should last until we reach home.” | mumbled back to him with the entire candy in my
mouth, okay!! thatha, you are the best!! He chuckled and said, “Come on let’s go home. Your Ajji must be
waiting for us eagerly.” He removed a one-rupee coin out of his shirt pocket and left it on the jar, waved to the
shopkeeper grabbed my tiny hand and we started walking back home with me facing the same challenge of
matching his speed. As we reached the gate of our residence, | left his finger and with blazing speed went up
the stairs and rang the bell continuously till | could hear my gjji’s furious voice, “Slow down!! | am coming..”
while thatha stood down for a minute with both hands on his waist and took a few deep breaths before he
could climb up.

The above event was a daily routine during my childhood days, and this has left a strong imprint on my mind
which | cherish even today. | can even recall that sometimes he would try to leave me behind at home, but |
would somehow manage to cling on to him and without any choice, he would take me along.

We have all grown up from being those clingy little kids who wanted to go out with grandparents/parents to
become busy with our own priorities. In the process, we tend to adapt and evolve to all the external
necessities, but we tend to ignore our grandparents/parents to a larger empty space that cannot be filled up by
an alternative person or a materialistic thing. The amount of happiness they would feel in having a meal
cooked together would be much higher than dinner at an expensive restaurant. Instead of always being busy
and occupied with our commitments, we could make them also one of the high priorities to use the current
opportunity to connect back to them in various, different ways to make them feel secure and less lonely.
Sometimes we need to slow down and embrace small things/moments around us and focus on the journey
rather than just being in a rush to reach the destination.




An Electronic Book or E Book

Sreedhar Mysore

An Electronic Book or E Book as they are universally known is a text-based publication in digital |

form. While they may contain images and graphs of some kind, mostly their formats lead them to

be text-based. E books are designed to be read off an electronically compatible device either an

IReader, a Kindle e-reader, tablet, mobile device or personal computer. While E Books are the actual text and
document being read, an E Reader is the device that
makes this possible. E books are stored as electronic
e i \, files, they are small and easy to share and purchase.

~y - J The world’s first automated reader, the precursor to
& - “:' . - today’s e-readers, was invented by a woman named
. Angela Ruiz Robles. Angela had her innovative idea in
Spain in 1949. Angela Ruis Robles was a
schoolteacher, who watched her students carry text
books back and forth from school every day. The idea
was that her reader would be far easier to carry for
school children, than a number of different text books.

It is very surprising to note that while the paperback
book came to us in the 1930s, the concept for
electronic books arose at the same time. According to
Wikipedia, the idea of the e-reader came to writer and
impresario Bob Brown after watching his first “talkie”
(movies with sound). In 1930, he wrote an entire book
on this invention and titled it “The Readies” playing off

the name of the “talkie.”

It took over 40 years for Brown’s prescient vision to become reality. Starting back in 1971, Michael S. Hart
launched Project Gutenberg and digitized the U.S. Declaration of Independence, becoming the first eBook in the
world. (To put the date into context, 1971 was the year that the first email message was ever sent— between
two mainframe computers!). In 1985, the Voyager Company, a pioneer in CD-ROMs, was founded and
published “expanded books” on CD-ROM including Michael Crichton’s Jurassic Park, and in 1993, Digital Book,
Inc. offered the first 50 digital books on floppy disk.

Fast forwarding to 1998 four important events happened:

the first dedicated eBook readers were launched: Rocket Ebook and Softbook;
2. the first ISBN issued to an eBook was obtained;
US Libraries began providing free eBooks to the public through their web sites and associated services;
and
Google was founded by Larry Page and Sergey Brin.

In 2000, the same year Blu-Ray discs were launched, Stephen King offered his novella Riding the Bullet as a
digital-only computer-readable file, and two years later, Random House and HarperCollins started to sell digital
versions of their publications. In 2004 Sony released its Sony Librie e-reader and then its Sony Reader in 2006.

2007 changed the world of reading forever with Amazon’s launch of the Kindle eBook reader in the U.S. and the
launch of the iPhone by Apple. In 2009, Barnes & Noble introduced the Nook, and Sony linked with libraries via
the Overdrive digital network to enable library patrons to borrow eBooks from their local library.

Today, one sees many kinds of digital publications. “Electronic” or digital books can come as printable PDFs,
enhanced PDFs with hyperlinks and embedded files, or “true eBook” formats: EPUB or MOBI files which are
industry standard and open formats.




EPUB is the most common and non-proprietary format, used by most Government agencies, commercial
publishers, and libraries, and can be used on a variety of devices and software from different vendors. MOBI or
AZW is used by Amazon for its Kindle readers and software.

EPUB and MOBI are “true eBook” formats because they offer resizable and reflowable text, automatically
adjusting to the font and screen size and orientation (portrait or landscape) set on the e-reading device or
software being used.

Advantages of Ebooks

1. One of the biggest advantages of eBooks is the fact that they require no trees to create them. This is
obviously an eco-friendly option that both reduces cost and lowers environmental impact.

Information can be obtained without leaving your desk! Need to do some last-minute research on a
topic? Simply find a great eBook store, search for your keywords or phrases, purchase the book and
you're set!

Unlike paper books and materials, digital books only require one device to carry around with you. This
means you can carry a library of various book genres for every mood.

eBooks can lower the cost of enjoying your favorite titles. With no shipping and handling costs, eBooks
typically have prices that are 50-60% lower than their print counterparts.

eBooks are more flexible than paper books. For those who have trouble reading the typical book-sized
font, eBook readers can enlarge the font size to make reading more pleasurable and easier on the eyes.

eBooks can contain multi-media elements not available with traditional books. Audio and video can be
embedded to make reading a fully immersive experience.

With eBooks you can mark passages, save pages and search text before, during or after you read.

With all these advantages it is difficult to discuss about diaadvantages, but there are some that have many
concerned.

Disadvantages of E-books

1. Many people still prefer being able to hold a traditional book in their hands. For those of us who enjoy
reading a book in bed before signing off for the night, a cold hard digital device just won't be the same.

While one advantage of eBook devices is their ability to enlarge fonts for easier reading, the fact is one
is still reading off an LCD screen. Unlike paper, these screens provide a glare that not only make reading
inconvenient if the lighting isn't just right, the glare may actually cause eye strain and make it more
difficult to focus while reading.

With the wide variety of formats and eReader devices on the market, choosing which device is the right
one for all situations can be nearly impossible. Though compatible formats have been introduced that
should allow most readers to view purchases, many of these still lack proper formatting. Without proper
page layouts and spacing reading becomes more of a tedious chore than an enjoyable pastime. With
traditional books one simply buys and reads!

How disappointing would it be to find yourself right in the middle of a steamy romance scene while
traveling only to have the batteries in your reading device die, with ho way to charge them?

What good is a bookshelf if you cannot enjoy the look and smell of all your time-worn books, lovingly
thumbed, crimped and read cover to cover, over and over again?

Print and ebooks publishing in Indian prespective: India's book market, currently worth Rs 261 billion
making it the sixth largest in the world and the second largest of the English language ones, is expected to
touch Rs 739 billion by the end of 2020, says a survey. Technology has transformed the publishing industry in
the recent years. The per capita consumption of books in India may be low, but the sheer size of its population
makes this country one of the biggest markets for books in the world. The wave of typesetting and printing has
made publishing relatively faster, easier and cheaper.

eBooks have opened up a whole new world of possibilities for budding authors and novelists though the
concept itself is not very successful in India. eBooks consumption in India will take its own sweet time. Neither
publishers/schools/parents/readers are in hurry. Amazon being one of the largest ebook and print book seller
supports only 5 Indian languages namely Hindi, Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil and Malayalam.



https://www.toptenreviews.com/mobile/ebook-readers/best-ebook-readers/

The biggest challenge is in the production of ebooks in Indian languages. The way the content that is created
for print is different from the way digital content is prepared. The print content either needs to be recreated or
converted to suit the digital media. Though it looks simple from outside, to convert the print books to digital
books is a painstaking process that consumes time. The developer needs to understand the nuances of every
Indian language.

Conclusion: Clearly, the winner is none other than the person doing the reading, no matter which method they
choose. With all the options available in the market, there simply is no way to not enjoy reading. If anything,
what people should be focused on is learning how to read faster. After all, there are so many books to pick up
and read out there — both in printed form of ebook version. Having said this, my stand would be that we
should encourage more of ebooks than printed books helping to save our environment and it is better that we
adapt ourselves to technology sooner or later so that we are not left behind.
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