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FORTH COMING
PROGRAMMES
I. Grirish Karnmd Drama Festival
from 27th Mov. 1o dth December

Dramas 1o be played in the
Mysore Association
27-11-99 7-30pm.  ‘Nagamandala'
25-11-%9 7-30pm  “Nagamandala'
{Marathi)
20-1199 7-30pm ““Agni Jala Hai
Yarsha Hota Hai™
0-11-99 7-30pm  “Yayau'
1-12-59%  T-30pm.  “Thaledanda'
21299 T30 pm.  ‘Hayva Vadana'
31299 7-30pm. “Thugalak™
4-12.499  3-00p.m. “*SeminaronGirish
Kamad & modem
Theatre™
4-12-99  8-000 p.m. *Yayati' (English)
e
2. GOLDEN JUBILEE
ENDOWMENT LECTURES
Speaker @ Shri Ha. Ma. Nayak
18-12-99  T7-00 p.m.
191299 11-00 p.m.

(" FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC
AND INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
CONTACT

AUGUST ||

SERVICE

Agents For
INDIAN AIR LINES,
EAST WEST,
MODI LUFT &
JET AIRLINES

REGD. OFFICE:

H13 ASHIANX, SECTOR 17,

VASHI, NEW BOMBAY,

PHONE: 7682591 * 7682558
76T 09 02

GRAMS: ALIGTRASERV

ALSO AT:

2116, KABBUR HOUSE,

SION (E), BOMBAY 400 022,

FHONE: 407 29 84 * 400 35 73

*qus 1 50

TRAVEL ll
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THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION 1926 - 1999 - AN OVERVIEW

by 5. Subramanian

kk was the most enchanting joyful,
delightful, rejoiceable, scintillating,
ghttenng and memorable event. Ourlong
chenshed desire and dream of having an
auditorium of our own for the Association
solely through the community participation
and co-operation become a reality in
1823, | had the unique opportunity of
being involved closely in the decision
making process in phases of its
compiation. On this occasion, | had the
privilege of perusing the Annual Reports,
activities and photographic allum of our
Associalion since its inception as well as
it's Silver and Golden Jubilee Souvenirs.
it is most exciting and thrilling to see the
fantastic progress it has made in
diversified fields for which many selfless,
devoted and service -oriented people
have made substantial contribution for its
steady growth sumounting the varous
problems encountered, which | am
recording in this report.

GENESIS

The genesis of this Association is
quite inleresting. It was on a sunny
Sunday in February 1926 that five
professionals from Mysore Messrs
Knshnappa, H. 5. lyengar, Chidambar
Rac, M.S. Narayana Rao and B.S.
lyengar met in Girgaum and decided to
create a forum for fulfilling the cuftural
aspirations of Mysoreans in Bombay.
Their goal bloomed into a reality on
November 12, 1926 when the ‘Mysore
Association’ become operative under the
leadership of its founder President Raja
Karya Prasakia Deewan Bahadur K.
Ramaswamy. The Association was
formally inaugurated on January 9, 1927
by Prof. N. 5. Subba Rag, Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Mysore,

REGISTRATION

The Association was registered under
the Societies Act X0 of 1860 in 1934
and subsequently registered under the
Bombay Public Trust Act, 1950.

OBJECTIVES

The Memaorandum of the Association
has set out the following aims and
| objectives :

@ Tofostera Spirit of union, friendship
and self-help among the
Kannadigas in Bombay.

® To pursue cultural, social,
educational and economic
advancement of Kannadigas in
Bombay.

& Toencourage artistic talents among
the Kannadigas in Bombay and
promote fine ars.

® T0o pursue the physical welfare of
the Kannadigas in Bombay by
promoting sports.

& To foster Kannada language,
Iterature and culture.

& To provide for the education of
Kannadigas by means of schools,
continuation of classes, reading
rooms, libraries and lectures.

& To render medical help to all
persons imespective of caste, creed,
religion or language.

MEMEBERS

The Mysore Association has its
members speed all over India and
aboard. The members are professionals
such as Engineers, Architects, Research
Scientists, Industrialists, Legal luminaries,
Theatre and Performing Artists.

PATRONS AND VISITORS

The first patron of the Association
was His Highness col. Sir Shri
Knshnarajendra Wodeyar Bahadur, the
late Maharaja of Mysore, who made an
informal visit to the Association. The Visit
of His Highness Shri Jaya Chamaraja
Wedeyar Bahadur, the then Maharaja of
Mysore who was also our Patron
accompanied by H.H. Sir Shri Kantirava
MNarasimharaja Wodeyar Bahadur, the
yuvaraja of Mysore and the Princesses
Sujaya and Vijaya to the Association in
1937 was a unigue occasion.

The most prominent and important
people who visited Association are :
Sarvashree : RL. Hon'ble V.S. Srinivasa
Sastry, Sir M. Visvesvaraya, Sir Mirza
M. Ismail, Arcot Ramaswamy Mudaliar,
K. Hanumanthayya, Devaraj Urs, S. M.
Krishna, Ramakrishna Hegde, Dr.

Futiabhi Sitaramayya, H.V.R. lyengar,
S. Nijalingappa, V. Nanjappa, M. V.
Krishnappa, K.C. Reddy, Prof. B.M. Sri
Kantiah, D.R. Bendre, P.Mahadevayya,
N. S. Subba Rao, T. P. Kailasam, Meda
Veedu Krishna Rao, Manjeshwar Govind
Pai, M. Venkatesha Ilyengar, G.P.
Rajarathnam, K.T. Bhashyam, Ram
Gopal, H. C. Dasappa, D.H.
Chandrasekhariah, P.R. Mayak, H.E.A_N.
Baneree, H.E. Dr. P.C. Alaxander and
H.E. Mrs. Ackama Alexander,
GROWTH

The Association was initially
lunctioning from a rented premises at
Velji Bhai Building near Nappoo Hall in
Matunga. Attempis to secure a plot in
Matunga for the Association to have its
own building which began in 1932
culminated with a plot being sanctioned
on a perpetual lease at Bhaudaji Road
mn Matunga by the Bombay Municipal
corporation in 1934 through the good
offices of Shri M.AS. lyengar, Asst
Engineer in B.M.C. the foundation stone
for the building was laid by president.
With the honorary services provided by
messes  lyengar and Menzies
(Architects(, A Seshan, C.S. Garudachar
and B.V.5. lyengar and the wvoluntary
donations given by the members, the
Vani Vilas Memonal Hall' with a verandah
and a kitchen was constructed on the
ground floor in 1936

As a result of the steady increase in
membership and multifarious activities
undertaken, the need for having a first
floor arose in 1939. The first brick for the
first floor construction was laid by Shri N.
N. lyengar, the then President on Oclober
10, 1940, the Vijayadasami day and was
completed in the following year. The
expenses ware met with solely from the
voluntary contributions given my the
members.

When the sphere of activites further
widened, there was a necessity fto
construct a second floor which could
materialise under the leadership of Shri
B.V.S. lyengar, the then President who
not cnly met the expenses for it but also

mencs aonisaed, @Zcwot - 1999




personally supervised the construction
of two rooms.

in 1967, the building was further
extended to include a mini theatre and
lodging facilities to students coming on
educational tours from Kamataka. Smt.
Padmini Ramchandran and Smt.
Vyjayanthi Bali graciously lent their artistry
forthis cause and the Govt. of Kamalaka
gave a munificent grant.

Shri M.R.N. Iyengar (known as
‘NACHHTI'), who was the Jt. Secretary of
the Association for about 25 years has
made the major contribution for the
growth and development of the
Association by his indefatigable energy,
splfless devotion and dedication. He is
popularty called the Vanguard of the
Association”.

During the eighties a full fledged
Auditorium was planned under the
leadership of Shri A. Nagabhushana
Rau, President and renowned
construction expert. This plan has now
successfully materialised. An air
conditioned auditorium with a seating
capacity of 300 having acoustics, well -
laid out stage and green room has been
constructed with lift facilities and catening
services will be provided on the temmace.
This was inaugurated on Oclober 16,
1999 by His Excellency Dr. P. C.
Alexander, Govemnor of Maharashtra.

JUBILEES

The Association has celebrated its
Siver, Golden and Diamond jubilees in
1951, 1976 and 1986 respectively.

ACTIVITIES

Sports : This started with gymnasium
in 1931. With the presentation of a Table
tennis Table by Shri M. Subramanian,
this indoor game picked up at great
pace. Amunificent gift of a Silver Rolling
given in 1948 by Shri B.V.S. lyengar,
President enabled the Association 10
conduct an open Table Tennis
Toumament which was one of the major
ranking tournaments of Bombay. Many
stars like Dilip Sampath,, Shri Ram were
bom in these toumaments.

The Billiards game owes its origin to
the generosity of a non - Mysorean Shri
Naniji Premji Devsay who made a gift of
gquarter size Billiards Table. the
Association had instituted a silver cup in

his memory. Sarvashree N.
Subramanian, and H.S. Milkanth have
contributed to the development of this
game.

When there was no open space 10
start some out door games, the Bombay
Municipal Corporation graciously
permitted the Assccialion to use the
playground at the back of the Association
building. Basket Ball, Volley Ball and
Cricket became extremely popular. The
Seth Jamnadas Bhan Jubilee Rolling
Trophy for Basket Ball Toumament
played under the floodlight defighted
every one. The basket ball team of the
Association bagged the Bombay state
championship for the successive years
of 1949, 1950 and 1951 and also won the
Matunga Athletic Club Trophy and Dalal
cup.

The Association had the unique
distinction and honour of four out of five
players including the Babu Ramaswamy,
O.N. Ramarao being selected to
represent Bombay state to participate in
the XVI All India Olympic Games held in
1950. Sarvashree K.5.K. lyengar, Subba
Rao, Sitaram, Babu Ramaswamy and
Parthsarathy have confributed to the
development of basket ball.

EDUCATION

An elementary school started in
1926 in the premises of The Association
with self - help became the nucleus for
the establishment of the National
Kannada Education Society in 1939 in
co-operation with the Bombay Kannada
Sangha. Today NKES educates about
3000 underprivileged children from
Dharavi, Antop Hill and Wadala, right
from kindergarten to the 10th standard in
both Kannada and English mediumn. It is
our pride that many students of this
school have now assumed vital roles in
nation building. The efforts of Sarvashree
R. D. Char, Varadrajan, R. V. Murthy, B.
Marayana Swamy and Smt. Vaidehi
Char for the development of education
area worth recording.

FINE ARTS & LITERARY ACTIVITES

The development of fine ars at a
rapid pace was chiefly due to the untiring
efforts of Dr. R.L.N. lyengar and
Krishnamurthy, The Association has

romoted

harat Matvam, music,

Harikatha, light music etc. and gave
encouragement and platiorm to artists
who came from Mysore.

In 1976, the Association Collaborated
with the Kamataka Lalitha Kala Academy
and organized an exhibition of 85
paintings from Kamataka in January
1986 in the Association Hall and in the
Jehangri Art Gallery in February 1986.
Again in February 1988, an exhibition of
over 80 painting from Kamataka was
held in the Jehangir Art Gallery for a
week,

The Association had also organized
the 34th Kannada Sahitya Sammelana in
which the Association bagged the prize
for its story, presentation high caliber
talents. Kavigostis were also held in
which poets and writers like Sarvashree
Masti, DVG Bendre, Kuvempu. Sn
Ranga, Shivarama Karanth, Goruru and
Dr. Gokak participated.

The association established an
Endowment in the Dept. of Kannada,
University of Mumbai. in commemoration
of its golden jubilee celebration to
organize a lecture every year and eminent
parsonalities in Kannada literature like
Sarvashree U R Ananta Murthy, Dr.
Shivaram Karanth, Dr. V K Gokak, Dr.
Kirthinath Kurthurkoti and Dr.
Chandrasekhara Kambar were invited to
give lactures,

MUSIC AND DANCE

The association has been hosting
Maha Ganapathi festival ranging from 5
to 10 days in which many star perfomears
have paricipated. it has also hosted
dance festivals including Nrtya Kamataka
focussing on Mysore School of Daneing.
The contributions made by Gurus
Mahalingam Pillai, Kalyana Sundaram
and Rajee Narayan are worth recording.
Under the tutelage of Smi. Gita
Vishwanath, Association produced a
number of ballets. A four day Kamataka-
Maharashtra Dance festival projected a
blend of folk Nrityas in both languages.

THEATRE

Starting in 1926, it was Shri
Gangadharaiah, a lawyer by profession,
who initiated the theatre activity in the
Association. The group initially staged

(continued on page 11)
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DERIVATION OF KANNADA

by Channabasappa Belgaumkar, Winnipeg, Canada

(Courtesy :Kannada Kulkoti Trust, Thane)

wg have come a long way to settle
down in Canada from Kamatka, one of
the states in India; the” language we
speak 5 Kannada. Often we wonder
why, Kannada and Canada sound the
same when heard from a distance. The
younger generation bom in Canada to
the parents of Indian Origin, especially
from the state of Kamataka, may ask
their parents if they are related 1o the
abongines of this vast and cold country,
Canada. When | came to Canada, people
asked, what my mother tongue was, and
I'replied Kannada. They were astonished,
because they had never heard of such
language called Kannada. It made me to
ponder over the matter, about my origin
and the origin of my language.

The name Canada derived from the
native lroguoian Indian word Kanatha
which means group of huts. Similarly,
the name America emanated from
Vespucci Amerigo, who explored, their
continent in 1947 AD. A map maker
suggested that this area be called
America. In Morth America it has become
a fashion to denominate the states and
provinces, invented allys, rivers,
mountains, etc. after American Indian
names. As much as Canada and
Kannada are confusing so much the
word Indian is also misleading. We, the
real Indians, found an easy way o enter
Canada, however, Columbus who was
striving to discover fabulous India in
1492 A.D., ronically missed the way; the
discovery became a blessing in disguise.
He entered a new horizon and a new
world, and called it India as if he had
discovered a new way instead of the one
via Cape of Good Hope, around South
Africa, thinking that the copper skinned
indigencous inhabitants were Indians.

We have come from a very ancient
and civilized land, India 'the great mother
land’, particularly from a district region of
Kamataka, Yo setlle down in Morth
America. Kannadigas of Kamataka, even
may not know, the origin of the name of
Kamataka, though we have lived for
generations as sucklings of that ‘the
graat mother. The study is going on to
investigate the origin of the people and

the land where a unique blend of Aryan
and Dravidian people have settled from
time immemorial. Many thinkers and
writers of Karnataka as well as India,
have allied the name Karnataka with
Mahabharata and Ramayana. = The
grammarans, Panini, Katyayana, and
Patanjali make no reference to
Karnataka. Mevertheless, Panini
mentions Karnadhaka as a gotra name.
The Mrichchkatika of Sudraka mentions
Karnatadesha and Karnataka. The Tamil
epic Silappadikaram mentions Karunadar
while in the Velvakudi copper plate
occurs the word Karunadagam.
Varahaméhira in his Brihatkatha mentions
the name Kamata while Rajashekhara in
his Kavyamimamsa mentions the name
Karnata to indicate the people. The
Matsya and Skanda Puranas have called
the Kannada country Kama, Kannataka,
Kamataka. Even the Markandeya Purana
makes mention of Kannataka. A copper
plate of Kadambas dated 450 A.D. refers
to 'Samagra Kamatadesha'. Bilhana is
his Vikramankadevacharitra refers to
Vikramaditya as the "Moon of Kamataka'.
(Bilhana: A Kashmiri poet lived, during
the time of Kalyan Chalukya,
Vikramaditya, 1078-1126 A.D. excerpled
by Channa’). A Chalukya queen is
referred 1o as ‘the beloved of Kamataka
King', The inscription of Hoysalas cite
the titles like The son of the lotus of
Kamata dynasty’. Inscription refers to
Vijayanagara kings as the lords of
Kannada Rajya and the lords of jewel
throne of Karnataka. Nripatunga's
Kavirajamarga, the first Kannada work
(814-878) uses the word Kannada both
in_reference fo language and region.
Pampa (Knshna lll, Rashtrakuta, 939-67
A.D.) In Adipurana, describes the
Kannada army. Even Chandombudhi of
Magavarma, the earliest Kannada
Prosody, refers not only to Karnataka
but also to the classification of special
Kannada meters, under the tile Kamataka
Vishaya Jati.

The origin of the word "Kamataka',
however, become a subject of
controversy among Kannada scholars.
According to Heras the pecple of
Karnataka are apparently referred to in

one of the seal inscriptions of
Mohenjodaro as one of the ancient
tibes of the land. The sign used fo
mention them is said to contain a symbol
to denote an eye. In the proto-Dravidian
language of Mohenjodaro, it will read
‘Kan', eye or to see. The small sign
placed about it is determinative
personality. Therefore it will read
‘Kannar', "‘people who have eyes'. This
evidently refers to tribe. The ancient
word Kannadiga by which the pecple of
modem Karnalaka are mentionad seems
to be a modification of Kannanir.

Shambha Joshi traces the antiquity
of the Kannada race to the earliest Vedic
period by a study of Vedic mythology
and etymology. In his view, the word
Kannada, of which Kamata is a Sanskrit
rendering, stands for Kannada country
in the main, its two components being
Kan and nadu. Kan means the Kanna
race, which is the ancient stock of later
Kannada people. The Kannas
themselves are a branch of the earliest
pre-Aryan Dravidian known as Kalavar
or Kollar (meaning thieves) who belong
to the Rigvedic era. The Kalavar race is
said to be Mula Dravida and Kanna Arya
Dravida and their admixture gave rise to
Kannada culture.

According to others Karnataka
abounds in nch forests which grow such
tfragrant trees, the sweet smell of which
spread over a major part of the land. On
this basis it is argued that the word
Kamataka is derived from Kammitu +
Madu = Kannadu yielding place to
Kannada. It is also maintained that the
melodious music of birds, bees, and
butterflies which were played into the
ears of the people inhabiting the region,
pleased them. Thus from Karnataka the
name kamata must have been derived.

D.R. Bendre is of the opinion that
there are two races at the source of
Kannada-Kula, whose combination has
evolved the Kannada race. They are the
Kannaas or Kalayas and Maras or Natas
well known to the history and Puranic
legend. The Natas intermixing with Kal-
Kaleyas gave rise to Kamataka race
("Selected from "History of Karnataka®
By H.V. Sreenivasa Murthy and R.
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Ramakrishna).

The vestiges of Kamataka are mn
Herappa and Mohenjodaro where traces
of Dravidian people are still found. The
pecple of Dravidian origin still existed in
Brahui, in Baluchistan, (See the map of
Mational Geography, December 1984 -
Channa") one of the provinces of
Pakistan. | partially agree with their
opinion, derved from the eminent thinkers
of Karnataka, such as Rev. Father
Heras, Dr. D.R. Bendre and Shambha
Joshi. The origin of the term Karnataka
defines any approach to the infinity.
ocholars are not agreed over the
derivation of the word Kannada itself.
Kannada is wvariously derived from
Karunadu. This seems plausible bearing
the geographic characteristics of the
region inhabited by the Kannadigas.
Karunad at first meant the country and
Kamunadar, the people of this country.
When it took the form of Kannada,
Kannada stood for the country, peopla
and language as well

The ambiguous epithet, Kamad, s
meant to be the ‘black soil. The
caompound word Kamataka is really Kan
(black) + Nad (nation or country). In fact,
if we take the history of Karnataka in
chronological order, Chandragupta
Maurya (321 - 297 B.C.) took hemitage
near Mysore at Shravanabelgol, and
converted himself to Jainism. Even before
Chandragupta, the influence of Kannada
was spread far beyond the Marmada
river to the north and the Kaveri river to
the south. This region was called as
Deccan which means Dakshin in Sanskrit.
The Deccan Plateau is volcanic alluvial
black soil, which is not only good for
cultivation but also very suitable for
making pots. Going very deep into the
crux of the meaning of the word "pot’ its
meaning is concealed and ambiguous.
The word Terra-cotta’ has an allusion to
Karnataka, though the component words
terra and cofta are not etymologically
related 1o Kamataka, yet by analyzing
the word one can interpret the meaning.
Temracotta iz a Dravidian word in actual
sense, somehow it might have been
borrowed by the Celtic people, who were
Druids (Priest of Celtic) also related to
Dravidian. Terracotta means earthen
pot, terra means earth, Colta means pot
(koda - in Kannada). Pot is a Sanskrit
rendenng of Patra. According to The

means, Hard pottery used as omamental
building-material and in statutory (often
atrib,); statute, fugerine, of this; (a & n.)
its brownizsh red colour (Ralian, = backed
earth). The word terra has taken a
multiple meaning in many Indo-Eurcpean
languages. The actual meaning is earth.
In Kannada, and also in any Dravidian
languages Tema' has become Tala', in
Malayalam it has been pronounced as
Tara'. It is too much to explain the
meaning of each word in every Dravidian
language. The word 'Patal’ means hell
(under world) and 'Sthala' and "Dhartt’
means place, in Sansknt. While in
Kannada 'Patalgange’ means an anchor
to pull the fallen pot from the well. (literal
meaning. pull the nver Ganges from the
hell). The word Tiga means buttock in
Kannada, it may have derived from Tala
means bottom. In sound theory 'L’ has
proximity in accent with ‘R' and ‘D’
(Chitradurg = Chitldurg, Kadwad =
Karawar) that is L=R=D. What is down
has a comprehensive meaning to a word
Tala. It is meant that the earth is down,
the heaven is up. The word ‘Mele', in
Kannada, means up, may have become
‘mugily’ means the sky, ‘malige” a roof,
‘moda’ a cloud and so on. In French
language Terra-nior means black earth
{potting earth for plants). | would like to
give few more references from the
Concise Oxford Dictionary: Terra-
cariosa=Tripoli, rotten-stone; tema-filius
= son of the soil, humbly-bom person;
terra-firma = dry land; terra-incognita =
unknown region; terra-Japonica =
gambler (orig. thought 1o be earth from
Japan); terra-nera=pigment used by
ancient artists; terra-verde=green earth
used as pigment. There are host of
words such as lerrace, terrestrial, terrain
etc. all are derived from the root word
terra’.

The revealed meaning of terracotta,
in comparison with Karnataka may seem
conceiled and irrational. However, if |
give a philosophical interpretation that
may facilitate to understand the
mysterious meaning of terracotta. The
compound word terracotta, in which the
part cotta has allusive meaning yet it has
not been much expounded; rather it has
become a part of the whole word as
earthern pot. The actual word is ‘Koda'
in Kannada, the same word has
transformed in other Indian langquages,

|Concise Oxford_Dictionary, Teracotta s gadagi, gadi, gaghari and so on. Whal

is the importance of terracolta in entire
civilization of all mankind from the time
immemorial?. In the Indus WValley
civilization two greal requirements of like
were invented; One was wheel and the
other was pol. The pot and the wheel are
the two sides of the same coin. Without
wheel pot cannot bé made to a desired
shape (isthmus part of the pot) to pull
water from the deep well It is evident
that the wheel was invented first then the
pot was made by alluvial soil. The
comprehensive significance of terracotta
not really meant just to make potfwhen
the wheel was not invented or the wheel
was not readily available, instead other
omamental figures, without the aid of
wheel, were made by an aristically
minded primitive cave man. The cognate
meaning of terracotta is of making pots
and figures in clay. Archaeologists have
found many terracotta figures in every
known civilization on the earth.
Mysterious and incredible terracotta
figures are illustrated in the book called
“The Great Mother® By Erich Neumann,
translated by Ralph Manheim.

The wheel and the pot are very
essential part of life, without which man
could not have survived for so many
years. Mecessity is the mother of
invention. The rational and sensible
meaning of pot has been explained
lucidly in the book called "The Great
Mother™ - All basic vital functions occur

in this vessel-body schema, whose

"inside” is an unknown. Food and drink
are put into this unknown vessel, while
in all creative functions, from the
elimination of waste and the emission of
seed to the giving forth of breath and the
word, something is “bom®™ out of it. All
body openings .... as places of exchange
between inside and outside, a numinous
accent for early man. They are therefore
distinguished as “ornamental® and
protected zones, and in man's ariskic
self-representation they play a special
role as idols ........ If we combine this
body world equation of eardy man in its
first unspecific form with the fundamental
symbolic equation of the feminine, woman
= body = vessel, we arrive at a universal
symbolic formula for the early period of
mankind:

Woman = body = vessel = world

Dr. Radhakrishnan, from the Hindu
View of Life :

Boehms says: 'Consider the bird in |
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own way, in diverse tone and fashions,
you think god is vexed by this diversity
and desires to silence discordant voices?
All the forms of being are to the infinite
Being Himself'. Look at this Sufi uterance
in the translation of Professor Brown of

Baker or flagon, or bowl or jar,

Clumsy or slender, coarse of fine:

However the potter
{Channabasappa) may make or mar,

All were made to contain the wine
(Kamataka) :

Should we week this one or that one
shun

When the wine (Karmataka) which
gives them their worth is one ?

To explain so much at this conjecture,
the congnitive words "Kar' ‘Er’ and
Terra' have morpholized aach other to
become as Karinad (black land Eri-nad
(Eri-Bhoomi = black soil or land) and
Temanoir (black soil), have the same
meaning as black soil or land. Further,
the word Arya may mean 'Great on
Earth’. "Er' means earth, ‘Ayya' means
Ajja (The Great, J=Y, Jamuna + Yamuna
Javan=Yavan=Youth) A Dravidian
interpretation has a profound meaning.
The meaning of Arya may have been
explained better in some other context
than | have explained). These enigrmatic
and ambiguous words may take space to
prove in detail. While explaining the
regional importance of Kamataka, | have
entered into a complicated and
comprehensive subject which | must
limit myself to explain further at this
episode,

The word Kamad is the most plausible
bearing of geographic characteristic of
he region. Kamataka was also called as
Moha-la-cha (Maharashtra - from History
of Karnataka) by Yuan Chwang, in 641
A.D., who come from China, visited the
Chalukya emperor of Vatapi (Badami),
Pulakesin Il (508 - g42), During The
Salavahanas, The Badami Chalukyas,
The Rashtrakutas of Malkhed, Kalyan
Chalukyas, The Kalachuris, and The
Seunas, Kamataka was comprised of
most part of present Maharashtra and
Andhra Pradesh. * The most popularhy
acceptad theory has its root in histary.
The Chinese pilgrim Hieun Tsang (Same

i lif

[ our forest, they praise god each in his  visited Kamataka in the gaﬂFthﬂe'Ery.

refers to the kingdom as Moha-la-cha
(Maharashtra) At that time Maharashira
had not taken shape as a political and
cultural unit, and was a traditional part of
Kamataka. What did Hiuen Tsangmean?
In 7th century Kamataka, both Sanskrit
and Kannada were widely used.
Historians concluded that the empire has
two names - Maharashtra (in Sanskrit)
and Karu'nadu (in Kannada) both
meaning 'The great country’. The
Kannada king Pulikesi Il was the most
powerful king in India and the Karnataka
of his day was unquestionably great in
area and prestige. Karu'nadu could also
have meant ‘the High Country’ since
Kamataka straddles the lofty Deccan
plateau. From Karu'nadu to Kannada
and Kamaftaka (Ka was common suffix
for names) would be legical phonetic
changes.

Whatever its origin, the name has
acquired a rich history. It is a long and
fascinating story how Karnataka came to
consider itsell a cultural unit. Where did
its people come from, what do they look
like, how did they live? Why are so many
religions practiced, so many languages
spoken within its border? What is
Kamataka today? (Kamataka - Published
by Director of Information and Tourism,
Government of Kamataka)*

Many thinkers and paleontologists of
Kamataka and India have speculated on
the origin of the word Karnataka,
However, | have integrated in my own
way to render further profound meaning
1o Kamataka. The way Karu or Kari'nady
has transformed, in the same way the
name India has transformed. It is evident
from the historical accounts that the
name India has derived from the river
Sindhu which the Greeks could not
enunciate the letter 'S, Even now 'S' is
utterad like "Yes' (not like Sanskrit 'S' ar
without prefix 'E’). In many part of India,
those who have come especially from
north-west Islamic region of India,
pronounce spade (card game) as
‘espade’, stand as ‘estand’, screw driver
as ‘escrew driver, station as 'estation’
and so on. Applying these rules, Sindhu
may have become ‘isindhu’, later it has
been modified to India. Since the time of
Mohenjodarg, the influence and meaning
of Kamataka may have evolved from the
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bank of Sindhu (Braui in Baluchistan)

where the great civilizations developed
and transformed Hinduy philosophy and
the great mather land, India. The people
who moved gradually along litteral and
then to south bound, has much to do with
the name Kamataka. The people of
Karnataka and its literature is the oldest
in Dravidian languages (next to Tamil
iterature - as stated by A.L. Basham,
The Wonder That was India, V.K. Gokak
in Contemporary Indian Literaty re). The
littoral part of ancient Kamataka and the
part of present Kamataka is called
Konkan Patti. The name Konkani is the
‘Apapbramsa’ (falling away) of Kamataka.
The word 'Kari' may seem derogative
with respect to people, that does nol
mean people are black, instead, it has
much to do with soil and land than the
colour of the people. In fact, the epithet
‘Kari' has been infiltrated so much among
the people of India, even "Kar® has taken
a ‘divine form® in Hindu pantheon to
miligate the differences of colour among
the people. It can be best concluded by
the statement of Dr. Radhakrishnan in
the book, The Hindu view of Life -
When in the hour of their triumph the
Aryan made up with their dangerous
through vanquished rivals (Dravidians,
as stated by Channa'). They did not
sheer at their relatively crude cults. The
native inhabitants of North India (Aryans,
as stated by Channa') elothed the naked
forces ‘of nature with gurgeous drapery
of mystic fancy, and fashioned a train of
gods and goddesses, of spints and elves
out of the shifting pancrama of nature,
and the Vedic Aryans accepted them all
and set them side by side with heavenly
hosts to which they themselves loaked
with awe and administration. was
encugh for them that those crude objects
ware regarded by their adherents as
sources of supreme blessings of life and
centers of power which can be drawn
upon. The gods of Rig Veda and the
ghosts of Atharva Veda mehed and
coalesced (admixture of Aryans and
Dravidians - Channa') under the powerful
solvent of philosophy into the one
supreme reality which, according to the
qualities with which our imagination invest
i, goes by this name (Ka rataka) or that.

L
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is the aircrafl. The plane is full with
indians, people of various shades and
colours, a concert of voices, the cabin air
smefls spicy. People looking forward o
going home. Business people who just
finished their visils to fares in Europe
and U.S. and eagerly await the plane to
land In a country most famous for its
growing population, servere social
disparties, and Noble laureates (just
fhink aboul the latest, Amartya Sen,
eslebraled image carrier for India and
| Iwmr a different way of thinking
BCONOMICS).

India welcomes her visitors with its
- | overwhelming charm of chaos. At least
| this seems to be the very impression any
outsider will get the moment he steps out
ol a safe and more or less, familiar
airport building.

Welcome 1o Mumbai. Back home
hardly anyone whom you falked to was
aware of the change in the city’s name.
Bombay? Yes, certainly know | this
metro city. Latest since the movie called
Eaham Bombay? Entered Européean

emas and conveyed its own view on
But where is Mumbai? The
2d might start giving diffuse
fons about the identity of these
= wnl! fail in generating amy
3 ndung for the change

community. Furaly
e Up being aware

of having el idea of the real
molives and stifications that
may place s a less ridiculous
light as viewss arties abroad.

Welcome o W . Gateway to
India. High traffic

g edge of
collapsing, vrowded als, people
rushing through the iy, trucks with
‘Pleaze homn?’ Signs, beggars on the

ad, strolling dogs and cows, scooters
¥ balancing the weight of their
quarrelling cab drivars,
heawly moving buses, garbage in the
gutter, in the air, a mixiure of
and sulphur dioxide
you take, humidity
Inpping down your
face. Your heat beals. You feel the
adrenaline movin YOUrS veins

a Sury

Appn:aahlu India. Starting point

while observing the scenery that enrols
in front of your eyes. Too many
impressions, the senses are filled and do
not find a second to relax. The city simply
rarely sleeps. And it drags every living
being into daily struggle of survival.
This is only the very first superficial
description of a play that takes place on
a stage. There are millions of bits of
pieces forming a mosaic and demanding
to be an integral part of the picture you
see, But how long will you stay a
spectator? When will you start asking for
a role of your own? Authenticity and
alertness are major sentiments that come
to your mind when thinking of India. A
country that sets nddles every day and
shows you how namow minded and
arrogant you are, the moment you think
you are knowledgeable enough to state
an state an opinion you are convinced
about, The next step behind the comer
will reveal the limitation of the insight you
might have already thought to have
attained. Yet, it might also endorse that
you have at least started to understand
the small niche you are moving in and
the rules of the cosmos surrounding you.

It looks puzziing: The jungle of
languages, the music daily life produces,
political dissuasions, the tension between
the worlds, On the one hand, the
traditional India with values and prninciples
to withstand any challenge from outside
of the country, on the other hand, new
messages like consumerism and
independence from family ties a re
broadcasted by the media, and sagerly
awaited by the youth who spread the
news among peers. New gods, create
competition for Ganesh of Shiva. Their
names are Channel V or U5, — Amercan
Mew Age style of life. While the westem
cultume inEurope or LS. causes tragedies
like “The lost Generation X' and makes
mone and more young people start an
odyssey for the ultimate goals in life,
youngsiens in the other part of the world
get attracted by the materialistic
temptations a life abroad promises and
ieave their country and hentage behind.
Nut is this really a representative view on
today's India? If the spectators leans
anythng within a short penod of time, it
15 the ncredible juxtaposition of old and

new, West Hﬂ East tolerance and
narrow —mindedness, secularism and
new, West and East, tolerance and
naroow-Mindedness, secularism and
religious fanafism, poverly and luxury,
hope and distress, intellectual brilliance
and stupidity. And how easy do you take
the play you watch as granted ! You stant
setting up your own theones not realising
the bias you are already caught in.

It is so ridiculous. You believe you
have observed thousands of issued that
urgently need attention by the authorities
and you simply lack the understanding
why it should take such a long time to
solve problems. Wouldn't it be 50 easy
if the people in charge worked together?
But how should that be possible? A
country with millions of pecple hving at
the line of poventy or already far beyond
it itliterate and full of worries how to make
the next day. A country still very much
relying on the agriculture sector,
amounting to arcung 30% of the GDP.
And on the other hand the smart software
programmes and MNCs representing
only a minority in the diversity of India.
How is it possible to satisfy all parties
imvalved and still make the people feal a
difference? India, just like ltaly, a country
sunviving in spite of its government and
not because of it.

And, in this context the interesting
point arses how reality is built. The
average Western spectator keeps
wondering how anybdy well-educated
and exposed can support a govemment
formed by a Hindu-fundamentalist party.
Fears of anti-Muslim movements in Indai
and unpopular decisions for foreign
investors keep on nounshing the critical
voices. Nowonder that names like Sonia
Gandhi who at last in Western eyes
seems lo represent the modemn and
open India getl unquestioned support
whereas anyone who makes the affort of
reading not only prop-Congress Indian
newspapers and magazines will easily
find out that the hysteria created around
her or her daughterlack any sophisticated
base of political competence and quality
of leadership. Therefor, Indian reality in
the West and Indian reality in India
certainly divert. Finally, you take the
daily wverbal atlacks against party
members as one natural kind of
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amusermert for the audience.
Aswsement is also often associated
wi omema. But you need not really take
e &axra effort of leaving your home,
paging for a ticket and watching a
sscond-class Hindi movie in one of the
mumerous onema halls a metro provides,
Instead of that rather enjoy the large
wanety of pictures a view out of the
mncow provides: Which channel would
you Bke fo walch today? The mother
geepanng food for her family, the kid
Suoying its books for school, friends
sharng their ime? These are scenes
from si-called typical Indian middle-class
families, mayable the last fortifications of
secunty, peace, cosiness and the belief
in common values, That at least is the
perceplion you cary away with you
when comparing this segment of India
with the respective one in Europe. And
it strongly makes you feel that if it comes
o people india will be the first choice.

India, a country as heterogeneous
as lile can be as fascinating. You either
love it, or hate it, but mediocre sentiments
do not seem to be appropnate to mirror
the intensity of consciousness you
experence when being there. If you are
lucky you may leave the country with a
deep feeling of satisfaction, similar to the
one when you succeed in completing the
frame of a long time back started puzzle.
And you feel happy, because you know
ypu can return any time and continue the
picture you just started to buid up.

e

MATRIMONIALS

Alliance invited for a Kannada
Madhwa Brahmin Girl, Slim, Fairand
pretty. 25 years 5' - 5" tall. Kapi
Golra Graduate done Computer
course and also Arlistic courses.
Boys should be qualified and well
placed in job of respectable Brahmin
community May apply lo Box No.
178,

o

Kannada Madhwa Graduate
aged 31, height 160cm., Atreya
Gotra, Makha Nakshatra working in
Mumbai seeks Graduate preferably
employed girl. Write with horoscope
box No. 179,

A afFont page )
THE MYSORE ASSQCIATION
1926 - 1999 - AN OVERVIEW

rmostly mythological and costume plays.
Music played a key part and men took
the women's role. Later, women came
forward to act in plays. The stalwarts
who contnbuted significanily to the theatre
activity are are Sarvashrea
Gangadhariah, B.G. Achar, M. Seshan,
M.N. Sampath, Rama Rao, R. Nagendra
Rao and Hemsing, Among women,
Srimalthis Madhura Krishnaswamy,
Geetha Vishwanath, Sudha Acharya,
Sandhya Murthy, Susheela Rao, Meera
Rao and Laxmi Murth have contributead
for the theatre activity which is worst
recording It was the influence of
Karmnataka Prahasana Prapithamaha T.
P. Kailasam which made a departure of
costume plays to social themes. in 1947,
Under his tutelage, the group gained
such versatility, its fame lasts till date.
Artists of high calilse were developed
such as Sarvashreelayabheema Rao,
Gopal Rao, Raghavendra, K N Guru,
Haridas, S.N. Nagaraja Rag, S. R.
Frasanna, A. T. Padmanabha, B. G.
Achar and T R § Anandam who were
noted as top class artisls,

With the awvailability of a mini
auditorium in 1967, the theatre activity
got a boost and Dr. B. H. Manjunath
started producing and directing the plays
for the group which continues till date.

SOCIAL ACTIVITY

The Associalion has celebrated
Independence Day, Republic Day, Ugadi,
Sir Rama Mavami, Akshaya Thirthiva in
maost fitting manner when the members
participated in large numbers. The
Association has also organized annual
excursion to its members to places of
historical interest and scenic beauty.

The social service rendered by
srimathis Vadehi char, Shyamalamba,
Usha Jairam, Poomima Sr Krishna,
Geetha Vishwanath, Leela Rajkumnar for
the education of the underprivileged,
street children, providing employment to
destitule ladies and for the cause of
underprivileged women is worthy to
mention.

HOSTEL AND MESS

In those years, there was no boarding
and ledging facility available at Mumbai
for people who come from outside for a
short stay. The Association provided
hostel facilities for students from
Kamataka who came to Mumbai on
excursion or educational tour and also to
Kannadigas who landed in Mumbai in
search of employment. This facility
however, had to be with drama due to
pancity of space.

The Mysore Mess started in 1926
was a resounding success atiracting
large number of Mysoreans and
Association members with their families
as the quality of food delicious and
SUMplucus.

LIBRARY

Started with a listed stock of 1800
volumes in Kannada and 850 in English,
the library of the Associalion over the
years has built up excellent collection of
books, reference materials, perodicals,
rannada and English news papers. A
television set is also provided to enable
the members o watch the programmes.

PUBLICATION

The Association has been publishing
a pencdical entitled "MNesamnu - Tingalole'
well received in and outside Mumbai

CONCLUSION

The Mysore Association stands as
our example of how self-help, co-
operation,determination, hard work,

_commitment selfless devotion, sustained

interest, financial and technical back up
and personal supervision of its members
can bring up an institution to a high level
in the most centralised location in the
metropolis like Mumbai. The Associations
magnificent building with lush greenery
has become a land mark for Bhaudaiji
Road in Matunga.

Perhaps one is yet to see another self
made institution of this kind in Mumbai
which has come up from the scratch
solely through the uninterrupted joint
affort, co-operation, friendship and love
of the Kannadigas for the last 73 years
and achieved this stupendous task of
which every Kannadiga should be proud.

L
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‘HOME’ - THE FIRST SCHOOL, "MOTHER" - THE FIRST TEACHER

There is a saying in my vemacular
Language (Kannada) ‘Moneye’ Prathama
Patha Shaale - Thaayive Modala Guru®
(meaning home is the first school and
moher is the first teacher) How true and
relevant it is! About a decade ago | had
expressed in some meeting my shocked
feeling and cbservations about “student
- teacher” relationship (guru - shishya).
Things have changed from bad to worse,
Day by day & minute by minute the
"aducation system® as a whole
(comprising not only teachers & students
but every one from top down the ladder
including parents) is ailing "Corruption” &
~Commercialisation® has crept in to the
whole system and fulure seems really
bleak and dark. The “noblest of
Professions” - it is called, because even
a doctor or engineer has to have a
teacher to teach the intricacies & the
"sssence” of the course to guide him, 10
achieve success in his career, the teacher
iz the real "architect” of his future. Butthe
present scene does not have any of
these features. Universities, colleges,
schools are no more the “temples of
learning” & "knowledge® as they were
once upon a time. The course is selected
on the day of the child's 3rd year birth

day. The course which has the highest
demand and leads to a lucralive career
is decided by the child’s parents. The
day the child steps nfo the nursery
school, his chikdhood ends. He s not
allowed to play as & when he likes. The
idea is drilled into his mind that if he
wished to become a doctor or engimeer
like his own father or sibling in the family,
he should not waste his time in playing
& always do "home-work” which is nothing
but "mugging-up” the notes given in the
class, year after year. The child's
playfulness, childish innocence is
crushed, & no wonder these days the
children do not talk like children & enjoy
in repeating filmi-dialogue. Gone are the
days when we used to sit with the child
& teach them basics in all the subjects
like maths & nursery rhymes in the form
of stories from epics, history etc. Parents
used to instil in the child, moral values &
right attitudes in their formative years.
These days the parents who are very
busy in their own career, have no time or
inclination to see to the chikd's mental,
emotional developments. They entrust
the future of the child in the hands of a
private tutor who will be the child's
architect. By paying a few bucks to the

® Mrs. Vanaja Rajan
tutor they just wash off their hands & are
not bothered. At every stage of
development of the child, they should
observe the child and get involved in the
child's activity. But this is not the reality.
Mo wonder new problems like drug
addiction, perveried sexual behavior
pattern ete, have emerged as maladies
of B0's & 00's. It is sad that children pick
up heir vocabulory not from dictionary or
encyclopedia but from films. | was
shocked to leam that “copy writing
exercises” are no MOre in vogue in
schools. | wish & hope parents would
take a cue from this article, lo rise to the
needs of the children who are fthe
building blocks of our country rich in
cultural tradion. Let them become “The
first teacher”. Every home should become
a real school & whatever the child learmns
in the formative three years will be
permanently etched in its mind. Teach
them good values, discipline them lovingty
& not make them just puppets in your
house to satisfy your ego. You have
brought them to this world & it is your

duty to make this world a better place for
them to live.

THE WINNER OR LOOSER

COLLECTION OF JOKES

The Wi is always part of th wer, : - ; : .
e I.s i par ot g {iy Patient to Nurse : Sister, will the doctor stitch up
The Looser is always part of the problem; the wounds nicely?
The Winner always has a programme; Donit S o
The Looser : always has an excuse; Nurse 't worry, earlier, waf ; tailor.
The Winner : says "Let me do it for you; QU see Sontwhal s 9 moliplied By 8
The Looser : says “That's nol my job; Son: 70
The Winner : sees an answer for every problem; Father Good work my boy, here is your chocolate.
The Looser : sees a problem for every answer Meighbour: 9 multiplied by 8 is 72. Why did you give him
The Winner says "It may be difficult but it's possible; chocolate?
The Looser says "It may be possible but it's too difficult.  Faiher @ My son is improving because yesterday he said
-Chaitra D. Harihar. a8
RESPONSIBILITY Gii) Son: Dad, | got a part in the school play.
This is a story of four persons named Everybody, Somebady, il That's terific. What is it 7
Anybody & Nobody. Son | play the part of Dad.
There was a important job to be done & everybody was  Father Go back & tell them you want a speaking role.

Somebody got angry because itwas Everybody's job. Everybody
thought Anybody could do it but Nobody realised thal Everybody
would not do it

It all ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when
Nobody accused Anybody.

One of the Four Bodies.

beautiful vase in the dining room that's been
handed down from generation to generation?

"as® said his mother. “What about it™.

“Well the last generation just dropped it", said the
little boy.

Hrishikesh D. Rao. — Hrishikesh D. Rao.
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