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Few more strides before
the centenary

Association gets a specially sculpted Ganapati

Sports have been a major activity in the Association. Indoor games were very
popular and well attended. The entire first floor of the Association was devoted
to indoor games, library and reading room. We had a hall devoted to cards, a
hall devoted to table tennis, a hall devoted to billiards, apart from games like = #3 M.A.N. Prasad

carom, chess etc. So many members were
participating that there used to be waiting for one’s
turn to play.

The Association used to conduct tournaments
in all these games which were very popular and
had its own standing. It also used to conduct
annual tournaments for its members and their
family.

Coffee and snacks were always available to
the members and guests. Our Kutti used to take
care of serving these items.

Our Association is different from clubs. It has three generations of a family as members. Since
many women and children attend events at the association, it is desirable to keep the association
atmospshere clean and healthy in appearance and habits.

Another popular section of the Association was the mess. It had a large membership and served
homely and hygienic food. On festival days it catered the specialities of the festival, thus making the
bachelors who were away from home get a feel of home food.

During 1989, the Association planned a Modern Auditorium for All Cultural activities. Separate
Columns were erected fro m outside the building
and construction of the second floor was started.

At that time, Association’s source of income was
the rental from the three rooms and dormitory
on the second floor. As these were dismantled
due to renovation work, there was virtually no
income to the association. Due to this financial
constraint, the work was halted after erecting the
roof of the second floor. Things came to such a
pass that we could not pay the salaries of our staff,
or pay power bills. Many times, we have pooled
monies from among the committee members to
meet such expenses.

e Nesaru Tingalole’, October 2023




So, the Manging committee of the time, in February 1993, went to Shri Siddhi Vinayak Temple at
Prabhadevi, praying for a relief. The Siddhi Vinayak Temple of Prabhadevi had around that time clad

their walls with marble They donated the left-over marble to us. Believe me, within 15 days, our
prayers were answered.

An International Company looking for
premises for their Offices, came to us and hired
our First floor giving us a rent which not only
assured sustenance, but also to provide funds for
our Auditorium Project. We had decided to install
Shri Siddhi Vinayak in the Association as symbol
of our trust in Him.

Two of our members, Shri Manjunathaiah and
Dr Manjunath, generously offered to donate a
Ganapathi idol to the Association. It was sculpted

- at the Artisan Training-cum-Production at Bidadi
in Karnataka, by President’s award-winning sculptor Shri. Ashok Gudigara. It was a replica of Hoysala

style Ganapathi with some modifications. In this the trunk was turned to the right (balamuri) and
instead of modaks it had a gyana mudra. The idol was four feet tall and was on a paanipeetha which
was two feet high. The idol was carved out in black stone.

The idol was delivered at the Association in the course of time. It was kept in the foyer. Members,
out of curiosity came to look at the idol. They said that a balamuri Ganapathi is very powerful and
needs to be installed (Prathishtapane) properly and till that is done, it has to be kept covered. It will
need to be offered Pooja every day. We kept the idol covered and asked Shri Hanumant Shastry,
who did the Pooja at Association, during festivals to help us with pratishtapane. He said that this is
a highly specialized area and he will find out who is the best person to conduct such a Pooja.

In the meanwhile, we identified the place where the idol is to be located and got the place clad with
granite, all sourced from Bangalore. Hanumant Shastry brought the person who would conduct this
rare Pooja. We were informed that this Pooja would be spread over two days and ‘annadana’ on
both the days was important. We should conduct dhanyadivasa and jaladhivasa for the idol. The idol
should be immersed in grains and in water as a part of consecration. Apart from this, homa and
chanting of Vedas was necessary. Our president and his wife would do the Pooja on behalf of the

‘Nesaru Tingalole’, October 2023




e

Association. Auspicious dates for the pratishtapane were fixed as 1st and 2nd of May 1995.

To watch this rare Pooja, our members and local neighbours gathered in large numbers. Ritwiks
from Shankara Mutt recited Vedas. Ganapathi homa and Navagraha homa were conducted.
Dhanyadivasa and Jaladhivasa were conducted and the idol was installed. The visitors were served
food as prasadam. The event was very well attended. |
The Prana Pratishtana of Shri Siddhi Vinayaka was §
done on Akshaya Tritiya in 1995.

After the installation, Pooja is being offered to the
idol every day. We introduced a scheme of ‘Nitya Pooja’
under which a person could pay a certain amount and |
select a date on which each year Pooja will be done on
his behalf. Many members volunteered to offer ‘Nitya
Pooja’ under this scheme. Since the Pooja was being
done in the morning, it was difficult for office goers to
attend the same. They requested if the Pooja could be
in the evenings so that they could attend the same. In
response to this request, one day in a week, on Tuesday
a Pooja in the evening also was introduced. Many
members started attending this, Pooja.

The presence of Ganapathi inspired many new
activities. Our members used to do bhajans in front of
the idol every Friday. They used to read Ganapathi
sahasranama every Tuesday. Apart from daily Pooja,
special pooja was done on Ganesha Chautrthi,

Pratishtapanadina and Maghi Ganapathi and members
participated in these in large number.

Shankaracharya of Kanchi and the Seer of Parkala Mutt have offered Pooja to this idol and given
their anugrahabhashana to our members. The Seer of Parakala Mutt had conducted dolotsava at our
association. He visited Mumbai again after some time and we suggested to the people who were
organising his programme that we would like him to conduct the dolotsavat our association. But we
were told that he has no time for dolotsava, but he would come to Association to give his
anugrahabhashana. On the day of his visit, I got a call in the morning from one of the persons
organising his programme. The Seer was insistent that he would do dolotsava at the Association and
admonished them for telling us that he had no time. I told him that we would be very happy. We
called up as many members as possible and informed them of the changed programme. We got the
prasada organized from Ahobila Mutt. The function was well attended.

It is nearing three decades now since the Ganapathi has been installed. Pooja to Ganapathi is
being conducted every day. It has given life to new activities at the Association and has helped in
bringing many members together. May these activities grow over the years and may the Lord protect
the Association.

®
e esaru Tingalole’, October 2023




PPUZZLEN & TEANERN

1. Puzzle: A farmer has 17 sheep, and all but 9 die. How many are left?
2. Puzzle: Name ten or more things that you can wear on your feat that begin with the letter "s".

3. Puzzle: There are fourteen punctuation marks in English grammar. Can you name half of them?

MIND STRETCHERS REBUS PUZZLE

HI%HT

i Jw

Each word in the pyramid has the letters of A.Two mothers and twe daughters went out
waord above It, plus new latter givan balow to eat, evary one ata a burger, But only thrae
are the clues. burgers where eaten, how is it possible?
1.Exist 2. Place to sleep 3. Lability

4.Introduction 5. Broken 6. Slowest 7.tripped

B.How many times in a day, are tha hands of the clock in straight line but opposite in direction?
A.20 B.22 C.24 D.48

PUZZLES & TEASERS ANSWERS

Puzzle 1 = Violin, Puzzle 2 = they all make a left turn, Puzzle 2 Arranged in the alphabet order
Spell in out: Easter & Island
How many squares do you see- 45

Quiz 3 A - B (W) In the given alphabets last but one letter of the alphabets is "Y'. 10" letter to the left of " is "0O". 8"
letter 1o the right "0 is "W,
B - A (Actuate)
Compiled by: Mr Ananth Banwasi

‘Nesaru Tingalole’, October 2023
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HINDU TRADITION/RELIGION OVER THE YEARS
= Dr. B R Manjunath

(Continued from previous Issue)

India or Bharath is not the only country, where such questions were raised and

perused. But in the Desert Lands, where living was very hard without any Water or shelter,
everything was left to GOD and his Prophets. People believed in the Prophets and their Rules, as
all of them promised HEAVEN where GOD lived. This is the same in Vedic Dharma as well, where
the belief of HEAVEN above and HELL below is expounded. If you do not, please God, be it Jehova,
God, Allah, ZEUS or Indra, you were not let in to Heaven after you die. None of these religions
have any concept of REBIRTH. Thus, the Vaidik Dharma is akin to Abrahamic religions.

But gradually as the influence of Yagnya and yaagas to please GOD were taking a decline,
Upanishads rose to propagate the concepts of Universal Energy/ PARAA BRAHMA, which
manifests as many, the Religion took a different turn. The effects of Jain Tirthankaras, who
preached ATNAN/SOUL, KARMA, and REBIRTH the HINDU Tradition took a different turn. The Jains
preaching of ARI SHADVARGA, meaning SIX INNER ENEMIES OF MAN, its concept of KAIVALYA or
MOKSHA also changed the Hindu tradition. The focus of attaining Heaven after Death, changed to
our own KARMA and its effect on our rebirth. The Vaidk Tradition is designed for Householder,
who has to have Desire, Wealth and a Code of Conduct. Jainism, Buddhism, Advaita, all of them
abhorred of any action which was carried out to get rewards. NISHKAMA KARMA became the
corner stone of Hindu Tradition, during the period of 800 BC till 2"¢ Century AD...

We need ti discuss here the changing scenario in north of Vindhya and south of Vindhya as foreign
influences were different. While the Greeks came across the Himalayas in 450 BC, there were no
other influences from 450 BC till 200 Ad, when Kanishka came, However, Kanishka accepted
Buddhas teachings and as such his invasions did not matter. To the culture here in. But in the
south, where Trading between Arabia and Kerala was continuing for ages, the effect of Abrahamic
religions were great.

First, the Jews were traders for a longtime. But after the romans conquered Jerusalem, some Jews
migrated to India and set up their Prayer Halls in here. Thereafter, St. Thomas, one of the disciples
of Jesus travelled to India/Kerala, in 42 AD, and converted many Ezlavas to Christianity. He went
on a mission to preach Christianity and convert many people. He travelled across Kerala and
Tamilnadu converting many Dalits. He was assassinated in 44 AD, near Chennai. His tomb is still
there on Mount Chennai. The Church he established was called Syrian Church and all the followers
called themselves as Syrian Christians

He went on preaching Devotion to GOD his SON, and the HOLY GHOST. What is HOLY GHOST?

HOLY GHOST is the Love that is shared between the LORD and his DEVOTEE. This is the origin of
BHAKTI Movement in South. BHAKTI comes from the root BHAAGA meaning a share. The LORD is
BHAAGAVANTA and the Devotee is BHAAGAVATA or BHAAGATA/ BHAKTA as Ka and Ga are
interchangeable in Indian languages.

We need to also pay attention to History. In the 7™ century where Arabia went through a Turmoil
due to wars between Mohammed’s Islamic armies and defending Arabs Armies, many Arabs who
were converted to Islam came to India and started preaching Islam. What is the meaning of
ISLAM.? Islam means SURRENDER. Surrender to Allah without Questioning. Questioning is sone
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of the Fundamental processes in Indian Tradition. That is how Knowledge were pursued by
Questioning. But Abrahamic regions never permitted any Questioning. You just accept what the
Prophet says and the Book says. You do not go beyond that.

There was no MONOTHEISM in India. Everyone had different names for their GODS and stories
associated with them. Between 8-10 century AD, Alwars who were Dalits were influenced by the
preaching of Universal Brotherhood and the Love Between God and his Devotee. You can
influence God by your Love. Ramanuja Acharya who was a student of Yadava Acharya, was trained
in Advaita, which taught that the Universal Energy is One, and it manifests as Many. But Ramanuja
questioned,” If | am also Paramaatma, how can | be covered with MAYA or ILLUSION.?” He
rejected Advaita and accepted Dwaita. He also accepted VISHNU as the only God. Thus, Dwaita
became Monotheistic. Ramanuja also adopted the techniques of Abrahamic religions and went
on a Conversion Mission. He said who accepts Sri Hari as their God and recites Harinama and
wears a Naama on their Forehead is a Shri Vaishnava. He converted many Dalits, Jains, Brahmins
and other castes into Shri Vaishnavites. As he negated Shiva s a God, the Cchila King Kulothunga
banished him from Tamilnadu, and Ramanuja come over to the Hoysala Kingdom and converted
the King and his Courtiers. He then went on a Mission of converting all Shiva temples in to Vishnu
Temples. Famous among these are Tirumala in Andhra and Lingaraja temples in Orissa. He also
accepted the Abrahamic religions’ requirement of SURRENDER. He termed it as SHARANARTI OR
PRAPATTI.

The Vaishnava Pantha further thrived from 12th century AD under Madhva Acharya, who
accepted all Abrhamic religion concepts. Heaven and Hell concepts which had totally declined
during the influence of Advaita, Buddhism and Jainism, once again became the LURING and

FEARING Concepts. During The period between 10 the century AD and the 17™ century many
Puranas or stories were developed to create the influence of Vaishnava Siddhanta.

During the same period, the Shaivites also embarked upon spreading Shaivism, by converting
many from all castes. They also composed many Stories to spread the Greatness of Shiva is the
only God. Because many Royals supported the Shaivites and Vaishnavites, they could go on with
their Mission of conversion.

Things were taken to Extreme, when Vaishnavites adopted the Islamic concept of worshipping
Tombs of Saints, DARGAH, and built BRINDAVANSs around the tombs of their yester year Gurus.

In the north after the 10thcentury AD when Ghazni Mohammed came several times to destroy
Temples and loot them, and later under Tugalak regime, Avaguntan for ladies became a code of
dressing. The Mughal dress code became the dress code for Men.

Vaishnavism travelled from Kernatka to Mharshtra in the 15-16 century AD and to Gujarat,
Mahyaprades, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh in the 17t century. All Haridasas in the north are from
16" century onwards. Along with Bhakti Movement came the Abrrahmic Monotheism and
surrender concepts.

Today in Hinduism it is the Bhakti tradition that is the Prime Path. All Vedic, and Adwaita traditions
are secondary. Therefore, it is incorrect to claim Hinduism as being NOT influenced by Abrahamic
religions. Ordinary people are always looking for a God to save them. Your own Karma decides
your fate does not appeal to them. They need some God to save them. This is how Jainism,
Buddhism and Advaita failed in this Land.
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What is the original script used to write Sanskrit?

- NESARU Compilation

As far as we know, it is true that Sanskrit does not have a script exclusive to itself which can
rightfully be called its own.

However, it must have had one at some point of its unchronicled history. And going by its
grammatical rules, | strongly suspect that its original orthography must be akin to the writing
conventions of the Roman script. We don’t know in which script the language used to be
written in, when it was a living language i.e., 4,000 years ago, of which period we are
unfortunately not left with any archaeological evidence. Ancient Sanskrit literature describes
only the sounds in the language but not their shapes as manifest in writing. Based on the
archaeological evidence available, some opine that Brahmi must be the first and original script
used to write Sanskrit. However, a point worthy of note is - that the same evidence points to
the fact that the script had come into existence long after the language went out of popular
use.

Lalitha Vistaram, a very ancient but undated Buddhist text of hagiography makes mention of
the names of 64 different scripts besides Brahmi, to have been in vogue during its
contemporary times. But we are clueless as to which one among them was especially used
for writing the language. The names of several scripts mentioned therein seem to suggest

that they might have been in use outside Greater India.

A LIST OF THE 64 SCRIPTS MENTIONED IN Lalitha Vistaram

1. Brahmi 2. Kharosti 3. Pushkarasara lipi 4. Anga-lipi 5. Vanga-lipi 6. Magadha-lipi
7. Mangalya-lipi 8. Anguliya-lipi 9. Sakara-lipi 10. Brahmava-lipi 11. Parushya-lipi
12. Dravida-lipi 13. Kirata-lipi 14. Dakshinya-lipi 15. Ugra-lipi 16. Samkhya-lipi

17. Anuloma-lipi 18. Avamurdha-lipi 19. Darada-lipi 20. Khasya-lipi 21. Cina-lipi

22. Luna-lipi 23. Huna-lipi 24. Madhyaksaravistara-lipi 25. Puspa-lipi 26. Deva-lipi

27. Naga lipi 28. Yaksa-lipi 29. Gandhava-lipi 30. Kinnara-lipi 31. Mhoragalipi 32. Asura-
lipi 33. Garuda-lipi 34. Mrgacakra-lipi 35. Vayasaruta-lipi 36. Bhaumadevi-lipi

37. Antariksadeva-lipi 38. Uttarakurudvipa-lipi 39. Aparagaudana-lipi 40. Purvavideha-lipi
41. Utksepa-lipi 42. Niksepavarta-lipi 43. Viksepa-lipi 44. Praksepa-lipi 45. Sagara-lipi
46. Vajra-lipi 47. Lekhapratilekha-lipi 48. Anudruta-lipi 49. Sastravarta-lipi
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50. Gananavarta-lipi 51. Utksepavarta-lipi 52. Niksepavarta-lipi 53. Padalikhita-lipi

54. Dviruttarapadasandhi-lipi 55. Yavaddasottarapadasandhi-lipi 56. Madhyaharini-lipi
57. Sarvarutasamgrahanilipi 58. Vidyanulomavimisritalipi 59. Rsitapastaptarocamanalipi
60. Dharanipreksinilipi 61. Gaganapreksinilipi 62. Sarvausadhinisyandalipi

63. Sarvasarasamgrahinilipi 64. Sarvabhutarutagrahanilipi

DEVANAGARI SCRIPT: Though Sanskrit is commonly written in Devanagari now, the script
used to be only one of the regional scripts in India and did not have a national character before
1950 when Hindi in Devanagari was made the administrative language of India. Most Sanskrit
and Vedic scholars in the country esp. those belonging to the South and the East who were
born before 1950, did not know Devanagari because they used to read and write Sanskrit in
their respective regional scripts. Even now, most of the qualified and acclaimed scholars, as
also the commoners in these regions find it more comfortable to read the liturgical language
of Hinduism in the scripts of their own mother tongues than Devanagari, though they formally
trained to read the latter. In these parts of the country, Sanskrit texts are still printed in the
regional scripts but not Devanagari. So, Devanagari happens to be just one of the scripts used
to write Sanskrit

Is Devanagari truly an appropriate script for writing Sanskrit?

Before answering this question, it must be borne in mind that the ability of scripts fo render
speech is limited by the pronunciation habits of the people who use them. Not being ‘the own
or original script’ of Sanskrit, the application of Devanagari to Sanskrit is, in fact, as good as
applying the Roman script to the same. The reason being that the script is actually used to
write several schwa-deleted languages like Hindi, Marathi and Nepali the speakers of which
have a profound problem pronouncing any 3T in a word other than the initial and the
penultimate ones. i.e., except these two, they tend to render almost all 3TT’s in a word geI+d’s.
Schwa-deletion accustoms the reader to perceive a Sanskrit word not as a whole organic
morpheme but as an assembled set of several monosyllables and bisyllables and cut the word
into such pieces. As such he/she will be unable to pronounce any word containing more than

3 syllables, whereas Sanskrit cannot do without longer words and samasas.

For example, they pronounce the Sanskrit proverb AT RO qf&: (vinaasa-kaale

vipareeta buddhih)as ‘vinaash kaale vipreet buddhee’. Similarly, they pronounce

Tt (Namas sivaaya) as Namash shivaay, thus deleting one of the 5 letters of the famed
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Panchaakshari Mantra. Do you call such a pronunciation Sanskrit? They are hard trained
since childhood to ignore or treat all 3%T1<’s in a Devanagari word as g«=d. So, they end up
pronouncing Sanskrit like Hindi. So effectively, even Devanagari became a schwa-deleted
script and therefore, diction-wise disabled one along with the languages which are written in
it.

Therefore, it is evident that Devanagari is not a proper script suitable for writing Sanskrit now.
Should you use it for Sanskrit, first off, you need to unlearn all the ingrained habits of schwa-
deletion. But it will be a brand-new thing for North Indians and might pose extreme
psychological and practical difficulties for them. Even now, many of them try it but fail. Their
pronunciation of Sanskrit 3TsTT often sounds artificial and full of stress and struggle. Not just
Devanagari, but almost all of its cousins suffer from same/ similar irregularities and
inadequacies. For example, all North and East Indians are endlessly confused between < and
Y. They treat and pronounce both as one and the same letter. With this type of speech and
reading habits having taken root and spread far and wide, it will be difficult to preserve our
ancient Sanskrit heritage in Devanagari and allied scripts in a flawless manner. Then, which
script to use?

In my personal opinion, either the Malayalam or the Chaalukya script (the Telugu-Kannada

script) is best suited for writing and pronouncing Sanskrit.
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